Town of West Bath

Selectmen Meeting Minutes
November 26, 2018

Town of West Bath Madelyn Hennessey, Chair - Present

Board of Selectmen: Kathleen Lavallee - Present
Peter Oceretko - Absent

Town Staff Present: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator

Public:

Karly Perry, Town Clerk
Ronald Beal, Assessor

David Hennessey, Joyce McCreight

A meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held Monday, November 26™, 2018 at 5:30 pm
in the Selectmen’s meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath.

VI.

VIL.

Call to Order at 5:30 pm

Selectman Hennessey announced the commencement of the Public Hearing for the purpose of the
adoption of the General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A-D for the period of October 1, 2018
through September 30, 2019.

Selectman Lavallee moved to adopt the ordinance as presented, seconded by Selectman
Hennessey. Selectman Hennessey opened the floor to public comment, to which David
Hennessey confirmed that this ordinance is State mandated. Administrator Poland confirmed that
this ordinance must be adopted annually in compliance with State of Maine requirements.
Hearing no other comments, Selectman Hennessey closed the public comment session.
Selectman unanimously approved.

Attendance and Establishment of Quorum Yes
Pledge of Allegiance was said.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approval of Minutes:
a.) November 5, 2018 Board of Selectmen Meeting
2. Approval of Warrant(s):
a.) Municipal
b.) School Department
3. Upcoming Meeting(s):
a.) December 10, 2018 at 5:30pm in the West Bath Town Office
Selectman Lavallee moved to approve consent agenda and minutes, seconded by Selectman
Hennessey. Selectmen unanimously approved

SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Selectman Lavallee noted that she will be attending meetings of the Lower Kennebec Livable
Communities on behalf of the town, thanking those who have submitted surveys to the group,
which she has already begun reviewing.

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS: NONE
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VIII.

1.

BUSINESS ITEMS

District 51 State Representative, Joyce “Jay” McCreight

Representative McCreight presented her goals for the upcoming legislative session with the
Board of Selectmen including working on a previous bill for marine flares, addressing the
wait list for commercial lobster licenses, creating guidelines focusing on predation efforts
(such as netting) for shellfish harvesters, and working to improve the bill previously passed
regarding terminally ill lobstermen. Rep. McCreight also discussed the prolonged power
outage of October 2017 and an idea brought forth which would allow licensed individuals to
deal with downed wires rather than waiting for the power company to fix lines. Rep.
McCreight also brought up a concern posed by Administrator Poland regarding FCC
funding, which may cause towns to lose cable franchise revenues, and important resource for
West Bath.

Rep. McCreight went on to discuss health care bills she is working on resulting from her
time on the opioid epidemic task force, and also reviewed a group she is putting together
with DMR to review aquaculture.

Selectman Hennessey expressed interest in funding for special education, stressing that
funding should be attached to the student and not the school system. Discussion followed
regarding the “Raise the Floor” initiative, which would help to subsidize towns classified as
minimal receivers for school funding. David Hennessey discussed revenue sharing along
with school funding, and the burden put on towns by the State. Rep McCreight expanded on
the topic, stating that she is hopeful that the homestead exemption can be increased as well.

Discussion followed regarding road issues specific to West Bath, as well as the impact of
rising tides and erosion on coastal roads.

The Selectmen thanked Representative McCreight for her time and attention to West Bath.

Central Maine Power Company Project

Selectman Hennessey reviewed discussion from the November 5" Selectmen’s Meeting
where CMP requested permission to access town-owned properties and the possibility of the
Town granting an easement. Administrator Poland confirmed that at this point it is not
necessary to decide whether or not to grant an easement or any other type of transaction,
however it would be helpful to CMP to receive the Right of Entry in order to assess the land
for power line expansion.

Selectman Lavallee moved to grant Central Maine Power Company permission by
signing the Right of Entry as presented, seconded by Selectman Hennessey. Selectmen
unanimously approved.

Energy Committee Report

Mr. Hennessey announced that two audits are scheduled for Town Hall and the West Bath
School, which will allow the town to compare three separate audits to decide the appropriate
course of action. Mr. Hennessey noted that the West Bath Fire Department already
completed work to upgrade lighting and is no longer in need of energy upgrades, crediting
Ron Ouellette for the job well done.

Safety Committee Report
Town Clerk Perry reported that the Town Office staff determined that rekeying of the outside
door and the town vault rooms were necessary and that the work has been completed.

Other
None
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IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Selectman Lavallee moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Title 1 M.R.S.A. §405
(6) (A) for the purpose of discussing personnel, seconded by Selectman Hennessey.

Selectmen unanimously approved. Selectmen entered into executive session at 6:00 pm.
Executive session completed at 6:57.

X.  ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 6:58 pm by unanimous acclamation.

A true attested copy,

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk



