Town of West Bath
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 9, 2023

Comp Plan Committee: Town Staff: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator
David Hennessey, Chair

Bob Weir, Vice Chair Select Board: Suzanne Andresen

Sandra Basgall

Paul Coombs Consultant: Max Johnstone, MCOG

Darlene Estabrook - absent
Leah Zartarian

VI.

Call to Order at 6:00 pm.

Attendance and establishment of Quorum: a quorum was determined.
Pledge of Allegiance: recited.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of December 12 were tabled.
Committee Comments: None.

Business Items:

1. Marine Resources section review:
It was noted that the information provided in the highlighted areas of the section is not
updated because the data has either not been gathered or it is unavailable.
In response to the bullet-point questions that appear at the beginning of the section:
e West Bath has a Waterways & Harbors Ordinance but does not have a formal
harbor management plan.
e There are no known local dredging needs.
e The parking for commercial fishermen and members of the public is inadequate.
e There are no known points of visual access (scenic views) that need to be
identified and protected.
e There are no local regulations influencing development near the shoreline other
than the ones required by the DEP.
o Highlighted areas will be updated only if current data can be provided.

The highlighted sentence in the first paragraph under “Background” will be removed. It
is only relevant if the information is specific to West Bath.
The asterisks which denote a State checklist item will be removed in the final draft.



Town Office staff should be able to provide current data for the first two highlighted
sections under “Trends”.

The highlighted data provided under “Shellfish Harvesting Volume” will be updated only
if current data is available. Aquaculture numbers for West Bath will be included, if
available.

The second sentence under “Marine Access” will be deleted.

The “Marinas” paragraph will be removed in its entirety because it is redundant.

The data provided in the paragraph titled “Moorings” also appears on page 2 under
“Marine Facilities and Services”.

The last sentence in the first paragraph under “Navigability” will be deleted.

Town Office staff should be able to provide the highlighted information provided under
“Anchorages and Moorings”. The third, fourth, and fifth sentences in the first
paragraph will be deleted. The second paragraph will be deleted in its entirety.

The highlighted section in the second paragraph under “Marine Resources” will be kept
as is.

The committee questioned whether the reference to the “Casco Bay Plan” in the fourth
paragraph is relevant to the area. West Bath is in the Casco Bay region.

The fifth paragraph will be removed in its entirety.

Table 3-1 will be updated to cover a 10-year period.

Tables 3-2 and 3-3 will be removed from the plan.

The second paragraph under “Marine Hazards” will be removed in its entirety. A
section which addressed climate change and the severity of storms and tidal surges will
be added.

The second, third, and fourth sentences in the first paragraph under “Analysis/Issues”
will be deleted.

The second sentence in the second paragraph will be amended to read: “The Town is
becoming a significant location for aquaculture such as oyster farming.” The last
sentence will be removed in its entirety. The number of overboard discharges remaining
in West Bath will be included.

The last sentence in the third paragraph will be re-written for clarification. Reference will
be made to the “West Bath” Harbor Master.

Critical Natural and Water Resources section review

Under “Background”, references made to “Old US Route 17 will be amended to “State
Road”. References to “City of Bath’s Water Department” will be amended to “Bath
Water District”. The sentence which refers to a “natural spring at Witch Hill Spring” will
be deleted. “(the construction and construction)” will be removed from the paragraph.
The final sentence will read “The Town of West Bath understands the importance of
drinking water quality and utilizes best management practices.”

The fourth sentence under “Groundwater” will be deleted.

The second sentence in the second paragraph under “Surface Water” will be re-written
for clarification.

The reference to the “Soil Conservation Service (SCS)” under “Wetlands” will be
amended to read “Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)”.



VII.

VIII.

The overboard discharge systems remaining in West Bath will be listed under “Threats
to Natural Resources” but will not be identified by address or ownership. Any OBD
system that is in non-compliance with the State of Maine will be noted.

It was suggested that “Uranium” be included as at threat to natural resources.

Agriculture & Forestry section review

The data provided in the highlighted area under “Forestry” in the “Background” section
will be updated and included in the plan.

The reference to “paper company holdings” in the second sentence of the first paragraph
under “Trends” will be amended to “forest products company holdings”.

Public information related to properties under the Tree Growth tax program will be
depicted on a map (see second paragraph under “Analysis/Issues”).

The final sentence of the section will include additional language as follows: “...forested
lands to tie into Lily Pond, which is an existing conservation preserve.”

Meeting schedule and next steps:

The committee will meet February 6 and February 27.

Applicable sections will be provided to other individuals/departments for review after
Johnstone provides the amended version following the committee’s review of the second
draft.

The Select Board will be provided the draft plan during the final review.

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: motion to adjourn at 7:38 pm.



