
West Bath Planning Board Public Hearing Minutes 
Tuesday, May 9, 2023 

 

Planning Board: Darlene Estabrook, Chair  - Present 

Gerry Mitchell, Vice Chair - Present 

Jaime Wallace   - Present 

Gabriel Whitney  - Present 

Jim Williams   - Present 

   Jeremie Whorff, Alternate - Absent 

 

Select Board Liaison:  Suzanne Andresen  - Present 

 

Staff:   Jonathan Beane, Code Enforcement Officer 

Karly Perry, Town Clerk 

 

Public:   Chris Burtis, Abby Cassidy, Ted Crooker, Dan Diffin, Chad Hebert, Diane Morabito 

 

The West Bath Planning Board held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 9, 2023,  

at 6:00 pm, at the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, Maine. 

 

Darlene Estabrook called the hearing to order at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, May 9th, 2023. The Planning Board introduced 

themselves for the record. Ms. Estabrook then reviewed the procedure for the Public Hearing, the purpose of which 

is to allow Maine Gravel Services to present their project, after which they would have the opportunity to hear and 

address comments from both the Planning Board and the Public. 

 

Dan Diffin of Sevee & Maher Engineers introduced himself, then presented the proposed expansion. The site is 

currently permitted with 3.8 acres of impervious surface and approximately 250 parking spaces in addition to soil 

and tool storage on site. Mr. Diffin verified that no hazardous waste is being stored on site. Mr. Mitchell questions 

the hazardous waste containers seen on the lot, which Mr. Diffin stated are empty barrels being stored on the 

property. Mr. Diffin further clarified that the soil stored on site is part of a soil management plan, adding that there 

is a difference between contaminated soil and hazardous waste. 

 

Ms. Estabrook confirmed with Mr. Diffin that once the expansion is complete, on-site storage would cease. 

 

Mr. Diffin identified the wetland areas on the site plan, then reviewed the proposed expansion which would increase 

the impervious surface to 8.5 acres with approximately 830 parking spaces as well as a drop-off zone for buses and 

a 20’x40’ shelter, whose construction will not penetrate the surface of the lot. Mr. Diffin stressed that not all parking 

spaces will be used at the same time and that the project will be contained within the footprint of the original landfill. 

 

Mr. Whitney asked for clarification on how many parking spaces will be utilized simultaneously. Mr. Diffin stated 

that the first shift would utilize approximately 500 spaces. 

 

Diane Morabito presented information from the traffic study based on current usage. Peak hour trips would increase 

by 14-313 vehicles, noting however that the peak hours for the parking lot do not necessarily coincide with the peak 

hours for State Road itself. Ms. Morabito stated that using these findings, it was determined that a right turn lane 

would be needed for the western entrance to the lot. Mr. Wallace asked if both entrances allow two-way traffic, 

which they do. Ms. Morabito then clarified that the eastern entrance is right turn out only. 

 

Mr. Williams asked for clarification on vehicles using the western exit heading east. Ms. Morabito confirmed that 

vehicles may enter or exit from either of the entrances. Mr. Williams expressed safety concerns regarding exiting 

traffic. Ms. Morabito stated that the vast majority of vehicles will be exiting to the west and heading west, while 

most traffic arriving at that time will be staggered buses. Mr. Williams suggested that the western exit be left turn 

only to which Ms. Morabito stated that there is no reason to prohibit right hand turns based on the service levels. 

 

Mr. Wallace asked if the eastern entrance has been tested with software for buses. Ms. Morabito verified that it was 

and that the turn radius was increased significantly for buses. 
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Mr. Whitney asked for clarification on the number of vehicles entering and exiting. Ms. Morabito explained how 

the shifts overlap throughout the day and the role played by buses in alleviating the amount of traffic entering and 

exiting at the same time.  

 

Mr. Wallace asked if the project includes any safety measures for pedestrians within the site. Mr. Diffin explained 

that retail parking safety practices were utilized. Discussion followed regarding whether foot traffic would cross 

over wetland areas. 

 

Ms. Estabrook opened the floor for public comment. Seeing none, Ms. Estabrook ended the Public Hearing at 

6:25pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A true, attested copy 

 

____________________________ 

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk 


