Town of West Bath
Marine Resources Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 22, 2023

Marine Resources:  Warren Swanson, Chair Present

Committee Jason Cray Present
Tim Davis Present
Shawn Schutt Present
David Morin, Alternate Present
Angela Bryant, Alternate Present

Shellfish Warden:  Dep. Al Huntington Present
Dep. Garrett Olson Absent

Select Board: Suzanne Andresen
Madelyn Hennessey

Town Staff: Karly Perry, Town Clerk

Public: Aidan Cofin, Howard Kenney, Gerry Mitchell, Jeff Moore, Nicole Moore,

Chris Stapleton, Brad Stover

A meeting of the Marine Resources Committee was held on Wednesday, February 22, 2023, at 6pm.

CALL TO ORDER at 6:00 pm
ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM - Yes

APPROVAL OF MINUTES — December 28, 2022
Mr. Swanson, seconded by Mr. Cray, moved to approve the December 28, 2022, minutes.
The Committee unanimously approved.

BUSINESS ITEMS:
1. DMR Update

Meredith White of the Department of Marine Resources introduced herself and explained
recent changes to the Municipal Shellfish Program, noting that Ari Leach is still the scientist
for the Town. She then went on to review the results of the soft-shell clams and quahogs,
noting that the results provided by the Committee were in line with those found by the DMR.
The Committee explained the dynamics of the cove, with soft-shell clams located closer to
the shore while quahogs are found further out.

Ms. White asked if the Town is currently conducting any conservation activities. Mr.
Swanson recalled previous reseeding currently not allowed by the state, as well as raking,
brushing, nets and flat closures.

Mr. Swanson offered for the Town to conduct annual surveys, which Ms. White agreed
would be helpful in determining whether to reduce licenses.

. 2023 Water Testing

Ms. Perry provided license holders with copies of the 2023 water testing schedule. Mr.
Swanson stated that testing times would be determined at the meeting preceding the testing.
Ms. Perry confirmed that notice of times would be sent to license holders.

Mr. Schutt asked about culvert cleanup, to which discussion followed on abandoned boats on
the Brunswick side of the New Meadows River.
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V.  WARDENS REPORT
Deputy Huntington stated that he has been checking boat launches at night following complaints
of illegal activity. He then addressed complaints of threatening by an individual using a rake, to
which the individual was educated as to legal harvesting areas. Discussion followed on sanctions
which include impounding boats and trailers.

Mr. Moore suggested additional moorings be added to better assist Wardens identifying the
channel.

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Moore asked why the meeting was canceled due to the weather.
Mr. Swanson, seconded by Mr. Cray, moved to approve hours for those in attendance on
Wednesday, January 25, 2023. The Committee unanimously approved.

Mr. Moore asked why the Town did not allow night digging, to which Mr. Davis suggested
allowing time for the Wardens to familiarize themselves before allowing night digging. Mr.
Stover suggested night digging during daylight savings time only. Discussion followed on
allowing harvesters to finish the tide, which was approved by the Committee but has not yet
been added to the Marine Resource Conservation Ordinance.

Gerry Mitchell asked about available licenses and how license holders were able to receive
additional time towards licensing. Municipal Officer Hennessey spoke to the miscommunication
regarding water testing and allowing Select Board Meetings in order to allow harvesters to
complete the necessary time out of fairness.

Mr. Swanson, seconded by Mr. Schutt, moved to determine that only Select Board
meetings related to Marine Resources be counted towards licensing hours. The Committee
unanimously approved.

Municipal Officer Andresen spoke to the Town updating ordinances and encouraged the
Committee to put in writing changes they would like made to the Conservation Ordinance. Ms.
White noted that the Ordinance should include clarification as to what qualifies as conservation
time. Discussion followed as to reseeding activities, with the Committee agreeing that there is
not enough support within the community to follow through with this.

VII. SET NEXT MEETING DATE
Wednesday, March 29, 2023, at 7:00 pm.

VIIl. ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Swanson moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Morin.
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.

A true attested copy,

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk



