Town of West Bath
Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 13, 2023

Comp Plan Committee: Town Staff: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator
David Hennessey, Chair

Bob Weir, Vice Chair Consultant: Max Johnstone, MCOG

Sandra Basgall

Paul Coombs

Darlene Estabrook
Leah Zartarian

VI.

Call to Order at 6:00 pm.

Attendance and establishment of Quorum: a quorum was determined.
Pledge of Allegiance: recited.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of February 27 were tabled.

Committee Comments: There was a question regarding the headings ““Strategies” and
“Implementation”. The wording is interchangeable. The committee would prefer to title Part One
of the plan “Implementation”.

Business Items:

1. Review of draft plan sections:
On page 5 under VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION, it will be noted that David
Hennessey is the Chair of the committee. Paul Coombs will be added to the list of
individuals serving on the Comprehensive Plan Committee.
At the sixth bullet point under PUBLIC OUTREACH, the word “limited” will be added
before “School Choice”.
At the eighth bullet point, the word “civic” will replace the word “civil”.
The word “feasible” will be deleted from the tenth bullet point.
The final draft will include a note that items marked with an asterisk are required by the
State.
The order of actions appearing under “Time Frame” in each Implementation Section will
be: Ongoing, Immediate, Short-term, Long-term.
Under POPULATION/HOUSING, the “Investment Committee” will be removed from
the final Implementation Action.




Under HISTORIC & ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES, Johnstone questioned
whether the Planning Board has had any interaction with historic sites. Historic and/or
archaeological sites are not addressed in the Land Use Ordinance.

Under RECREATION & OPEN SPACE, “tennis courts” will be removed from the
Obijectives/Policies section.

The Select Board will be added to the third, seventh, and ninth Implementation Action.
All references to the “WB School Community Crew” throughout the plan will be
changed to “West Bath School”.

Under ECONOMY, “and the Urban Development Park (UDP) zone” will be added to
the second Objective/Policy.

The words “and small scale projects” will be removed from the third Objective/Policy.
The “Investment Committee” will be removed from the final Implementation Action.
Under AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY, “Code Enforcement Officer” will replace
“Fire Chief” in the first and second implementation action. “Budget Committee” will be
removed from the fourth Implementation Action.

The “Tax Assessor’s Agent” will be removed from the sixth Implementation Action.
References to “Beginning with Habitat” maps will appear in quotes throughout the plan.
Under WATER AND NATURAL RESOURCES, “vernal ponds” will be changed to
“vernal pools” in the third objective and in the ninth Implementation Action.

The “Tax Assessor’s Agent” will be removed from the eighth Implementation Action.
Under MARINE RESOURCES, all references to the “Department of Marine
Resources” will be changed to “Maine Department of Marine Resources”.

The “Marine Resources Committee” will be added to the first Implementation Action.
The seventh Implementation Action will be removed in its entirety.

The “Tax Assessor’s Agent” will be removed from the ninth Implementation Action.
The “Conservation Commission” will be replaced with the “Select Board” in the eleventh
Implementation Action.

Under PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES, “Budget Committee” will be removed
from the first and fifth Implementation Actions and “Investment Committee” will be
removed from the eighth and ninth Implementation Actions.

“Select Board” will be added to the fourth and eighth Implementation Actions.

Under FISCAL CAPACITY, the “Investment Committee” and the “Budget Committee”
will be removed from the first Implementation Action.

Under LAND USE PLANS, “and the Urban Development Park (UDP) zone” will follow
“Business/Commercial zone” in the second objective.

In the third objective, “the length of ingress and egress to” will replace “ingress from the
egress to”.

The “Investment Committee” will replace the “Budget Committee” in the second
Implementation Action.

The “Select Board” will be added to the third Implementation Action.

The “Budget Committee” will be removed from the fourth and sixth Implementation
Actions.

The “Select Board” will replace the “Tax Assessor’s Agent” in the fifth Implementation
Action.



SECTION 1: POPULATION & DEMOGRAPHICS

It should be emphasized that the data under Demographics are estimates.

Under Education, the grades should appear as 1-5 and 6-8 rather than 1-4 and 5-8.
Seasonal units should be separated from vacant units under Housing.

Under Analyses, the final sentence in the third paragraph should end with “major
employer”.

The second sentence in the fourth paragraph should read in part “students learning
through Grade 5 and can utilize the public regional school system”.

The second sentence in the fifth paragraph should end with “total number of available
units.”

The final sentence should read “The increase in housing demand is a concerning factor
that the Town of West Bath should monitor.”

SECTION 2: HOUSING

The first three sentences will be removed. The fourth sentence should read in part
“appear not to” instead of “appear to not”.

Changes in index in Table 2-5 will remain in color.

Bath Housing Authority / Bath Housing Development Corporation should be
identified as a regional resource.

SECTION 4: RECREATION & OPEN SPACES

References to “clammers” will be replaced with “shellfish harvesters”.

The third sentence in the second paragraph under Analysis/Issues will end with
“Hamilton Audubon Sanctuary is a vital parcel.”

References to “West Bath Community Crew” will be replaced with “West Bath School”.
SECTION 5: ECONOMY

It was noted that Wing Farm Park is a small portion of the Urban Development Park
(UDP) zone.

Under Largest Employers, the first sentence should read “At the time of this writing, the
outlook for the listed businesses are unknown due to inflation, supply chain issues, and
labor shortage.”

The data provided in Table 5-1 will be incorporated into one chart.

The first sentence in the second paragraph under Trends should be deleted.

The fourth sentence should end with “Land Use Ordinance”.

The final sentence in the paragraph should read “Attempts to expand the tourism industry
will need to focus on the shoreline and seasonal rentals.”

The first sentence in the third paragraph should state that home occupations are “popular”
rather than “a growing field”.

The fourth sentence in the fourth paragraph will be removed.

Under Analysis/Issues, the first sentence in the first paragraph should refer to the
“Brunswick Labor Market Area”.

The word “was” in the second sentence should be “has”.

The word “sourcing” in the second sentence of the third paragraph will be replaced with
“increasing”.



2. Meeting schedule and next steps:
The committee will meet April 10 and April 24.
Committee members should forward grammar changes to the Town Administrator to
forward to Johnstone. The suggested changes will be incorporated into the plan.
The committee will review the draft plan in its entirety before it is sent to staff,
department heads, and other entities for review.
Agriculture & Forestry and Historic & Archaeological Resources will be on the agenda
for the next meeting.

VII. Public Comment: None.

VIII.  Adjournment: motion to adjourn at 8:04 pm.



