
West Bath Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

 

Planning Board: Darlene Estabrook, Chair - Present 

   Gerry Mitchell, Vice Chair - Present 

   Jeremie Whorff   - Present 

   Jim Williams   - Present 

   Jay Paris, Alternate  - Present 

 

Select Board Liaison:  Suzanne Andresen  - Absent 

 

Staff:   Jonathan Beane, Code Enforcement Officer 

   Karly Perry, Town Clerk 

 

Public:   David Paquette, William Kelly, Mike Kelly, Merrilee Wilson 

 

The West Bath Planning Board held a meeting on Tuesday, July 13, 2021, at 6:00 pm, 

at the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, Maine. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  

Mrs. Estabrook called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM:  

Planning Board members introduced themselves and stated their names for the record. 

Ms. Estabrook called for a motion to add Mr. Paris to tonight’s meeting as a regular member (Mr. Paris is 

currently an alternate member). 

Mr. Whorff moved to add Mr. Paris as a regular member to the meeting, seconded by Mr. Mitchell. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

III. AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: None 

 

IV. APPLICANTS: 

 

1. David Paquette 

Commercial Building Expansion 

363 State Road, West Bath 

Map/Lot: U07/13  

 

Mr. Paquette presented his proposal for an addition to a building current located at 363 State Road. The 

addition is 22’x32’ with a 12’ ceiling, a single window and single exterior door with access into the addition 

from the original building. Mr. Paquette confirmed that the building will be heated in the same manner as 

the rest of the building. 

 

Mr. Williams reviewed the property layout and confirmed that the addition is to the dance studio. 

 

Mr. Whorff confirmed that the drawings presented show two separate lots as they pertain to impervious 

ground. Mr. Paquette stated that the existing parking will not be expanded. The addition of a concrete slab 

for the addition will be the only alteration to the lot’s impervious area. The addition does not require DEP 

permitting. 

 

Mr. Paris asked if the project meets setback requirements for the wetlands, to which Mr. Paquette stated 

that there are no wetlands on the site.  

 

Ms. Estabrook reviewed site construction plan with Mr. Paquette who stated that that he would be handling 

the earthwork himself. He is aware of DEP erosion control measure requirements. 

 

Mr. Paris clarified that the abutter to the project has wetlands on their property. 

 

Ms. Estabrook reviewed application site plan requirements with Mr. Paquette noting that the only additional 

site lighting will be a small wall sconce at the addition’s entrance for safety. 

 

Mr. Whorff moved to accept the application as presented, seconded by Mr. Williams.  

Motion passed unanimously. 
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V. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND COMMENT 

 

1. William and Mike Kelly presented a proposed building expansion to the Board for review. William Kelly 

noted that the current building does not meet the setbacks from the road, however William Kelly also owns 

the abutting property. Ms. Estabrook discussed how the property line may be moved in order to allow room 

for the building expansion and that a survey showing both lots would be required. Discussion followed on 

other building options as well as the maximum building area for the lot. 

 

Ms. Estabrook stressed that because the acreage of both lots make them non-conforming, the lots’ current 

acreages would need to be maintained. She then went on to clarify that William Kelly would need to submit 

a formal application to the Planning Board with a detailed sketch of the addition and location of the property 

for a full review. 

 

Mr. Williams confirmed that the Board does not have the ability to reduce the road setback, to which Ms. 

Estabrook stated that because the property is on a Town-owned road the Board cannot make setback 

reductions, if it were a private road a setback reduction would be allowed. Discussion followed regarding 

setbacks and the intent of the ordinance. 

 

2. Merrilee Wilson questioned a building permit for a float recently approved by the Code Enforcement 

Officer. Ms. Wilson stated the application should have been reviewed by the Harbormaster in accordance 

with the Waterways and Harbors Ordinance. Ms. Wilson suggested that the process and application for 

docks and floats be reversed. 

 

Ms. Estabrook stated that the Waterways and Harbors Ordinance and the approval of docks and floats is 

outside the scope of the Planning Board and the suggestion would be more appropriately addressed to the 

Select Board. 

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

1. Ms. Estabrook announced that the Select Board has approved a new Fees & Penalties Schedule, copies have 

been given to Board members. 

 

2. Ms. Estabrook discussed her conversation with the Select Board regarding the review of the Land Use 

Ordinance by MCEDD, noting that work will be delayed until a new Director has been announced. 

Discussion followed as to whether the Board would like to continue to work on ordinance changes for 

presentation at the November vote. The Board agreed to break from ordinance changes until a later date, 

when the MCEDD work is decided upon. Ms. Estabrook also noted that some new applications are near 

completion as well. 

 

3. Mr. Paris stated his preference that alternate board members be allowed full participation at meetings, to 

which Mr. Williams noted that anyone is welcome to ask questions during the meeting. Per Maine 

Municipal Association, alternate members do not have decision-making rights unless voted to regular status 

at a meeting when regular members are absent. Mr. Paris agreed but noted that it is important for new 

members to learn the process by further meeting involvement. Mr. Paris then offered to convert from an 

alternate to a regular member of the Planning Board, to which the Board agreed. 

 

4. Ms. Estabrook stated that the Board must vote to appoint a chair and vice chair annually in June, however 

no meeting took place in June, therefor appointments should be made at tonight’s meeting. 

Mr. Whorff moved to nominate Ms. Estabrook as Chair for the Planning Board, seconded by Mr. 

Mitchell. Motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Whorff moved to nominate Mr. Mitchell as Vice Chair for the Planning Board, seconded by Mr. 

Williams. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 



Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

 

 

Page 3 of 3 

 

VII. SET NEXT MEETING DATE, AUGUST 10, 2021:  

 

VIII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

May minutes were not available for final review. 

Mr. Whorff moved to table approval of minutes to the next regular meeting, seconded by Mr. Mitchell. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. Estabrook moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Mitchell. 

Meeting adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 7:14 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A true, attested copy 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk 


