
West Bath Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023 

 

Planning Board: Darlene Estabrook, Chair  - Present 

Gerry Mitchell, Vice Chair - Present 

Jaime Wallace   - Present 

Gabriel Whitney  - Present 

Jim Williams   - Absent 

   Jeremie Whorff, Alternate - Absent 

 

Select Board Liaison:  Suzanne Andresen  - Present 

 

Staff:   Jonathan Beane, Code Enforcement Officer 

Karly Perry, Town Clerk 

 

Public:   Rick Farnham 

 

The West Bath Planning Board held a regular meeting on Tuesday, January 10, 2023,  

at 6:00 pm,  at the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, Maine. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  

Darlene Estabrook called the meeting to order at 6:00pm on Tuesday, January 10, 2023. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM:  

A quorum was established because there were at least 3 members present. 

 

III. AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:  

Ms. Estabrook announced that she had two additional items to discuss under other business. 

 

IV. APPLICANTS 

 

1. Name:  Maine Towing LLC 

Reason:  New Business 

Location: 11 Fosters Point Road 

Map/Lot: U06/001 

 

Ms. Estabrook announced that the applicant is unavailable and can be seen at the next 

meeting. Discussion followed on whether the applicant is being affected by a lack of 

approval. Ms. Estabrook stated that the Board is willing to meet prior to the next regularly 

scheduled meeting if necessary. 

 

CEO Beane briefly described the application which is for a Towing Business at the corner 

of State Road and Fosters Point Road. Ms. Estabrook asked CEO Beane if he had reviewed 

the application, which CEO Beane confirmed that he had. 

 

V. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND COMMENT: 

None 

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

1. New Planning Board Members 

Ms. Estabrook welcomed two new members to the Planning Board, Jaime Wallace and 

Gabriel Whitney, and went over available trainings and publications as well as procedures 

for interacting with applicants. 

 

Mr. Mitchell explained decorum for discussion among Planning Board members wherein 

business items should not be discussed outside of meetings. 
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Municipal Officer Andresen added that West Bath is currently in the process of updating 

the Comprehensive Plan, which is projected to be voted on at Town Meeting. 

 

Ms. Estabrook went over conflict of interest and scenarios when Planning Board members 

should recuse themselves. 

2. Planning Board Application Revisions 

Ms. Estabrook presented the Board with revised language for the opening paragraphs of all 

Planning Board applications including number and size of copies as previously agreed 

upon by the Board. 

Mr. Mitchell, seconded by Ms. Estabrook, moved to approve the edits to Planning 

Board applications as presented.  The Planning Board unanimously approved. 

 

3. Revisions to Website 

Ms. Estabrook presented proposed revisions to the Town website for the Planning Board 

subsection which mimic the changes proposed to the opening paragraphs of the 

applications. 

Mr. Mitchell, seconded by Mr. Wallace, moved to accept the revisions as presented. 

The Planning Board unanimously approved. 

 

4. Non-Conforming Lot Application 

Ms. Estabrook presented the Board with a final draft of the Non-Conforming Lot 

Application. She then explained when the application should be used. 

Mr. Mitchell, seconded by Mr. Whitney, moved to approve the Non-Conforming Lot 

Application as presented.  The Planning Board unanimously approved. 

 

Ms. Estabrook noted that the Planning Board now has a generic application as well as three 

separate applications for subdivisions, a home occupation application, and a non-

conforming lot application. The Board still needs to develop three separate applications for 

site developments, a new business application and possibly an application for temporary 

food trucks. 

 

5. Recording Meetings 

Ms. Estabrook proposed to the Board that meetings to be videotaped which would provide 

a more clear record of the meetings. The Board agreed that it may be a useful tool, but 

decided to hold off on voting until all members of the Board are present to offer their 

opinion. 

 

6. LD2003 

Ms. Perry distributed information published by the Maine Department of Economic and 

Community Development regarding LD2003 which is the new legislation mandating 

higher housing densities. She noted that no training has been scheduled on this legislation 

by Maine Municipal Association. Ms. Estabrook suggested that the Board have time to 

review the material and that Mr. Johnstone of Mid Coast Council of Governments, who is 

currently working with the Town on the Comprehensive Plan, meet with the Board to 

discuss the impact of this legislation. 

 

VII. Approval of Minutes: December 13, 2023 

Mr. Mitchell, seconded by Ms. Estabrook, moved to approve the minutes as presented.                       

The Planning Board approved with 3 in favor and 1 abstention.  

 

VIII. SET NEXT MEETING DATE 

The Board set their next meeting to Tuesday, February 14, 2023, at 6:00pm. 
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Ms. Estabrook asked CEO Beane if there was any update on the application by Maine Gravel 

Services. CEO Beane stated that he had met with the applicant to identify the location of the 

wetlands. The applicant is now revising their project and will present a draft to Code 

Enforcement for further review prior to submitting an application to the Planning Board. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Mitchell moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Wallace. 

Meeting adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 6:34 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A true, attested copy 

 

____________________________ 

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk 


