Town of West Bath
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 7%, 2019 @ 5:30PM

Committee Members:

Ashleigh Randall, Secretary- Present
Mary Wallace, Vice Chair - Present
Antoinette Tate - Present

Carl Turner - Present

Madelyn Hennessey - Present

Juanita Wilson - Present

Jim Williams (Planning Board) - Present

Town Staff:
Karly Perry
Kristine Poland

Residents:
Jeremie Whorff

A meeting of the West Bath Comprehensive Plan Committee was held on Tuesday, January 7, 2019 at
5:30PM in the Selectman’s Meeting Room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West
Bath.

l. Call to Order — 5:35PM
Il. Attendance and Establishment of Quorum: Yes
Il Pledge of Allegiance was said.
V. Citizen’s Comments - none
V. Business Items
a. Committee Chair Discussion
i. David Hennessey has stepped down as Chair of this Committee due to personal
reasons
ii. Mary Wallace will preside over this meeting
iii. Election of a new committee chairperson
1. Ashleigh Randall made a motion to elect Antoinette Tate as the chair at
5:38PM, Mary Wallace seconded the motion. Unanimously approved.
iv. Meeting was turned over to the new chair person
b. Community Survey Feedback
i. With 61 participants, pleasantly surprised with the participation rate
ii. With holiday timing, will leave it open for a little longer to see if we receive any
more responses
iii. Recreational Opportunities at the bottom of the factors in choosing to reside in
West Bath — proximity to Bath and Brunswick could explain this, different levels
of recreation depending on age, maybe look into developing a volunteer
recreation committee
iv. Quality of Life — why do we think this ranked so highly? This factor is a
representation of life in West Bath as a whole.



Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xii.

Xiii.

Xiv.

XV.
XVi.

XVii.

General consensus is that people like the way that West Bath currently is. There
are opportunities and services that exist in close proximity that we don’t need
to make extensive changes to our community.
School — property values have increased, fluctuation of people that have moved
into West Bath due to the quality and independence of the school. Knowing that
there is a great public school in town is important whether or not you have
children attending there or not.
Senior Services — rated the lowest. Is it because the older demographicisin
good enough health that the services aren’t needed enough? Opinion is that the
services are non-existent.
If we are taking the survey and working our plan around it — what do we need to
take into consideration? How do we use this? Encouraging that it seems as
though people are actually happy with living in West Bath — not many drastic
changes. If we are soliciting people’s opinions, then we need to actually take
them into consideration and put them to use.
Sidewalks on New Meadows — around the school especially, children walking to
school
Commercial development — general consensus is that people do not want a lot
of development, but they do want their taxes to be/remain low
Condition of Private Property — anything that can be done about the
appearance? Limited ordinances in place that allow us any legal standing in
regards to how people keep their home and land. Legal jurisdiction v. Moral
jurisdiction — people’s lives, property rights, etc.
Public Transportation (for seniors especially) — maybe develop an informal
network on a volunteer basis, town office could be the contact point but not
need to be involved
1. As a further discussion to this point, how to incorporate a committee to
oversee opportunities for seniors in our town — recreation, welfare
checks, transportation, etc.
The current comprehensive plan doesn’t seem to be too far off course —we
must make sure that we have some sort of accountability to make sure that the
action items that we have included in the updated plan are followed through on
Encourage mixed use construction within the business zone — cost effective,
draw self employed families, encourage people to participate in our community,
increase the tax base
1. Planning board ordinances — possibly need to be reviewed to make our
town more friendly to commercial use
2. Signage to steer people towards our commercial businesses
a. Signage ordinances may need to be reviewed as well
3. We are trying to promote businesses but we are also putting limitations
in place that deter growth and expansion
“Welcome to West Bath” signs at town borders
Recreational Marijuana discussion? State law currently prohibits retail sales
unless the town specifically says that we want it — automatic prohibition, you
have to opt in
Is tourism a factor in this discussion? Not currently, more geared toward the
residents.



xviii. Utilities — access to high speed internet (Birch Point and Mountain Road
specifically)

xix. Nothing is mentioned in regards to about taking pride in the town —how do we
work this in for citizens to take pride in their town? Maybe this will help to
encourage property clean ups. How do we foster a culture of community pride,
networking, and involvement? “How can we help?”

1. Arethere any grants available? If it is in your plan, you are more likely to
qualify for the grants. Special consideration is given to those that have
previously discussed.

c. Review and Discussion of Current Comprehensive Plan/Develop Work Plan
i. Have not heard from Phil Carey in regards to the review of our current
comprehensive plan
ii. We would like to hear back from the state before we spend too much time
iii. Antoinette will reach out to him to ask for an estimated timeline before
scheduling our next meeting
iv. Town meeting timeline seems a bit aggressive or optimistic but we also need to
be optimistic
VI. Consent Agenda
a. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes — Mary Wallace made a motion to approve the
minutes as amended, Carl Turner seconded. Approved @ 6:44PM.
i. Amendments — Ashleigh Randall made the motion to nominate Mary Wallace
for Vice Chair, motion was seconded by David Hennessey
b. Upcoming Meetings
i. Monday, February 4" @ 5:30PM in the Selectman’s Meeting Room at the Town
Office
VII. Adjournment
a. Motion to adjourn made by Ashleigh Randall @ 6:46PM, seconded by Mary Wallace,
unanimously approved



