Town of West Bath
Select Board Meeting Minutes
Thursday, October 23, 2023

Town of West Bath Kathleen Lavallee, Chair - Present
Select Board: Suzanne Andresen - Present
Madelyn Hennessey - Absent
Town Staff Present: Kristine Poland, Town Administrator
Karly Perry, Town Clerk
Public: Bruce Farnham, Cheryl Farnham, David Hennessey, Michael Hennessey, Lloyd
Johnson,

Robin Johnson, Patrick Nelson, Daniel Willhite, Claire Willhite,
Juanita Wilson-Hennessey, Steve Winter

A meeting of the Select Board was held at the West Bath Town Hall on Monday, October 23, 2023, at 5:30 pm.
I CALL TO ORDER at 5:30 pm

Il. ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM — Yes
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE WAS SAID.

(\VA CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Minutes:
a. October 5, 2023

2. Approval of Warrant(s):
a. Municipal
b. School

3. Upcoming Board of Selectmen Meeting(s):
a. November 9, 2023, at 5:30 pm at the West Bath Town Hall
Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to approve the
Consent Agenda as presented. Select Board unanimously approved.

V. BUSINESS ITEMS Acting as the Select Board

1. Town Administrator’s Report
Town Administrator Kristine Poland announced that heat pumps have been installed at Town Hall.

2. Future Agenda Items
None

VI. BUSINESS ITEMS Acting as the Board of Assessors

1. Applications for Abatement:
A. Clinton Delano, R07-005, 16 Birch Point Road

Municipal Officer Lavallee observed that the corrections were straightforward. Municipal Officer
Andresen questions how data got changed in the first place. Town Clerk Karly Perry stated that data
entry was done by staff and the reval company and suggested that human error may account for some
of the mistakes.

Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to approve the
Application for Abatement by Clinton Delano in the amount of $37.99. Select Board
unanimously approved.
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B. Susan Dowe, U21-001, 45 Notta Road
Ms. Perry stated that she had spoken with Ms. Dowe earlier. Ms. Dowe was unable to attend the
meeting but was satisfied with the recommendation of the assessing agent.
Municipal Officer Lavallee reviewed the corrections on the account which changed the shore
frontage from River/Tidal 3 to 2. Municipal Officer Lavallee questioned the note on acreage, which
Ms. Poland confirmed that this was verified with the property owner.
Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to approve the
Application for Abatement by Susan Dowe in the amount of $1474.24. Select Board
unanimously approved.

C. Anne Ireland, R03-029, 387 Berrys Mill Road
Ms. Poland stated that she spoke with Ms. Ireland, who was satisfied by the assessing agent’s
determination. She noted that the previous assessment did not account for the farmland. Municipal
Officer Andresen questioned the determination that the property does not have shore frontage.
Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to deny the
Application for Abatement by Anne Ireland. Select Board unanimously approved.

D. Lloyd Johnson, U13-003, 84 Kings Point Road
Municipal Officer Lavallee asked the applicant if they were aware of the next steps should the
Application for Abatement be denied, to which Mrs. Johnson stated that she was not sure. Mr.
Johnson stated that the assessing agent had assured him that errors would be corrected during their
consultation. Municipal Officer Andresen spoke to her preference to look at land values in order to
calculate the property values.

Mr. Johnson explained that when meeting with the assessing agent, the agent referenced the incorrect
section of Fosters Point Road. It is Mr. Johnson’s belief that he is being assessed based on inaccurate
information. He then questioned that the description had been changed from deep water to tidal,
however the value did not change.

Municipal Officer Andresen asked the applicant if they would be comfortable tabling the application
in order to allow for further discussion, to which the Johnsons agreed.

Municipal Officer Lavallee moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Andresen, to table the
Application for Abatement for Lloyd Johnson. Select Board unanimously approved.

Ms. Poland asked for clarification on whether the Board would like to deny the Ireland application or
table it to allow for further discussion.

Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to amend the
previous motion and moved to table the Application for Abatement by Anne Ireland. Select
Board unanimously approved.

