
TOWN OF WEST BATH 

BUDGET TOWN MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JUNE 8, 2021  
 

A legal Town Meeting was held at the West Bath Fire Hall in the Town of West Bath, Maine on the 8th of June 2021. The 

meeting was called to order 10:00 am by Karly Perry, Town Clerk for the Town of West Bath, who subsequently read the 

warrant. 

 

Art. 1 Wayne Elliot nominated Kathryn McLean as Moderator & Warden, seconded by Glenda Lamarre. By way of 

written ballot, Kathryn McLean was voted as Moderator (3-0) and sworn in by Karly Perry at 10:00 am. 

(Kathryn McLean appointed Peter Lamarre as her Deputy Moderator/Warden. In the name of the State of 

Maine.)  

 

The polls opened at 10:01 am for the townspeople to cast their ballots in the remaining articles. 

 

Deputy Moderator & Warden Peter Lamarre closed the polls at 7pm concluding the Budget Town Meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

Election results are as follows: 

 

 

Art. 2  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $292,484 for General Government Wages.  

  

Yes: 154 

No: 12 

Blank: 3 

 

Art. 3  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $156,800 for Insurance & Benefits as detailed below: 

  

 Payroll Taxes $24,000.00 

 Retirement 26,300.00 

 Health Insurance 80,000.00 

 Workers Compensation 6,000.00 

 Volunteer Firefighter Insurance 1.000.00 

 Total: $156,800.00 

 

Yes: 164 

No: 4 

Blank: 1 
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Art. 4  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $115,140 for Town Administration as detailed below: 

 

 Office Expense $38,400.00 

 Computer/Technology 51,000.00 

 Selectmen’s Contingency 10,000.00 

 Voting 3,300.00 

 Cleaning 5,720.00 

 Building Maintenance 6720.00 

 Total: $115,140.00 

 

Yes: 160 

No: 7 

Blank: 2 

  

Art. 5  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate an amount not to exceed $150,000 from the Long-Term Capital 

Improvement Fund to conduct a Revaluation of all real estate and personal property. 

 

Yes: 114 

No: 52 

Blank: 3 

  

Art. 6  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $20,000 for Legal. 

 

Yes: 142 

No: 20 

Blank: 7  

 

Art. 7  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $211,832 for Protection as detailed below: 

 

 Ambulance $75,000.00 

 Hydrants 27,544.00 

 Fire Department Operation 81,510.00 

 Fire Department Incentive 22,580.00 

 Animal Control 5,198.00 

 Total: $211,832.00 

 

Yes: 165 

No: 2 

Blank: 2 

 

Art. 8  To see if the Town will vote to adopt the special firefighter employer contribution rate offered by the Maine 

Public Employee Retirement System for its eligible firefighter(s). 

 

Yes: 161 

No: 6 

Blank: 2 
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Art. 9  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate all dog licensing fees and penalties collected during FY 2021-2022, 

with the exception of the recording fee that must be retained by the municipal clerk pursuant to State law, as 

additional payment to the Animal Control Officer for services rendered to the Town. 

 

Yes: 152 

No: 15 

Blank: 2 

  

Art. 10  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $23,390 for Harbors and Waterways as detailed below: 

 

 Shellfish Warden $20,790.00 

 Boat 800.00 

 Harbor Master 1,800.00 

 Total: $23,390.00 

 

Yes: 158 

No: 10 

Blank: 1  

 

Art. 11  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate up to $4,132 from the Boat Excise/Mooring Fee/Marine Resources 

Joint Revenue Account for the Harbor Master’s stipend and reimbursements/expenses. 

 

Yes: 149 

No: 14 

Blank: 6  

 

Art. 12  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate up to $21,200 from the Boat Excise/Mooring Fee/Marine Resources 

Joint Revenue Account for the Shellfish Warden’s wages and expenses and Town boat expenses. 

 

Yes: 145 

No: 15 

Blank: 9  

 

Art. 13  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $12,750 for Sanitation as detailed below: 

 

 Solid Waste $11,750.00 

 Recycling Committee 1,000.00 

 Total: $12,750.00 

 

Yes: 158 

No: 5 

Blank: 6  

 

Art. 14  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,800 for the Garbage to Garden Composting program. 

 

Yes: 131 

No: 30 

Blank: 8  
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Art. 15  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate up to $131,750 and to appropriate FY 2021-2022 motor 

vehicle excise tax revenue for Public Works, for a total appropriate of $621,750 as detailed below: 

 

 General Roads $378,800.00 

 Salt Shed 700.00 

 Streetlights 2,000.00 

 Snow Removal 240,250.00 

 Total: $621,750.00 

 

Yes: 149 

No: 15 

Blank: 5  

 

Art. 16  Shall the ordinance entitled “Ordinance to Establish Board of Road Commissioners” enacted on July 31, 

2014, which provides that the Board of Selectmen serves as a three-person board of Road Commissioners, be 

repealed? 

