Town of West Bath
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, May 9, 2022

Comp Plan Committee: Town Staff: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator
David Hennessey, Chair
Bob Weir, Vice Chair Select Board: Suzanne Andresen

Sandra Basgall
Paul Coombs

Consultant: Max Johnstone, MCOG

Darlene Estabrook - absent

Leah Zartarian

Call to Order at 6:00 pm.

Attendance and establishment of Quorum: a quorum was determined.
Pledge of Allegiance: recited.

Approval of Minutes: none.

Committee Comments: Basgall stated that she would like to discuss the online survey

mechanism with Johnstone. The survey questions are presented online at surveyplanet.com in addition to
paper. Basgall feels the format is awkward and she would like to suggest some technical changes to
encourage a better response from the community. Hennessey pointed out that the survey had already been
approved by the Select Board. Johnstone offered to add a line to the online survey to indicate that a
guestion is either not applicable, or that the respondent doesn’t have enough information to provide an

answer.

VI.

Business Items:
1. Update and review of plan sections:

The committee reviewed draft changes to the Recreation & Open Space section of the
plan made by the consultant. Johnstone noted that the first three redlined paragraphs are
merged with the Recreation Programs from the 2005 inventory, so there will be overlap.
The paragraphs that were struck were placed on the second page of the section in a chart.
Paragraph 1: “by inter-municipal agreement” and “always” will be removed from the
third sentence. Also, “and trail systems” will be added after “ball fields”.

Paragraph 2: “with permission” will be added after “open to the public”.

Paragraph 3: “range of activities” will be changed to “range of opportunities”.
Paragraph 4: “recreational clammers, boaters and strollers” will be changed to
“recreational and commercial shellfish harvesters, fishermen, and boaters”.

Chart on second page: Reference may be made to availability of parking permits for
Sabino Landing. The number of spaces available for parking at each of the landings will




VII.

VIII.

be confirmed. In the paragraph that follows the chart, “commercial boat ramps” will be
changed to “public boat ramps” to indicate that the ramps will be available to both
commercial and recreational uses.

“Analysis/Issues” beginning on second page: The reference to state statute and the first
paragraph on the third page are state checklist items, required for the Implementation
Plan.

It was suggested that a paragraph be added regarding trail systems, without citing specific
names.

A change should also be made regarding the [limited “access from” publicly owned land
surrounding the boat ramps].

The entire paragraph beginning “Smaller neighborhood parks” should be removed.
“Sawyer Park Landing” should be referenced in the following paragraph, and references
to “upper” and “lower” New Meadows River should be removed.

Johnstone asked whether the committee would prefer the Goals & Policies to appear with
each section, or just with the Implementation Plan, indicating that there are advantages to
both. He will provide an example to show how it will flow if it is just in the
Implementation Plan.

Johnstone also noted that it is up to the town to decide what it wants to define as
recreation. The committee briefly discussed fish & game clubs, accessing regional
facilities, bike paths, what the Town Office offers for licensing and registration, and land
trust trails.

Outline next steps:

The committee requested Word versions of the History & Archaeological Resources and
Recreation & Open Space sections of the plan for ease of editing.

Johnstone was asked to include a footer with each section indicating the date of the draft.
Surveys will be printed for distribution at the Informational Session and the Annual
Budget Town Meeting.

Determine June meeting schedule:

Meetings were scheduled for Monday June 6" and Monday June 27",

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: motion to adjourn at 7:32 pm.



