
Town of West Bath 

Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes 

Monday, January 30, 2023 

 
Comp Plan Committee:  Town Staff:   Kristine Poland, Town Administrator  

David Hennessey, Chair                                        

Bob Weir, Vice Chair Consultant: Max Johnstone, MCOG    

Sandra Basgall                                                                                        

Paul Coombs                               

Darlene Estabrook - absent                       

Leah Zartarian          

                

     

I. Call to Order at 6:00 pm. 

 

II. Attendance and establishment of Quorum: a quorum was determined. 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance: recited. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes: The minutes of December 12 and January 9 were tabled. 

 

V.  Committee Comments: None. 

  

VI.  Business Items: 

 

1. Fiscal Capacity and Capital Investment Plan section review: 

A note in the first paragraph under “Background” will indicate that the projected and 

desired growth and development planning period is over a 10-year period. 

Table 5-1 will cover a 5-year period and include the most current data available. 

Table 5-2 will include a straight 10-year period, rather than every other year. A brief 

explanation regarding the difference between State and local valuation will be included. 

Table 5-3 will be removed. 

The “Actual Tax Rate (mil rate*)” and “Tax Rate (Per $1,000 of property value)” 

columns will be removed from Table 5-4. The table will include data for the period of 

2012- 2022, if possible. 

The ranking system depicted in Table 5-5 will be retained. 

A revenue line for “Lease Fees” will be included in Table 5-5 to account for revenues 

collected from Casella and New Meadows Solar. 

Inflation columns will be removed from Table 5-8. 

Table 5-9 will include data for 2010, 2015, and 2020. 

The comparison of Municipal expenditures in Table 5-10 will be from 2012-2022. 

The first three paragraphs under “Debt Service” will be deleted. 

Under the “West Bath Capital Investment Plan” heading: 



The plan will include the following: 

• In cooperation with Land Trusts and neighboring municipalities: Assisting in 

preserving open space and trails. High estimated cost. 2023-2033 timeline. 

Medium priority. Funded by land trust, donations, tax programs, grants. 

• Marine infrastructure upgrades and engineering designs. High estimated cost. 

2025-2030 timeline. Medium priority. Funded by Maine DOT, Maine DACF. 

• Town road upgrades. High estimated cost. 2025-2030 timeline. High priority. 

Funded by Maine DOT Local Roads Program. 

• Vehicles, major equipment. Medium estimated cost. 2-25-2035 timeline. Medium 

priority. Funded by federal grants, Town Meeting. 

• Recreation facilities at West Bath School. Medium estimated cost. 2030-2035 

timeline. Medium priority. Funded by Maine DACF, recreation grants, user fees, 

fundraising, regional cooperation. 

• Technical upgrades to improve administrative capabilities and for public 

meetings. Medium estimated cost. 2025-2035 timeline. High priority. Funded by 

grants, Town Meeting. 

• Making all municipal buildings ADA accessible. High estimated cost. 2025-2030 

timeline. High priority. Funded by grants, Town Meeting. 

• Making all municipal buildings energy efficient. Medium estimated cost. 2025-

2035 timeline. High priority. Funded by grants, Efficiency Maine, Town 

Meeting. 

• Improvements to West Bath School to create more afterschool programs for 

residents. Medium estimated cost. 2030-2035 timeline. Low priority. Funded by 

Town Meeting. 

• Expanding broadband access to residents. High estimated cost. 2025-2035 

timeline. Medium priority. Funded by grants, Connect Maine Authority, Town 

Meeting. 

 

School items will be listed contiguously. Acronyms listed at the bottom of the table will 

be deleted. 

The section labeled “Tax Increment Financing District (TIF)” will be deleted in its 

entirety. 

The reference to “Bath Utility and Water Districts” under “Regional Cooperation” will 

be amended to “Bath Water District”. 

 

2. Recreation & Open Spaces section review 

The Principal of West Bath School will be asked to verify the information provided in the 

first and second paragraphs under “Background”. 

The second sentence referring to on street parking at Sabino Boat Ramp will be deleted. 

The number of parking spaces noted in the table under “Developed Recreation Facilities” 

will be removed. 

The last sentence in the paragraph following the table will read: “Most moorings in Town 

are for recreational boaters, a few are used by commercial fishermen.” 



The third and fourth sentences in the second paragraph under “Parks and Open Space” 

will be deleted. 

A reference to Green Point Preserve, which is overseen by the Kennebec Estuary Land 

Trust, will be added to the second paragraph under “Analysis/Issues”.  

The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth paragraphs will be deleted. 

 

3. Transportation section review 

The second paragraph under “Road Classification and Maintenance Responsibility” 

will precede the first paragraph. 

References to Berrys Mill Road, Campbells Pond Road, and Fosters Point Road will be 

consistent throughout the plan. 

The words “and is mostly used for trips between Bath and Cooks Corner in Brunswick” 

will be removed from the second sentence in the (now) second paragraph. 

The reference to “High Street” in the third paragraph will be amended to “Campbells 

Pond Road”. 

The fifth sentence in the fourth paragraph will read, in part: “…private roads in the form 

of subdivision roads or driveways…”. 

The State definition was used to describe the characteristics of “Urban Compact 

Municipalities”. 

Parking areas associated with public landings noted under “Off Street Parking” will be 

amended to include parking availability at Bull Rock Landing. 

The second bullet point in the third paragraph under “Annual Average Daily Traffic 

Counts and High Crash Locations” will be amended to indicate that a traffic signal has 

been installed at the intersection. 

A list of 2023 Projects for West Bath under the “Maine Department of Transportation 

Projects” section will replace the list of 2022 projects. 

Plans for the Androscoggin to Kennebec Trail (A2K) should be listed under the “Trail 

and Pedestrian Network” section. 

The third paragraph under that section that describes the Maine East Coast Greenway will 

be removed. 

The reference to “all the elementary school” children will be amended to read “West Bath 

School” children. 

Maps included in the section will be reviewed to ensure that all roads (including, but not 

limited to Campbells Pond Road), are included and labeled correctly.  

The A2K Trail will replace Figure 6-6., which currently depicts the East Coast 

Greenway. 

The first paragraph under “Transit” should include information that a for-profit taxi 

service is available. 

The second paragraph may include information about transportation services thought to 

be provided by Waldo Community Action Partners (WCAP), if the information is 

accurate. 

 

4. Meeting schedule and next steps: 

The committee will meet February 6 and February 27. 



Growth & Development, Land Use Regulation, History, and Municipal Services sections 

have yet to be reviewed. 

 

VII. Public Comment: None. 

 

VIII. Adjournment: motion to adjourn at 8:03 pm. 


