
West Bath Special Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, June 20, 2023 

 

Planning Board: Darlene Estabrook, Chair  - Present 

Gerry Mitchell, Vice Chair - Absent 

Jaime Wallace   - Present 

Gabriel Whitney  - Absent 

Jim Williams   - Present 

   Jeremie Whorff, Alternate - Absent 

 

Select Board Liaison: Suzanne Andresen  - Absent 

 

Staff:   Karly Perry, Town Clerk 

 

 

The West Bath Planning Board held a special meeting on Tuesday, June 20, 2023, at 6:00 pm,   

at the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, Maine. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  

Darlene Estabrook called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, June 20, 2023. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM:  

A quorum was established because there were at least 3 members present. 

 

III. AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:  

Ms. Estabrook stated that because the full Board was not present, the election of chair would be postponed to 

the July meeting. 

 

IV. BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

1. Comprehensive Plan Review – Sections 8-12 

Ms. Estabrook announced that sections 1-7 are now available for public review. She then stated that the 

Board will be reviewing sections 8-12 to advise the Comprehensive Plan Committee. 

 

The Board began by reviewing the implementation plan for section 8, agreeing that most of these items are 

already being done and will continue with updating the Land Use Ordinance. The Board agreed that the 

third short-term goal, which involves using fees to improve boat ramps and parking, is a matter for the 

Select Board, not the Planning Board. 

 

The Board then continued to review section 8. Ms. Estabrook noted that State provisions for working 

waterfronts need to be added when updating the Land Use Ordinance. Mr. Williams suggested that language 

regarding working waterfronts be expanded upon in the Comprehensive Plan to give readers a better 

understanding of what opportunities and tax credits are available. 

 

Discussion followed on available dockage in Bath and pumping locations and their proximity to West Bath. 

 

Mr. Williams observed that section 8 does not address the Harbors and Waterways Committee, nor does it 

address the Harbors and Waterways Ordinance. The Harbors and Waterways Committee was disbanded by 

the Select Board so references were stricken from the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

The Board went on to review section 9, noting that the implementation plan does not involve the Planning 

Board. Mr. Williams noted that not knowing specifically which parcels the Town owns makes planning 

difficult, to which the Board agreed. 

 

The Board reviewed section 10, noting that the implementation plan does not involve the Planning Board. 

The Board had no comments regarding section 10. 

 

The Board reviewed section 11, the implementation plan for which includes statutory State requirements to 

be followed by the Board. The Board had no comments regarding section 11. 

 



Special Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 20, 2023 
 

 

Page 2 of 2 

 

The Board reviewed sections 12-A and 12-B, for which many of the implementation items are mandated 

by the State statute.  

 

The Board suggested that clarifying language be added to table 12-3 as well as table 12-5. 

 

The Board reviewed the growth zone on the map provided. Mr. Wallace observed that there is no 

transitional zone. Ms. Estabrook stated that the transitional zone is optional.  

 

The Board agreed that the description for the Business and Commercial District should follow after the 

Urban Development Park, as all other zones described are overlay zones. The Board then discussed 

Mill/Whiskeag Pond, requesting further clarification on this reference. 

 

The Board reviewed the maps provided. Mr. Williams suggested that Merritt Island be included as 

preserved lands. The Board agreed that all islands should be identified appropriately on the Development 

Potential map. The Board then agreed that the traffic map should utilize different colors or use dashes to 

clarify the different traffic volumes. 

 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 

Ms. Estabrook stated that she spoke with Municipal Officer Andresen, who has reached out to the Town 

Attorney regarding the West Bath Parking LLC application, however she has not been able to discuss the matter 

as of yet and will notify the Board of any updates once available. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Estabrook moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Williams. 

Meeting adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 8:01 pm. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A true, attested copy 

 

____________________________ 

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk 


