Town of West Bath
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, June 6, 2022

Comp Plan Committee: Town Staff: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator
David Hennessey, Chair

Bob Weir, Vice Chair Select Board: Suzanne Andresen

Sandra Basgall

Paul Coombs Consultant: Max Johnstone, MCOG

Darlene Estabrook - absent
Leah Zartarian

VI.

Call to Order at 6:00 pm.
Attendance and establishment of Quorum: a quorum was determined.
Pledge of Allegiance: recited.

Approval of Minutes: the minutes of May 9™ and May 16" were moved by Basgall, seconded
by Zartarian, the motion carried unanimously.

Committee Comments: none.

Business Items:
1. Update and review of plan sections:

Johnstone provided a draft of the Population and Demographics section for review. Since
the section is primarily data from the Census and American Community Survey 5-year
estimates, bullet points are used in the first few pages of the section. From page three
forward, the section is formatted in the same manner as the 2006 Comprehensive Plan
update.
On page 2 under “Estimated Enrollment”, Grades 1-5, and Grades 6-8 will be listed to
reflect West Bath student population. Johnstone will reach out to the West Bath School
principal for accurate data.
On page 2 under “Estimated Educational Attainment”, Bachelor’s Degree and Associate
Degree will be listed in reverse order, and Graduate and Professional Degrees will be
added.
On page 2 under “Housing”, “vacant housing units” should be defined (e.g., does it
include seasonal dwellings?). Numbers are verified through the Maine State Housing
Authority. The categories for “newly built homes” could be reduced to one category
between 2010-2020. Johnstone will reach out to the Code Enforcement Officer for
accurate data.



Under “Analyses”, the population decrease is too small to be relevant. The Maine State
Economist updates this information on an annual basis. If the section is necessary, it
should stay the same, however the projected numbers may be very different due to the
pandemic. Johnstone will review the numbers and verify whether the section needs to be
included. The last paragraph regarding vacancy rates will be reviewed for accuracy.
“Seasonal Population” is not part of the analyses. The word “also” will be removed from
the third sentence. The last sentence will be removed completely.
The tables provided in the section were reviewed. The committee was in favor of keeping
Table 1-2, Table 1-5, Table 1-9, and Table 1-11. Because Table 1-4 is difficult to read it
will be removed. Johnstone noted that the State of Maine has projections to
approximately 10 years into the future. Sources will be cited for each table. There will be
no in-depth analysis provided.
It was suggested that the date of the Brunswick Naval Air Station closure be noted as it
may have had an impact on population. Table 1-1 and 1-2 could be combined and
reviewed at a future meeting to see if it is effective in showing the change in population
over time.
Johnstone will include footnotes or end notes where necessary to clarify Census data
terminology.
2. Survey results:
We received a total of 39 surveys to date. The following characteristics are important to
most survey respondents:
e Retain rural character
e Visual impact is important
e Water access should be protected
o Neglected properties should be cleaned up
e Small scale retail would be welcomed
e Historic sites and natural areas should be preserved
o Affordable housing should be encouraged
¢ Internet coverage should be improved without spending town funds
Johnstone noted that there were no complaints about high taxes. Most respondents are
satisfied with the service level provided by the town.
3. Outline next steps:
Johnstone will prepare a draft of the Economy section for the next meeting.
4. July meeting dates:
The committee agreed to meet Monday July 11" and Monday July 25",

VII. Public Comment: None.

VIIl.  Adjournment: motion to adjourn at 7:34 pm.



