Town of West Bath

Selectmen Meeting Minutes
Thursday, February 25, 2021

Town of West Bath Kathleen Lavallee, Chair - Present

Board of Selectmen: Suzanne Andresen - Present
Madelyn Hennessey - Present

Town Staff Present: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator

Public:

Karly Perry, Town Clerk

David Hennessey, Darlene Estabrook Gerry Mitchell,
Nicole Walker, Leah Zartarian, Tressa Quinn, Deborah Fortin

A meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held via Zoom conferencing on Thursday, February 25" at 5:30 pm

VII.

CALL TO ORDER at 5:30 pm

ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM - Yes
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE WAS SAID.

CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Minutes:
a. February 4, 2021
2. Approval of Warrant(s):
a. Municipal
b. School
3. Upcoming Board of Selectmen Meeting(s):
a. Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.
(This meeting will be held in person at the West Bath Fire Hall)

Selectman Hennessey moved to accept the consent agenda, seconded by Selectman Andresen.
Roll call vote: Yeas: Selectman Hennessey, Selectman Andresen, Selectman Lavallee
Nays: None
Motion passed 3/0

SELECTMEN COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Town Administrator Kristine Poland suggested the Board move agenda item VII. Ahead of VI. in order to
allow the Assessing Agent to speak first.

Selectman Hennessey moved to take agenda items out of order, seconded by Selectman Andresen
Roll call vote: Yeas: Selectman Hennessey, Selectman Andresen, Selectman Lavallee

Nays: None

Motion passed 3/0

BUSINESS ITEMS (BOARD OF ASSESSORS)

1. Abatements
Assessing Agent Ron Beal presented three abatements to the Board of Assessors, noting that all three
are clerical adjustments due to exempt personal property taxes that did not transfer correctly from the
assessing software to billing software during the commitment process. No revenue will be lost as
these tax exemptions are due to a State reimbursement program. Abatements are as follows:
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Acct P20 Bills Garage $916.49
Acct P67 Pine Tree Waste 2908.42
Acct P37 William Scotsman, Inc.  45.55

Selectman Hennessey moved to accept the personal property abatements as presented by the
assessing agent, seconded by Selectman Andresen.
Roll call vote: Yeas: Selectman Hennessey, Selectman Andresen, Selectman Lavallee

Nays: None

Motion passed 3/0

BUSINESS ITEMS (BOARD OF SELECTMEN)

1. Application for Driveway Permit, Arthur J. Reno Sr. Road

Discussion with Road Commissioner

Tressa Quinn introduced herself and reviewed the history of the property in questions, which she and
her aunt and uncle inherited from her grandparents, noting the abutting properties. Ms. Quinn
reviewed her difficulty in acquiring a driveway permit as well as conversation with the realtor noting
a previous attempt as well. Ms. Quinn also reviewed that her property is currently being used by
ATVs and snowmobiles, who cross the road frequently at the site of the proposed driveway. Ms.
Quinn has discussed the issue with the Maine Department of Transportation, who confirmed that
driveway permits on Town roads are approved at the discretion of the Town. Ms. Quinn also
discussed sharing a driveway with her abutting neighbor, who preferred that they not share a
driveway. Ms. Quinn then concluded by noting the amount paid in property taxes for the parcel
which has been deemed unusable by the refusal of the permit.

Selectman Hennessey asked Road Commissioner Steve Renaud why the application was rejected, to
which Mr. Renaud reviewed State standards for site distance on a hill, further stressing the dangers of
the road which is frequented by heavy duty vehicles which put the driveway at a greater risk.
Selectman Hennessey asked Mr. Renaud if he had ever violated State guidelines, to which Mr.
Renaud noted that this is the first permit he has ever had to deny, also noting that site distance
requirements are set by the speed limit.

Selectman Andresen stated that she would not be comfortable granting access without a site visit to
the property, but would be happy to visit the site once the weather improves.

Nicole Walker spoke in support of Ms. Quinn, encouraging the Selectmen to walk the site.

Selectman Hennessey stated that the Road Commissioner has historically used good judgement, and
would not overturn his decision without a site review. Selectman Hennessey further noted that ATVs
and snowmobiles are not authorized to cross by the Town and that the Over the Hill ATV Riders is a
private organization. Any issues with recreational vehicles should be taken up privately.

Ms. Quinn expressed concern that Mr. Renaud may have a conflict of interest due to the name of the
road in question.

Selectman Hennessey moved to table the item until such time when the Board of Selectman is able
to visit the site of the requested permit, seconded by Selectman Andresen.
Roll call vote: Yeas: Selectman Hennessey, Selectman Andresen, Selectman Lavallee

Nays: None

Motion passed 3/0
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2. Road Commissioner Report
Mr. Renaud stated that Town roads will be posted within the next few days in response to spring
thawing. (Selectman Andresen confirmed that details to posting will be added to the website).

Mr. Renaud went on to review his plan for spring maintenance to overlay the entire Fosters Point
Road, as well as additional work to the Bull Rock Road extending to the boat launch. Mr. Renaud
then reviewed a phone call from Bill Haggett of Birch Point Road, which will require further
discussion as to what work can be done. Mrs. Poland asked if the it would be possible to partially
address issues at Birch Point Road while waiting for a grant to support the necessary engineering. Mr.
Renaud said that there may be work that can be done prior to a major project, but he will need to
further discuss with the engineer firm.

Selectman Andresen asked how much sand and salt the town has used, to which Mr. Renaud noted
that sand and salt use have been minimal and the Town may have saved money, further noting that
minimal complaints have been received under the new contract.

David Hennessey noted that the Road Commissioner is scheduled to meet with the Budget Advisory
Committee on Thursday, March 18",

Mrs. Poland stated that the traffic light at State Road, Fosters Point Road and New Meadows Road is
currently scheduled to be activated in mid-March.

3. Select Board Liasons Report
Selectman Andresen reviewed that she attended a broadband webinar hosted by the State, at which
she received ideas on how to further address issues, specifically acknowledging Mountain Road’s
struggle with broadband internet.

Selectman Andresen then reviewed Planning Board updates, noting that updated applications are now
online and the fee schedule will still need to be reviewed. Darlene Estabrook, Planning Board Chair,
went on to review ordinance changes as emailed to the Board, which includes changes regarding non-
conforming lots, clarifications to basement specs, volume of structure, Development Review
Ordinance changes, modifications to requirements for right title and interest, clarifications to abutter
notifications and removal of fee amounts from the Ordinance to allow for fluctuations approved by
the Selectmen.

Selectman Hennessey asked if the changes are necessary to comply with State ordinance, expressing
concern over the length of the ballot and suggested that changes may be held over to a future Town
Meeting. Discussion followed on whether or not to include ordinance changes on the next Town
Meeting ballot.

Mrs. Estabrook reviewed further changes to the ordinance including those to the business district and
signage still being reviewed by the Planning Board. Selectman Andresen thanked the Planning Board
for their hard work.

4. Town Administrator’s Report
Mrs. Poland stated that the request for proposals for the reevaluation is now ready for attorney
review.

Mrs. Poland reviewed discussion with Scott Funston, who is no longer interested in pursuing a noise
ordinance specific to Campbells Pond Road. Selectman agreed that they would like to continue to
move forward pursuing a noise ordinance for the Town.
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Mrs. Poland reviewed training available to the Board of Selectmen on Tuesday, March 9" which will
qualify the Town of West Bath for FEMA grants. The Board agreed to attend the training.

5. Future Agenda Items
Mrs. Poland reviewed that the Board of Selectmen will meet weekly in March. Meetings will be held
in person at the West Bath Fire Hall at 5:30, with meetings of the Budget Advisory Committee
immediately following, further noting that the meeting on March 11" will be held remotely in order
to accommodate the West Bath School Department.

Selectman Lavallee noted another article in the Times Record regarding the Town of Brunswick’s
landfill closing and utilization of the West Bath transfer station and asked that Pine Tree Waste meet
again with the Board of Selectmen to discuss concerns.

6. Other
Mr. Hennessey asked for an update on the solar farm, which Mrs. Poland noted is moving forward
with the expectation that a warrant article will be included on the ballot for the Town Meeting
Referendum Election.

VII. PUBLIC COMMENT
None

VIIl. EXECUTIVE SESSION
Selectman Hennessey moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S. § 405 (6)(C) to
discuss lease terms for a prospective solar project on Town property, seconded by Selectman
Andresen.
Roll call vote: Yeas: Selectman Hennessey, Selectman Andresen, Selectman Lavallee
Nays: None
Motion passed 3/0

Selectmen entered into Executive Session at 7:03 pm and exited Executive Session at 7:15 pm.

Selectman Andresen moved to instruct the Town Administrator to retain the services of the
Town attorney to negotiate on behalf of the Town of West Bath, seconded by Selectman
Hennessey. Selectman unanimously approved.

IX. ADJOURNMENT
Selectmen adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 7:16 pm.

A true attested copy,

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk



