Town of West Bath
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, July 25, 2022

Comp Plan Committee: Town Staff: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator
David Hennessey, Chair

Bob Weir, Vice Chair Select Board: Suzanne Andresen

Sandra Basgall

Paul Coombs Consultant: Max Johnstone, MCOG

Darlene Estabrook
Leah Zartarian

VI.

Call to Order at 6:00 pm.
Attendance and establishment of Quorum: a quorum was determined.
Pledge of Allegiance: recited.

Approval of Minutes: the minutes of July 11" were moved by Weir, seconded by Basgall, the
motion carried unanimously.

Committee Comments: None.

Business Items:
1. Update and review of Agriculture & Forestry plan section:
Johnstone provided a draft of the Agriculture & Forestry section for review. In response
to the bulleted questions at the beginning of the section:

e There are no community regulations / programs to protect productive farms and
forested lands other than those prescribed by state law.

e The Kennebec Estuary Land Trust works to conserve open space, forest lands,
and trail access. The town is not aware of land trusts actively working to protect
farms.

e The Town Office can provide a list that verifies the farm and forest landowners
that are using state current use tax laws.

e The town is not aware of residential developments affecting farming and logging
operations.

e There are no known large agricultural or forested lands that are at risk of
development.

o \West Bath does not actively promote forestry and agriculture other than to
enforce land use regulations and other rules prescribed by state law.

In the first paragraph, the first sentence (highlighted) will be removed, and the word
“however” will be deleted from the second sentence.



The second and third paragraphs will be removed. The language is promoted by the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry (DACF) however it is not a state
checklist requirement.
The data contained in the Forestry paragraphs will be verified and updated.
Table 1-1 was provided by the state which has been recording timber harvesting data
since 1992. The committee would like to stay consistent with providing 10 years of data.
In the third paragraph under “Trends”, the second paragraph will be removed. It should
be stated that the town “participates in” a compost program (Garbage to Garden) and that
West Bath School has a community garden.
Under “Analysis/Issues”, the first sentence should state that “Care is needed in what is
utilized on agricultural land...”.
In the second paragraph, the title of the law (LD 2003) will be inserted, and the word
“preserve” will be changed to “conserve” in the second red-underlined section.
Johnstone noted that the map and lot, property address, and acreage is generally included
in Comprehensive Plans. Rather than inserting all properties using the tree growth
program, the committee would prefer a map of the town highlighting areas in tree growth.
Update and review of Housing plan section:
Johnstone provided a draft of the Housing section for review. In response to the bulleted
guestions at the beginning of the section:

e The first bullet is a state checklist item. It was noted that the town does not

enforce the state building code for residential property.
e There are no known regional housing coalitions other than Bath Housing
Authority.

e There are no local regulations that affect workforce housing developments.
The committee would like to include a table to provide data on Housing Stock. It was
noted that all tables should appear with the associated text rather than at the end of the
section.
The “Owner Occupied Housing Value Distribution” table needs text to provide a
description of what the chart is telling the reader. Johnstone noted that the data provided
by the Maine State Housing Authority is as of 2021 and shows value, not income.
The first sentence under Local Ordinances should be deleted. It was noted that survey
respondents would like to preserve West Bath’s rural character. If someone would like to
create affordable housing or workforce housing, they must comply with the ordinance
and any other regulations prescribed by state law. Johnstone will re-work the paragraph
so that it doesn’t seem like the town is promoting affordable or workforce housing.
A table will be included to explain the data outlined in the first paragraph under
“Trends”. The table will include Brunswick and Harpswell.
The revaluation that occurred in 2008 will be mentioned in the second paragraph.
The first three sentences will remain in the third paragraph. The remainder of the
paragraph will be deleted.
The paragraph titled “Bath Housing Authority/Bath Housing Development
Corporation” is a checklist item and must be included. Johnstone will confirm the
information provided with Bath Housing Authority.




VII.

VIIIL.

Johnstone will update the data provided under Renter-Occupied Housing Affordability
Analysis. “Green Acres Estates” may no longer be the correct name of the housing
complex on New Meadows Road. It should either be confirmed or removed. The question
was raised concerning the possibility of working with the City of Bath and/or the Town
of Brunswick to extend sewer infrastructure. It was noted that the contribution that would
be required of West Bath may make it prohibitive.

Johnstone noted that a portion of the Analysis/Issues section did not save. He will revisit
the section.

Under Goals, the first sentence should state “Encourage regional cooperation...” rather
than “Encourage and provide opportunity...”. References to “affordable” will be
removed. A question was raised regarding the meaning of “sanitary” and “adequate”
housing.

Under Objectives, the word “Aggressively” should be removed. The first objective
should read “Explore ways to increase affordable housing initiatives within the region”.
The first bullet point under Policies should read “Encourage an environment for private
development of a variety of housing opportunities”.

Johnstone will obtain the definition of “workforce housing”.

All highlighted tables at the end of the section will be retained.

Meeting schedule and next steps:

The Growth & Development and Land Use sections will be discussed soon. Johnstone
confirmed that he has Estabrook’s section edits.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday August 22" at 6 pm at the Town Hall. The
meeting scheduled for Monday August 8" was postponed to Monday August 29,

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: motion to adjourn at 7:49 pm.