 

Yes: 133 

No: 27 

Blank: 9  

 

Art. 17  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $300 for Cemeteries. 

 

Yes: 159 

No: 4 

Blank: 6  

 

Art. 18  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $8,677 for Community Agencies as detailed below: 

 

 Bath Area Food Bank $3,000.00 

 Sweetser 2,252.00 

 Midcoast Maine Community Action 1,500 

 New Hope for Women 525.00 

 Spectrum Generations 1,400.00 

 Total: $8677.00 

 

Yes: 153 

No: 11 

Blank: 5  

 

Art. 19  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $35,419 for the Patten Free Library. 

 

Yes: 143 

No: 22 

Blank: 4  
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Art. 20  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $3,000 for Planning Board stipends. 

 

Yes: 130 

No: 33 

Blank: 6  

 

Art. 21  To see if the Town will vote to carry forward all remaining appropriated but unexpended funds at the end of 

FY 2020-2021 from the General Assistance, Ambulance, Public Works, MDOT Local Road Assistance, Marine 

Resources/Harbors and Waterways, and Planning Board accounts, provided that the funds are used for the same 

purpose as originally designated. 

 

Yes: 158 

No: 5 

Blank: 6  

 

Art. 22  To see if the Town will vote to transfer $50,000 from unassigned fund balance (surplus) to be deposited in the 

Long-Term Capital Improvement Fund reserve account. 

 

Yes: 154 

No: 9 

Blank: 6  

 

Art. 23  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to apply any anticipated revenues, not otherwise 

dedicated for specific purposes, to reduce the FY 2021-2022 Tax Commitment. 

 

Yes: 159 

No: 4 

Blank: 6  

 

Art. 24  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to apply unassigned fund balance (surplus) exceeding 

12% of the total non-capital expenditures for FY 2020-2021, and not otherwise appropriated herein, to reduce 

the FY 2021-2022 Tax Commitment. 

 

Yes: 157 

No: 5 

Blank: 7  

 

Art. 25 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the payment of tax abatements approved by the Selectmen/Assessors 

from the property tax overlay or, if necessary, from unassigned fund balance (surplus). 

 

Yes: 143 

No: 14 

Blank: 12  
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Art. 26  To see if the Town will vote to fix the date of October 15, 2021 as the date when FY 2021-2022 taxes shall 

become due and payable and to charge 6.00% on unpaid taxes after that date. 

 

 Yes: 145 

 No: 15 

 Blank: 9 

 

Art. 27  To see if the Town will vote to set the interest rate to be paid by the Town on abated taxes at 2.00% for FY 

2021-2022. 

 

Yes: 146 

No: 12 

Blank: 11  

 

Art. 28  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector to accept prepayment of taxes. No interest shall be 

payable on any prepayment. 

 

Yes: 158 

No: 4 

Blank: 7  

 

Art. 29  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to direct the Treasurer to waive foreclosure of a real 

property tax lien mortgage if they determine such course of action to be in the best interests of the Town. 

 

Yes: 147 

No: 13 

Blank: 9  

 

Art. 30  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to dispose of Town-owned personal property with a 

value of over $500 and deemed by the Selectmen to be surplus on such terms as they deem advisable. 

 

Yes: 144 

No: 15 

Blank: 10  

 

Art. 31  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the selectmen to sell and dispose of all tax acquired property held by 

the Town on such terms as they deem advisable and to execute quitclaim deeds for such property, except that 

the Selectmen shall use the special sale process required by 36 M.R.S. §943-C for qualifying homestead 

property if they choose to sell it to anyone other than the former owner(s). 

 

Yes: 147 

No: 11 

Blank: 11  
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Art. 32  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to apply for and accept state, federal or other grants, on 

behalf of the Town for municipal purposes, including when necessary, the authority to sign grant contracts, 

documents and or other paperwork and accept the conditions that accompany grant funds, and to appropriate 

and expend such funds for authorized purposes, as the Selectmen deem in the best interests of the Town during 

the upcoming fiscal year. 

 

Yes: 154 

No: 6 

Blank: 9  

 

Art. 33  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to accept conditional or unconditional gifts of real 

property provided that no single gift obligates the Town to incur liabilities that total $1,000 or more per year, 

as determined by the Selectmen. 

 

Yes: 145 

No: 15 

Blank: 9  

 

Art. 34  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to accept or reject donations of personal property and/or 

to accept or reject gifts of money to the various accounts of the Town for the ensuing fiscal year and to 

appropriate those moneys donated for specific purposes. 

 

Yes: 144 

No: 15 

Blank: 10  

 

Art. 35  To see if the Town will vote to maintain, and exercise if appropriate, its right to take river herring from the New 

Meadows Lake consistent with the terms and conditions specified at the March 1977 Town Meeting. 

 

Yes: 144 

No: 11 

Blank: 14  

 

Art. 36  To see if the Town will vote to maintain a fishway on Winnegance Lake and to exercise its right to take river 

herring in accordance with the terms and conditions specified at the June 1988 Town Meeting and in agreement 

with the City of Bath and the Town of Phippsburg. 

 

Yes: 144 

No: 13 

Blank: 12  

 

Art. 37 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to negotiate a lease, license or easement, and related 

solar power purchase agreement, for terms not to exceed 20 years, to allow a solar array to be constructed on 

Town-owned property located at 52 Arthur J. Reno Road (Assessors’ Tax Map R01, Lot 9) on such further 

terms and conditions as the Selectmen deem to be in the best interests of the Town. 

 

Yes: 136 

No: 24 

Blank: 9  
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Art. 38  Shall an ordinance entitled “2022 Amendments to the Land Use Ordinance Regarding the 30% Expansion 

Rule on a Non-conforming Property” be enacted? 

 

Yes: 106 

No: 36 

Blank: 27  

 

Art. 39  Shall an ordinance entitled “2022 Amendments to the Land Use Ordinance Regarding the Modification of 

References to Fees” be enacted? 

 

Yes: 109 

No: 33 

Blank: 27  

 

Art. 40  Shall an ordinance entitled “2022 Amendments to the Land Use Ordinance Regarding the Revision of the 

Submission Timeline of Applications to the Planning Board” be enacted? 

 

Yes: 113 

No: 30 

Blank: 26  

 

Art. 41 To see if the Town will vote to increase the property tax levy limit established for the Town of West Bath by 

State law if the municipal budget approved under the preceding articles will result in a tax commitment that is 

greater than the property tax levy limit. 

 

Yes: 106 

No: 49 

Blank: 14  

 

Art. 42  School Budget.  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $3,962,584.33 and raise the sum of 

$3,434,748.45 for the 2021-2022 school budget? 

 

 Regular Instruction $2,340,385.95 

 Special Education 688,332.41 

 Career and Technical Education 0.00 

 Other Instruction 4,500.00 

 Student and Staff Support 265,429.27 

 System Administration 97,954.95 

 School Administration 212,324.55 

 Transportation 156,022.80 

 Facilities Maintenance 162,634.40 

 Debt Service & Other Commitments 0.00 

 Other Expenditures Including Food Service 35,000.00 

 Total $3,962.584.33 

 

Yes: 138 

No: 21 

Blank: 9  
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Art. 43  Cost Center Transfers. Shall the School Board of Directors be authorized to transfer amounts exceeding 5% 

of the total appropriation for any cost center to another cost center or among other cost centers for the 2021-

2022 fiscal year, provided that transfers shall not be permitted to increase the authorized total school budget?  

 

Yes: 145 

No: 20 

Blank: 4  

 

Art. 44 Aid for Other Programs. Shall the School Board of Directors be authorized to accept and expend any State, 

Federal, and other grants, aid, and receipts during the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 

2022 for school purposes, provided that such grants, aid, and receipts do not require the expenditure of other 

local funds not previously appropriated?  

 

Yes: 157 

No: 10 

Blank: 2  

 

Art. 45  Additional State Subsidy. In the event that the Town receives more State education subsidy than the amount 

included in its budget, shall the School Board of Directors be authorized to use all or part of the additional state 

subsidy to increase expenditures for school purposes in cost center categories approved by the School Board of 

Directors, increase the allocation of finances in a reserve fund approved by the School Board of Directors, 

and/or decrease the local cost share expectation, as defined in Title 20-A, section 15671-A(1)(B), for local 

property taxpayers for funding public education as approved by the School Board of Directors? 

 

Yes: 151 

No: 15 

Blank: 3  

 

Art. 46  Continuing School Budget Validation Referendum. Do you wish to reinstate the school budget validation 

referendum process for three years? 

 

Yes: 59 

No: 109 

Blank: 1  

 

 

 

 

 

I attest that this is a true copy of the Minutes of the  

West Bath Budget Town Meeting Referendum Election  

held on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 

  

  

  

_________________________________________  

ATTESTED BY: 

 Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk    

Town of West Bath, Maine 


