
West Bath Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, November 22, 2022 

 

 

Planning Board: Gerry Mitchell, Vice Chair - Present 

   Jeremie Whorff   - Present 

   Jim Williams   - Present 

 

Select Board Liaison:  Suzanne Andresen  - Present 

 

Staff:   Karly Perry, Town Clerk 

 

Public:   Mark Jorgensen, Jason Lang 

 

The West Bath Planning Board held a regular meeting on Tuesday, November 22, 2022, at 6:00 pm, 

 at the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, Maine. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  

Gerry Mitchell called the meeting to order at 6:00pm on Tuesday, November 22nd. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM:  

A quorum was established because there were at least 3 members present. 

 

III. AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:  

Mr. Williams asked that the approval of the minutes be moved to the end of the meeting, to which the Board 

agreed. 

 

IV. APPLICANTS 

1. Name:  Jorgensen Landscaping (Jason Lang, Landscaping) 

Reason:  Site Development – Preliminary Review 

Location: 263 & 269 State Road 

Map/Lot: U07/12 & 13 

 

CEO Beane reviewed previous discussion between the applicant and the Board, then stated that the 

applicant is currently seeking to perform paving at the property. 

 

Jason Lang introduced himself and Mark Jorgensen. He then presented a map of the property to the Board 

and identified the area to be paved. The area is currently gravel and the proposed paving is a preventative 

measure to inhibit erosion. Mr. Lang then noted that location of the existing catch basin, culvert, and the 

path of water flow on the site. 

 

Mr. Whorff asked what the total available square footage is, to which Mr. Lang stated that there is 26,484 

sf available, 14,000 of which is currently paved.  

 

The Board agreed that gravel is already considered to be an impervious surface and determined that no 

additional surface will be paved. Mr. Whorff observed that the Land Use Ordinance states that paving is 

considered to be a structure. 

 

Mr. Lang noted that the current businesses are not changing, and that paving will be done by July once the 

power lines have been buried. 

 

Mr. Williams asked for clarification on the application being labeled as site development, to which CEO 

Beane stated that Town staff was unsure how to label the agenda item as the fee schedule does not account 

for preliminary review. 

 

Mr. Whorff suggested that the Board wave preapproval for site development for the structure, as the 

applicant is staying within the boundaries of the currently impervious area, to which the Board agreed. 

 

Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Whorff, moved to approve the application as presented. Planning 

Board unanimously approved. 
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Mr. Lang asked for clarification on when the Board could approve a new business application. Mr. 

Jorgensen explained that he is unsure when the current tenants will leave but will not move in before they 

have left. 

 

CEO Beane confirmed for the Board that a new business requires only one meeting with the Board. The 

Board reviewed the necessary information for the new business application, after which discussion followed 

on Mr. Jorgensen’s plans for the property which include the potential addition of storage units for sand and 

other materials. The Board then reviewed the fee schedule and agreed to include the current application in 

the cost of the new business application fee previously paid by the applicant. 

 

V. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND COMMENT: 

None 

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

1. Comprehensive Plan Update 

Town Clerk Karly Perry presented the Board with revisions to the Comprehensive Plan which the 

Comprehensive Plan Task Force has asked the Planning Board to review. Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Williams 

agreed to attend the upcoming meeting on November 28th at 6pm at Town Hall. 

 

2. Volunteer Application 

Ms. Perry presented a volunteer application for the Planning Board as completed by Cory Bitney of Sea-

Kiss Point. Ms. Perry stated that she had previously reached out to Mr. Bitney to attend a recent workshop 

and agreed to reach out again to confirm his interest in serving on the Board. Discussion followed on 

potential volunteers. 

 

3. Permitting Requirements 

The Planning Board discussed whether storage units require a building permit, to which discussion followed 

on temporary versus permanent structures, trailers, and setback requirements. 

 

4. Request for Workshop 

Mr. Williams suggested that the Board have a workshop regarding Planning Board procedures, Findings of 

Fact, and applications. Mr. Whorff stated that he is not sure of his availability for the foreseeable future. 

Municipal Officer Andresen suggested that applicants sign off on the Findings of Fact to acknowledge that 

they have received the conditions of approval. 

 

VII. Approval of Minutes 

September 13, 2022 

Mr. Whorff, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, moved to approve the minutes as presented. Planning Board 

unanimously approved. 

Mr. Mitchell expressed concern that the applicant may not have the shore frontage necessary for the project. 

CEO Beane noted that a condition of approval requires the applicant to show approval by the State in order to 

move forward with permitting. 

 

VIII. SET NEXT MEETING DATE 

The Board set their next meeting to Tuesday, December 13, 2022, at 6:00pm.  

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Mitchell moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Williams. 

Meeting adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 6:49 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

A true, attested copy 

 



Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 22, 2022 

 

 

Page 3 of 3 

 

____________________________ 

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk 


