Select Board:

Town of West Bath

Select Board Meeting Minutes
Thursday, May 19, 2022

Town of West Bath  Kathleen Lavallee, Chair - Present
Suzanne Andresen - Absent
Madelyn Hennessey - Present

Town Staff Present:  Kristine Poland, Town Administrator

Public:

Karly Perry, Town Clerk

David Hennessey

A meeting of the Select Board was held at the West Bath Town Hall, Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 5:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER at 5:30 pm

ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM - Yes

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE WAS SAID.

.
Il.
1.
V.

VI.

CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approval of Minutes:
a. May 5, 2022
2. Approval of Warrant(s):
a. Municipal
b. School
3. Upcoming Board of Selectmen Meeting(s):

a. Thursday, June 2, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. at the West Bath Fire Hall
Municipal Officer Hennessey moved to approve the warrants as presented, seconded
by Municipal Officer Lavallee. Select Board unanimously approved.

SELECT BOARD COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS - None

BUSINESS ITEMS

1.

Sagadahoc County Hazard Mitigation Plan Adoption

Town Administrator Kristine Poland announced that the Board has reached the deadline to
submit the plan in order to qualify for upcoming FEMA funding.

Municipal Officer Lavallee, seconded by Municipal Officer Hennessey, moved to
approve the Sagadahoc County Hazard Mitigation Plan as presented. Select Board
unanimously approved.

Certificate of Appreciation for New Businesses, Proposal

Mrs. Poland recommended that the Board table this matter until Municipal Officer
Andresen is present.

Municipal Officer Lavallee, seconded by Municipal Officer Hennessey, moved to
table Item 2 to the next meeting. Select Board unanimously approved.

Select Board Rules of Procedure, Draft

Mrs. Poland recommended that the Board table this matter until Municipal Officer
Andresen is present. Municipal Officer Hennessey agreed that she would like additional
time to review and to allow for public review. The Select Board agreed to table Item 3.
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4. Lawn Mowing Bids
Mrs. Poland presented a draft contract for the Town Lawn Mowing, noting that the contract
is same as the current contract.

Municipal Officer Lavallee asked if there are any issues with the current contractor.
Municipal Officer Hennessey noted that cemeteries have not been kept up with. Town
Clerk Karly Perry added that lawn mowing at Town Hall is done during office hours despite
a request by office staff that mowing be done after hours to avoid damage to vehicles and
decreased volume in parking lot. Ms. Perry added that the current contractor was paid for
April, although no work was done until May and in addition the contractor did not provide
any fall leaf cleanup and does not tend to the gardens. Mrs. Poland stated that the current
contract language is vague, to which Municipal Officer Lavallee suggested that more
detailed language be added to the contract.

David Hennessey suggested that the County may have contact information for the Master
Gardening Program which may provide a volunteer to maintain the garden. Municipal
Officer Hennessey volunteered to reach out to Sagadahoc County.

5. Town Administrators Report
Mrs. Poland stated that the Totten’s requested clarifying changes to the letter signed by the
Board at the previous meeting. These changes do not alter the meaning, but rather clarify
verbiage used by the Assessing Agent. The Select Board signed the revised document.

Mrs. Poland reviewed a request by Mr. Hennessey to reach out to JR Hill regarding the
final year of the winter road maintenance contract due to the rising cost of fuel. Municipal
Officer Hennessey agreed that it would be fair to discuss the contract in light of the
unexpectedly high cost of fuel. Mr. Hennessey added that contingencies have been made
in the past in such a way that neither party loses out. He added that Mr. Hill did not bring
this to his attention, rather Mr. Hennessey reached out to Mr. Hill to assure he was
agreeable to this matter being brought forward.

Mrs. Poland announced that the Maine DOT has been contacted regarding potholes on
Berry’s Mill Road, which are expected to be addressed by the end of the week. Paving of
Berry’s Mill Road is projected to be completed by June 111,

Mrs. Poland presented the Board with a copy of a letter given to Jay and Phyllis Paris
summarizing the recent recommendation for denial of abatement by the Assessing Agent.

Mrs. Poland presented the Board with correspondence from Sagadahoc County requesting
permission to place a communications tower at Arthur Reno Sr Road. Mr. Hennessey added
that the County is currently renting tower space and that the intent is to own a tower for
use with the hopes of renting additional space to others as a source of revenue.

Mrs. Poland announced that the RFQ for Bull Rock Road has been advertised with bids
due Wednesday, May 25%". At least two packets have been requested so far.

Mrs. Poland announced that Walden Renewables has submitted a counter proposal for a
potential solar development with minor changes. The Town Attorney has asked if the
Board would like for him to review the contract with them, to which the Select Board
agreed. Mrs. Poland suggested that this meeting could be held remotely as a standalone
executive session.
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6. Future Agenda Items
None

VII.  PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Hennessey suggested that the cemetery funding should be cleaned up and contributed to
the cemetery budget. Municipal Officer Hennessey suggested that these funds may be used for
tree cleanup and removal at some of the larger cemeteries.

VIIl.  ADJOURNMENT

Municipal Officer Lavallee moved to adjourn, seconded by Municipal Officer Hennessey.
Select Board adjourned by unanimous acclimation at 5:55 pm.

A true attested copy,

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk



