West Bath Planning Board Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Planning Board: Darlene Estabrook, Chair - Present
Gerry Mitchell, Vice Chair - Present
Jaime Wallace - Present
Gabriel Whitney - Absent
Jim Williams - Present
Jeremie Whorff, Alternate - Absent

Staff: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator

Public:

VI.

VII.

Jonathan Beane, Code Enforcement Officer
Karly Perry, Town Clerk

None

The West Bath Planning Board held a regular meeting on Tuesday, September 12, 2023,

at 6:00 pm, at the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, Maine.

CALL TO ORDER:
Darlene Estabrook called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, September 12, 2023

ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM:
A quorum was established because there were at least 3 members present.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:
Ms. Estabrook suggested that the Board move Other Business Item 1, the election of officers,
to later in the meeting in hopes that Mr. Whitney will be present, to which the Board agreed.

VERIFICATION REGARDING CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

Ms. Estabrook explained that the purpose of this agenda is to allow Board members the
opportunity to announce any conflicts prior to hearing the applications. She then gave examples
of conflict. Mr. Mitchells asked for clarification on what constitutes a conflict. Ms. Estabrook
referred to the Maine Municipal Association manual which provides more detail. Ms. Perry
noted that the workshop (hosted by the Town Attorney, Jense Baird) on October 3 will provide
more clarification.

APPLICANTS:
None

PUBLIC INFORMATION & COMMENT
None

OTHER BUSINESS

2. West Bath Parking LLC — Appeal Results
Ms. Estabrook stated that she and Mr. Williams attended the Board of Appeals hearing on
August 28, 2023, at which the Board of Appeals granted the appeal and remanded the
application back to the Planning Board for a decision.

Ms. Estabrook noted that the Town Attorney provided training for the Board of Appeals
before the hearing, which Ms. Estabrook found to be extremely helpful and requested
similar training for the Planning Board. Ms. Perry noted that because the Town Attorney
represented the Board of Appeals, the Planning Board will have separate representation to
assist with the West Bath Parking application. Durward Parkinson, Esq., of Bergen &
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Parkinson will represent the Planning Board when West Bath Parking LLC resubmits their
application and will also attend the Planning Board training scheduled for October 3.

3. Land Use Ordinance Changes
Ms. Estabrook announced that the Comprehensive Plan Committee has provided their final
revisions of the Comprehensive Plan, which is moving forward for State review.
Max Johnstone of MCOG will now be available to assist in revising the Land Use
Ordinances. As such, Ms. Estabrook stated that the Planning Board should decide how
often they would like to meet, noting that the Comprehensive Plan Committee typically
met twice a month.

Mr. Wallace asked for clarification that the Planning Board would meet monthly for regular
business and any meetings to review ordinance would be separate, which Ms. Estabrook
confirmed. Mr. Williams suggested that the Planning Board meet with Mr. Johnstone to
determine how often the Board should meet. Discussion followed regarding what changes
need to be made to the ordinance, including a list of changes previously compiled by the
Board which has been provided to Mr. Johnstone. The Board proposed the following dates
for a workshop: September 26, November 8, November 9, or October 17. Ms. Perry will
coordinate with Mr. Johnstone and the Board to determine the date of the Ordinance
Workshop.

1. Election of Officers
The Board agreed to move forward with the Election of Officers, despite the absence of
Mr. Whitney
Mr. Mitchell nominated Mr. Williams as Chair. Mr. Williams declined the nomination.
Mr. Wallace nominated Ms. Estabrook as Chair, seconded by Mr. Williams.
Planning Board unanimously approved.

Mr. Mitchell nominated Mr. Wallace as Vice Chair, seconded by Mr. Williams.
Planning Board unanimously approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

August 8, 2023

Ms. Estabrook questioned the total acreage for the application 263 and 269 State Road. Ms.
Perry stated that Town property card records have the total acreage listed as 1.49. CEO Beane
confirmed that the survey provided to the Planning Board shows a total acreage of 1.52. The
Planning Board agreed to amend the minutes to reflect the acreage provided on the survey.

Mr. Mitchell asked if the Board of Appeals had made a determination as to whether parking
was an allowable use on State Road under the Land Use Ordinance. Ms. Estabrook stated that
the appeal focused on the denial of the application without reason and whether or not there was
a conflict of interest, not the details of the application. Ms. Estabrook stated that after the
hearing she asked the Town Attorney, who stated that it is an existing and allowed use. Ms.
Perry suggested that this is something the Planning Board could discuss further at the October
workshop when the attorneys are present.

Ms. Estabrook moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to approve the August 8, 2023, minutes
as amended. Planning Board unanimously approved.

Ms. Estabrook stated that, per current ordinance language, Site Plan applications do not list
preliminary approval, so when West Bath Parking, LLC. Returns with an application it will be
for final approval.
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Ms. Estabrook moved to not hold a 3rd Public Hearing for West Bath Parking, unless
significant changes to the design have been made, as determined by Mr. Wallace. (The
motion was not seconded)

Mr. Williams questioned whether the Planning Board should make a decision on holding a
public hearing without the applicant present. Ms. Estabrook noted that it is up to the Board to
determine whether or not to hold a public hearing. Since it must be advertised by the Town
ahead of the meeting it made sense to decide now so the Town Clerk would know how to
proceed. Discussion followed by the Board on how to proceed with no further motion made.

IX.  SET MEETING DATE:
Planning Board Workshop: Tuesday, October 3, 2023
Planning Board Meeting: Tuesday, October 10, 2023

VIl.  ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Estabrook moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Mitchell.
Meeting adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 7:14 pm.

A true, attested copy

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk
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