Town of West Bath
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, November 28, 2022

Comp Plan Committee: Town Staff: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator
David Hennessey, Chair

Bob Weir, Vice Chair Select Board: Suzanne Andresen

Sandra Basgall - absent

Paul Coombs Planning Board: Gerry Mitchell and Jim Williams
Darlene Estabrook - absent

Leah Zartarian Consultant: Max Johnstone, MCOG

I Call to Order at 6:00 pm.

Il. Attendance and establishment of Quorum: a quorum was determined.

1. Pledge of Allegiance: recited.

V. Approval of Minutes: The minutes of October 31 and November 14 were tabled.

V. Committee Comments:

Hennessey welcomed Mitchell and Williams and noted that they would attend meetings to offer

input on items related to Planning Board activities.

VI. Business Items:

1. Economy section review:
Johnstone provided an updated Economy section for review. Sources cited throughout the
section are from various data sources, not necessarily from the State. Data sources will
only be included for tables unless the committee prefers otherwise.
Grammatical changes will be addressed outside of committee meetings.
The “Brunswick Labor Market” is the correct designation according to the Maine
Department of Labor website. Johnstone will ask the State if “Brunswick-Bath” is
acceptable to clarify the location.
In the second paragraph under “Background?, the first sentence will end after
“(MRRA)”. The next sentence will begin: “This has generated...”.
The following sentence will read, in part “...and service industries has retained jobs that
were lost from the decommissioning of the base.”
The final sentence of the third paragraph will read: “West Bath also benefits from
multiple public access points to the New Meadows River, which helps strengthen the
State of Maine’s bustling aquaculture industry.”



In the first sentence under “Largest Employers”, “as inflation” will be changed to “due
to inflation”.

It was noted that Mid Coast Hospital, Mid Coast Medical Group, and Maine Behavioral
Health are all part of Maine Health.

The list of largest employers was provided by the Department of Labor. A large employer
has 15 employees at a minimum.

The first sentence under “Transportation” will read, in part “...10-14 minutes travel to
work, which is the largest group of residents.”

In the second paragraph, the word “residency” in the last paragraph will be changed to
“residence”.

Johnstone will adjust the Table numbers in the final draft.

The figures listed under “Average Employment” do not match up and may need to be
adjusted.

Johnstone asked if the committee would like more recent data (2022) in the current Table
1-2. The committee would prefer to stay with the 10-year period from 2011 to 2021.

In the first paragraph under “Trends”, the committee would like to include the year that
Brunswick Naval Air Station (BNAS) was decommissioned.

The final sentence in the first paragraph will end “unemployed as in 2011.”

The area highlighted in yellow in the second paragraph is from the old plan. data as it is
not required, and the committee would like to strike the paragraph.

The first two sentences in the third paragraph will read: “Tourism growth in West Bath is
low. West Bath no longer has traditional inns, hotels, or motels, which are commonly
found in Bath and Brunswick.”

The final sentence in the fifth paragraph will read “Broadband access is currently being
explored by the Broadband Task Force to expand into the unserved pockets of West
Bath.”

The second sentence under “Analysis/Issues” will read in part: “... the Brunswick Naval
Air Station was decommissioned and shifted its focus to diversified industrial...”.

The following sentence will read: “These changes have caused more businesses to move
to the Brunswick Labor Market Area.”

If the final paragraph is necessary, it should be more succinct. Johnstone will re-work the
paragraph and note that while BIW is discontinuing the Zumwalt Destroyer program, it
now includes the Aegis Destroyer contract.

History Section Review

There was some discussion about eliminating names and/or locations associated with
historic homes. Names are intended to help identify where the properties are located.
Johnstone can make the descriptions like those associated with archaeological sites,
which would be more general.

The West Bath Historical Society (WBHS) will review, and fact check the section for
accuracy. Zartarian would like to obtain more feedback from WBHS membership before
moving forward.

A section may be included for cemeteries. Information about the location of cemeteries is
available at the Town Office.



Mitchell and Williams do not recall any discussions related to historic preservation
during Planning Board review.

The committee is not aware of any prehistoric sites other than ancient shell middens.
Johnstone will reposition sections and further review will be postponed to a future
meeting.

3. Meeting schedule and next steps:
Johnstone confirmed that he is not available on Monday December 5. The committee
plans to meet on the following Mondays: December 12%, January 9™, January 23", and
January 30", Population and Housing are next to be reviewed.

VII. Public Comment: None.

VIIl.  Adjournment: motion to adjourn at 7:16 pm.



