West Bath Planning Board Minutes
Tuesday, March 12, 2024

Planning Board: Gabriel Whitney, Chair - Present

Staff:

Public:

Jim Williams, Vice Chair - Present
Gerry Mitchell - Present
Jeremie Whorff, Alternate - Absent

Jonathan Beane, Code Enforcement Officer
Karly Perry, Town Clerk

Nick Hamlin, Benjamin Matthews

The West Bath Planning Board held a special meeting on Tuesday, February 13, 2024,
at 6:00 pm, at the West Bath Town Hall, 219 Fosters Point Road, West Bath, Maine.

CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Whitney called the meeting to order.

ATTENDANCE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM:
A quorum was established because there were at least 3 members present.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: None

APPLICANTS

1. New Business
Benjamin Matthews (Overland Garage), applicant
25 Tower Lane
Map UO1 Lot 14-B

Mr. Matthews presented an updated application to the Board with a full site plan for the project.
He identified the location of the business, additional business on site, parking, and communications
tower. The business will be run out of a three-bay garage, which Mr. Matthews stated was the
previous site of a garage run by Donald Sanford.

Mr. Mitchell asked what the most recent use of the building was, which CEO Beane stated that the
fabrication shop is the last business on record. Mr. Matthews stated that he will run a full-service
garage with most general automotive services and light body work, although he will not be offering
alignments. He will be leasing the equipment on site. Mr. Matthews presented a letter of
authorization from the property owner, Rhonda Dunning.

Mr. Williams asked if the garage is an existing building or a new construction, which Mr. Matthews
confirmed that this is an existing building with no new structures, although the siding may be
replaced. CEO Beane confirmed for the Board that the property is within the Business Commercial
Zone. Mr. Matthews stated that the property is not subject to any easements or rights of way. He
then identified the location of lighting and confirmed that there is no incineration on site.

CEO Beane expressed concerns with the property and asked that the Board make any approval
conditional on approval by the Code Enforcement Officer.

Mr. Williams asked if the business would have signage. Mr. Matthews stated that he currently plans
to have a sign on the building but was not sure what is allowed for signage. CEO Beane explained
that the Land Use Ordinance allows for two 25sf signs on property.

Mr. Whitney opened the floor to public comment, to which there was none.

Mr. Williams moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to approve the application pending approval
by the Code Enforcement Officer and Fire Chief. Planning Board unanimously approved.
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Mr. Mitchell asked if Mr. Matthews specialized in a specific brand. Mr. Matthews noted that he is
a master mechanic for BMW, but works on all makes including hybrids and electric vehicles.

V. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND COMMENT: None

VI. OTHER BUSINESS
1. Proposed Ordinance Change Amendments
Ms. Perry noted that Jay Paris requested to be on the agenda to discuss suggested changes to the
Land Use Ordinance. The Planning Board agreed to revisit the suggestions when they begin work
on updating the Land Use Ordinance with Midcoast Council of Governments.

2. Set Date for West Bath Parking application Review
Ms. Perry announced that both the attorney for the Planning Board and the applicant and their legal
team are available to meet on May 7, 2024, at 6:00 PM. The Planning Board agreed that they are
available and set the Special Planning Board Meeting for West Bath Parking LLC to be held
Tuesday, May 7, 2024, at 6:00 PM.

3. Set Date for LD2003 Workshop with MCOG
The Planning Board agreed

VII.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
February 6, 2024 (Workshop)
Mr. Williams moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to approve the minutes as presented.
Planning Board unanimously approved.

February 13, 2024

Ms. Perry noted clerical edits to the minutes as suggested by Mr. Williams

Mr. Whitney moved, seconded by Mr. Williams, to approve the minutes as amended.
Planning Board unanimously approved.

VIIl.  SET NEXT MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, April 9, 2024

IX. ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Whitney moved, seconded by Mr. Williams, to adjourn.
Meeting adjourned by unanimous acclamation at 6:29 pm.

A true, attested copy

Karly A. Perry, Town Clerk
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