Town of West Bath
Selectmen Meeting Minutes
Monday, September 23, 2019

Town of West Bath Madelyn Hennessey, Chair - Present

Board of Selectmen: Kathleen Lavallee - Present
Peter Oceretko - Present

Town Staff Present: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator

Public:

VI.

VII.

Karly Perry, Town Clerk
Stephen Renaud, Road Commissioner

David Hennessey, Tracey Renaud

A meeting of the West Bath Board of Selectmen was held Monday, September 23, 2019 at 5:30 pm
in the Selectmen’s meeting room of the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath.

Call to Order at 5:30 pm
Attendance and Establishment of Quorum Yes
Pledge of Allegiance was said.

CONSENT AGENDA 1. Approval of Minutes:
a.) September 9, 2019 Board of Selectmen Meeting
2. Approval of Warrant(s):
a.) Municipal
b.) School Department
3. Upcoming Meeting(s):
a.) Monday, October 7, 2019 at 5:30pm in the West Bath Town Office
Selectman Oceretko moved to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Selectman Lavallee. Selectmen
unanimously approved

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Selectman Oceretko moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to M.R.S.8405 (6)(e) for the purpose of
consulting with the Town Attorney, seconded by Selectman Lavallee. Selectmen unanimously approved.
Selectmen entered into Executive Session at 5:35 pm. Executive Session ended at 5:45 pm.

SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Selectman Hennessey announced that the purpose of the Executive Session was for the Selectmen to consult with
the Town Attorney regarding a lawsuit initiated by Comcast in response to new legislation regarding how
companies are allowed to provide services. In response, Comcast is currently prosecuting all towns in which they
currently provide services, in addition to the State of Maine itself. Jensen Baird Gardiner & Henry, who also
provides legal counsel for the Town of Kittery will be filing a Motion to Dismiss.

Selectman Oceretko noted that failing to respond to the suit could result in a default judgment against the Town.

David Hennessey asked what the State’s intentions on the suit are, to which nobody knew the answer. Mr.
Hennessey suggested contacting Representatives McCreight and Vitelli as well. Discussion followed regarding
the Town’s current contract with Comcast (set to end 2027).

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS: NONE
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Vil BUSINESS ITEMS (Acting in the capacity of the Board of Selectmen)

1. Road Commissioner’s Report
Road Commissioner, Steve Renaud, reviewed recent paving and ditching of Fosters Point Road, which went
overbudget of estimate given. Mr. Renaud noted that the funds are available to finish the work (including
shoulders), as well as intended work on Kings Point Rd if the Selectmen are agreeable. Mr. Renaud noted that
Selectmen would also need to make a decision on putting work out to bid.

Mr. Renaud continued on to note that he had received a phone call from a Sabino Road resident with concerns
regarding the culvert project detour which will need to be addressed. Town Administrator, Kristine Poland,
stated that she was aware there was a second abutter involved, noting that she will follow up with the resident.

Mr. Renaud presented photos of a hole in the road at Birch Point Road, the route cause of which has not yet
been determined. The hole has been filled with rocks as a safety precaution, however Mr. Renaud suggested
that the road be cut open to determine the origin, as filling the hole may cause further damage to the road as
water may be causing the damage and would seek an alternate route.

The Road Commissioner continued on to suggest that the Town put out rate requests from local contractors to
refer to in emergency situations to avoid increased costs. He also confirmed that winter sand is currently
being delivered to the sand/salt shed.

Mr. Renaud concluded by stating his desire in the upcoming budget season to set a schedule for work to town
roads to keep a steady budget for roads. The goal of this would be to have a rotation for roadwork so that no
road falls into a more expensive state of disrepair.

Mrs. Poland reviewed discussion with a resident on Sugar Hill Lane who is requesting work to her driveway
culvert concurrent with the Sabino Road culvert project. Mr. Renaud stated that he could look at the area,
although he is familiar with the location as it received significant damage by beavers. Most likely, this repair
would be at the owner’s expense and therefor, they would need to coordinate with the winning bidder for the
project (the bid has not yet been awarded).

2. LED Lighting Project
Mrs. Poland reviewed invoices from ReVision for the school portion of the lighting project (one invoice has
already been paid, the other on the current warrant), noting that this will leave the school portion of the
project paid in full, with the school owing the Town $1500.00 for work done.

Mrs. Poland went on to announce that a grant is now available which would offset the cost of the Town Office
portion of the lighting project by up to 75%. Mrs. Poland asked the Selectmen’s approval to move forward
with the grant request, adding the dimmers to the Town Office with an additional expense to repair ceilings.
Selectman Hennessey moved to authorize the Town Administrator to apply for the lighting grant,
seconded by Selectman Lavallee. Selectmen unanimously approved.

3. Comprehensive Planning Process
Mrs. Poland reviewed the current reduction in attendance with the Comprehensive Plan Committee and
suggested moving forward as a smaller group, calling on additional board members when necessary. Rather
than dividing the project amongst the members, Mrs. Poland believes it may be more effective for the entire
group to review the document line-by-line, adjusting as necessary.

Mr. Hennessey suggested calling in an employee from the State to review the current plan and suggest edits.
Selectman Hennessey and agreed that holding the meetings as workshops would waylay any attendance
concerns as well.

4. Policy on Town Committee Process
The Selectmen agreed to table this agenda item.
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5. Meeting Schedule
The Selectmen reviewed their schedule for the remainder of the calendar year and agreed to the following:
Monday, October 7, 2019 5:30 pm
Monday, October 28, 2019 5:30 pm
Monday, November 18, 2019  5:30 pm
Monday, December 2, 2019 5:30 pm
Monday, December 16, 2019  5:30 pm

6. Other: NONE
X. BUSINESS ITEMS (Acting in the capacity of the Board of Assessors)

1. Certificates of Abatement
Mrs. Poland reviewed the following abatement requests:

Benjamin and Ida Beal, 35 Great Heron Drive (R03 22-4)

Assessing Agent, Ron Beale, is recommending an abatement in the amount of $210.00, reflecting the amount
of the homestead exemption on the property (the application was completed by the applicant, but misread,
causing the exemption to not be applied).

City of Bath, Wing Farm Road (R01 13)

Mr. Beale noted that the land, previously in tree growth, was sold to RSU1l without penalty. His
recommendation is an abatement in the amount of $55.65.

Selectman Oceretko moved to grant both abatements as presented, seconded by Selectman Lavallee.
Selectmen unanimously approved.

2. Other: NONE

XIl.  ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm by unanimous acclamation.

A true attested copy,

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk



