West Bath Planning Board Public Hearing Minutes
Tuesday, June 13, 2023

Planning Board: Darlene Estabrook, Chair - Present
Gerry Mitchell, Vice Chair - Present
Jaime Wallace - Present
Gabriel Whitney - Present
Jim Williams - Present
Jeremie Whorff, Alternate - Absent
Select Board: Suzanne Andresen
Kathleen Lavallee
Staff: Karly Perry, Town Clerk
Public: Abby Cassidy, Ted Crooker, Dan Diffin, Diane Morabito,

Megan Sawyer, Lisa Yorke, Michael Yorke

The West Bath Planning Board held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 6:00 pm,
at the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, Maine.

Darlene Estabrook called the hearing to order at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, June 13, 2023. She then explained the purpose
for the Public Hearing to allow the applicant to present the project and to hear comments from the public. Ms.
Estabrook asked if any members of the public were here specifically for the Public Hearing, to which no one was.

Town Clerk Karly Perry stated that members of the public were present at the Special Select Board Hearing, which
addressed some of the concerns previously presented.

Ms. Estabrook recalled concerns regarding drainage at State Road south of the project and stated that the Town
Administrator had drafted a letter on behalf of the Select Board to MDOT and held a subsequent meeting with
MDOT representatives regarding these issues. Municipal Officer Lavallee stated that the meeting with MDOT was
productive and that MDOT took full responsibility for the flooding, which was caused when the original culvert
was replaced and installed 18 above the original culvert. MDOT has agreed to relocate the current culvert to its
original position and lower the drainage ditch elevation to facilitate flows to the wetland to the north. The process
will take up to two years in order to allow other utilities below the road to be relocated.

Ms. Estabrook asked the Board if they would like to close the Public Hearing since no members of the public were
in attendance, to which Mr. Williams stressed the importance of holding the Hearing and allowing the public to
speak.

Mr. Crooker stated that he spoke with abutters Dave Paquette and Steve Renaud regarding land that may be available
to provide additional drainage. Mr. Crooker then agreed with the assessment by the MDOT that lowering the culvert
will drop water levels at the location by up to 2°. Mr. Crooker went on to explain that the previous information he
had presented was based on information he had received separately from MDOT stating that the replacement culvert
had been installed at the exact location of the previous culvert. He added that lowering the culvert may also improve
drainage at the intersection of Bull Rock Road.

Seeing no further public comment, Ms. Estabrook moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to end the Public
Hearing. Public Hearing adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 6:09 pm.

A true, attested copy

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk



