Town of West Bath
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 12, 2022

Comp Plan Committee: Town Staff: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator
David Hennessey, Chair

Bob Weir, Vice Chair Planning Board: Jim Williams

Sandra Basgall

Paul Coombs - absent Consultant: Max Johnstone, MCOG

Darlene Estabrook - absent
Leah Zartarian

VI.

Call to Order at 6:00 pm.
Attendance and establishment of Quorum: a quorum was determined.
Pledge of Allegiance: recited.

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Weir to amend the word “approved” in the
fourth sentence under Business Item 1 to “approve” in the minutes of October 31, 2022 and
to approve as amended, and to approve the minutes of November 14, 2022 and November
28, 2022 as written. The motion was seconded by Hennessey and carried.

Committee Comments: None.
Business Items:

1. Population Demographics section review:
Johnstone confirmed that the page numbers (which appear twice in the draft) will be
corrected. The information in the first red section is included at the committee’s request.
Footnotes have been added for clarity.
Under “Demographics”, the committee requested that the population categories remain
consistent throughout (e.g., 30-39 rather than 30-49). Seasonal residents are covered in
the “Housing” plan section.
Under “Education”. The West Bath School Principal will be asked to provide estimated
enrollment.
Under “Housing”, a note will be included which clarifies that ““VVacant Housing Units”
includes Seasonal Housing. Reference was made to the red section at the bottom of page
2 which explains that there are a total of 207 seasonal housing units.
On page 3, the word “like” in the third sentence of the first paragraph will be amended to
“such as”.



In the second sentence of the second paragraph, the words “within the area” and
“learning” will be removed. The words “move to the area” in the final sentence of the
second paragraph will also be removed.

In the first sentence of the third paragraph, the word “indicates” will be amended to read
“indicate”. The words “and that there is more than one in five homes that are vacant in
the community” will be removed from the second sentence.

Any tables that cross to subsequent pages will be re-formatted for clarity.

Table 1-2 and Table 1-3 should include the entire labor market area, which is determined
by the state, for consistency.

“Household Income” was carried over from the prior Comprehensive Plan. The section
will be updated and included in the updated plan. The word “best” will be amended to
“better” in the third sentence.

“Occupational Characteristics” will be removed in its entirety.

It was noted that the School Board will have a two-person subcommittee to review the
updated plan.

Housing Section Review

Johnstone noted that he will gather data sources to help explain the changes in housing
stock since 2010. If the data do not offer a clear explanation, Table 11-1 will be removed.
The fifth sentence in the first paragraph will be re-worked. Williams mentioned that the
Planning Board reviews requests for conversions.

It appears that the data provided under “housing” in the “Population” section does not
match the trends in the “Housing” section. An explanation will be added that the
information was provided from different data sources.

The committee requested that the data provided in Table 11-4 be presented in a side by
side comparison for clarity. If possible, the table should also provide data for Sagadahoc
County and the State of Maine. The figures provided for West Bath in the “Annual
Income Needed” column should be reviewed for accuracy.

The word “recover” in the third sentence of the first paragraph on page 5 will be amended
to “recovery”. It was noted that the Town is currently in the process of revaluation.

The Bath Housing Authority does not currently manage housing in the Town of West
Bath, however it does provide housing vouchers to clients who reside in West Bath.
“Renter-Occupied Housing Affordability Analysis” ties into Table 11-1 and should
appear prior to the table on page 1. The word “at” will be removed from the last sentence
in the paragraph.

Under “Analysis/Issues”, it was noted that the “influx” of elderly residents is not
demonstrated in the tables and that information about the aging population in the area
could be simplified by providing percentages. In the third sentence in the area in red, the
word “no” should be amended to “or” if the statement is accurate.

General discussion regarding LD 2003 ("An Act To Implement the Recommendations of
the Commission To Increase Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Zoning and
Land Use Restrictions™) followed.



VII.

VIII.

3. Meeting schedule and next steps:

Johnstone will complete the drafts for all plan sections and send them to the Town
Administrator to disburse for review.

“Economy™, “Population”, and “Housing” are complete. The “History” section is in
process.

Other individuals/departments will be provided an opportunity to review the draft
sections and offer comments and suggestions. When review is complete, Johnstone will
send the plan to the State for review, which takes approximately one to two months.
Public hearings will be scheduled after the State has completed its review.

It was noted that the “Cemetery” section will become part of the “History” section.

It was suggested that Patten Free Library be included in the “Municipal Services” section
with information about how it’s funded and the services it provides.

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: motion to adjourn at 7:25 pm.