E. Patrick Nelson, U02-007-A, 24 Four Wheel Drive
Mr. Nelson recalled that Parker Appraisal had stated recent appraisals made to the property were not
valid. A reappraisal was submitted with the application for abatement. Ms. Poland explained her
belief that the assessing agent did not use the comps provided because they are in different towns.
Mr. Nelson questioned the recommendation by the assessing agent to deny the application, as the
language provided seems to support the request for abatement.

Municipal Officer Andresen compared the Willhite assessment to the Mr. Nelsons assessment. Mr.
Willhite explained that 76 Mountain Road was the only property used as a comparable property, and
expressed his opinion that the appraisal assessment is closer to market value.
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Municipal Officer Andresen asked Mr. Nelson if he would be comfortable with the Board tabling the
application in order to gain more information, to which Mr. Nelson agreed he is.

Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to table the
Application for Abatement by Patrick Nelson. Select Board unanimously approved.

F. Dean Rowland, U27-036, 123 Brighams Cove Road
Municipal Officer Andresen questioned the shore frontage and the accuracy of information contained
on the property card. She spoke to the significance of the amount of the abatement.
Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to table the
Application for Abatement by Dean Rowland. Select Board unanimously approved.

G. Daniel Willhite Revocable Trust, U13-034
Municipal Officer Lavallee asked the applicant if they had seen the decision by the assessing agent,
to which Mr. Willhite confirmed that he had and expressed his dissatisfaction. He then recalled
discussion with the agent wherein they agreed to an assessed value which was not reflected on the tax
statement.

Mr. Willhite then spoke to his frustration in not understanding how properties are assessed. Ms.
Willhite echoed Mr. Willhite’s sentiments and stated that the recommendation provided is not
comprehensive.

Municipal Officer Andresen asked if the applicant would be comfortable with the application being
tabled in order to talk further with the assessing agent, to which Mr. Willhite agreed.

Mr. Nelson asked the Board what further information is necessary in order to prove the value, to
which the Board agreed that they would need to speak with the assessing agents to determine this.

Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to table the
Application for Abatement by the Daniel Willhite Revocable Trust. Select Board unanimously
approved.

2. 2023 Municipal Valuation Return
Ms. Poland stated that the Select Board has not yet signed the 2023 Municipal Valuation Return in
connection with the 2023 Tax Commitment.
Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee to approve the
2023 Municipal Valuation Return as presented. Select Board unanimously approved.

3. Assessor Notification, Xerox Financial Services LLC
Ms. Poland reviewed the business tax reimbursement for Xerox Financial Services for 2022 and
verified that the figures have been verified.
Municipal Officer Andresen moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Lavallee, to accept the
reimbursement as presented. Select Board unanimously approved.

SELECT BOARD COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Municipal Officer Andresen stated that she would like to meet with Parker Appraisal regarding the
revaluation and assessing process, to which Municipal Officer Lavallee agreed. Steve Winter asked if
this would be a public meeting, which Ms. Poland confirmed that it would be. Bruce Farnham asked if the
public would be able to comment during the meeting. Ms. Poland recommended that the Select Board
hold the meeting as a workshop in order to allow for public comment at the end.
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VIIl.  PUBLIC COMMENT
Juanita Wilson-Hennessey noted that any public meeting being held would be open to the public. She
then spoke to how tidal properties are assessed, noting that classifications do not necessarily reflect what
one might qualify as “deep water” or “tidal”.

Mr. Farnham spoke to the inconsistencies in shore frontage as noted on property cards.
Mr. Willhite suggested that the Board allow residents to submit questions ahead of time.

Mr. Winter spoke to the need for more information regarding verbiage and assessing formulas. He spoke
to comparing properties from the perspective of reviewing the entire Town.

Mike Hennessey recalled a previous request to review the previous assessment manual and the benefits it
may provide.

David Hennessey asked for an update on repairs to Birch Point Road. Ms. Poland confirmed that the
project should be completed by November 1%,

IX. ADJOURNMENT

Municipal Officer Lavallee moved, seconded by Municipal Officer Andresen, to adjourn.
Select Board adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 6:15pm.

A true attested copy,

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk



