
Town of West Bath 

Budget Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 

 

Budget Advisory Committee:   Town Staff:   Kristine Poland, Town Administrator  

David Hennessey, Chair      

Darlene Estabrook      

Jim Atherton             

Jeff Emerson                                                                      

Justin Hennessey - absent                             

Donna Merry                                            

Marc Travis 

                             

      

I. Call to Order at 7:00 pm. 

 

II. Attendance and Establishment of a Quorum a quorum was determined.  

 

III. Pledge of allegiance recited. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes   none. 

 

V. Business Items 

 

1. Bath Area Seniors Activity Center 

The 2023 annual request is $950. Copies of the monthly newsletter were distributed to committee 

members.  

There are approximately 48 West Bath residents who are members of the organization. The center 

provides activities for people aged 55 plus who are within the service area. Activities include, but 

are not limited to bocce, cornhole, cribbage, dancing, exercise, and bus trips. The center partners 

with similar organizations in Brunswick, Lisbon, Gardiner and Wiscasset to make the cost of the 

trips financially viable. A GoFundMe page is being organized to offset the cost of transportation. 

Although cash flow can be challenging in the winter with fuel and snow removal costs, the 

financials are always on the plus side at the end of the year. 

The membership fee is $15 for West Bath residents which includes a coupon for a free bean 

supper, the value of which is $9. Bean suppers are held on the fourth Saturday of each month. 

There is a business meeting the first Wednesday of each month which is open and free to attend. 

 

2. Spectrum Generations 

The organization has been serving the community for 51 years. The mission was reviewed, and it 

was noted that the service area for this region includes central and midcoast Maine. 

Spectrum Generations provides 26% of the meals provided in the State of Maine for the Meals on 

Wheels program. Twenty-four West Bath residents were provided 1,721 meals from October 

2021 to September 2022. The organization also provided outreach counseling and wellness 



checks. There are 220 volunteers who provide support in the community. The organization is 

always looking for additional volunteers. 

Federal funds provide 2/3 of the operating costs. The balance is raised through events and 

donations. The contribution requested from West Bath for 2023 is $1,824. 

 

3. New Hope Midcoast 

The 2023 annual request is $630. This reflects a 20% increase compared with last year due to the 

increasing cost of providing services. 

The organization provides a 24/7 hotline, counseling, transitional housing assistance, and a high-

risk response team.  The organization is funded through governmental and private grants and 

municipal donations. 

The number of clients and the hours of assistance provided have increased since the pandemic. 

Public outreach includes round table discussions, presence in schools, and social media. 

 

4. Meeting schedule and next steps 

The next meeting will be Thursday March 23 at 7:00 pm to discuss the roads and fire budgets. 

The committee will review the Town Office budget on March 30. 

It is estimated that West Bath’s portion of the Sagadahoc County budget will increase by 

$70,000. 

The committee will meet at West Bath School on Wednesday March 29 at 6 pm to review the 

school budget. 

 

VI. Public Comment 

None. 

 

VII. Adjournment at 7:45 pm. 

 

 


