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Board of Selectmen Report

To the Citizens of West Bath:

The Board of Selectmen are happy to report that there isn’t really a lot of news; nothing really which may be
report-worthy. We're running on a fairly even keel. Things are rather quiet. After several years of intrigue and
chaos, from outside interests, West Bath has again settled into that bucolic community that a lot of us were
familiar with and the one that we all prefer.

We have a new addition to our Town Hall Staff: Karly Perry (a native of West Bath) has joined us as Town Clerk
and Asst. Treasurer, Elections Warden, and many other roles that she has assumed. Karly is a perfect addition to
the A-Team which runs the Town Hall and virtually all of the Town’s business. Her curiosity and enthusiasm
make her a pleasant addition to our staff.

We have completed the details for the new Salt Shed. Plans are to begin construction this spring and to will be
ready for use in November.

We have taken a closer look at Town owned foreclosed properties in our inventory. These are properties which
should be generating tax revenue, but aren’t, because they are Town owned. We managed to sell one of them
at public auction this summer, generating a considerable cash return, and returning the property to the tax rolls
as a performing asset; generating tax revenue for the Town. We plan to address other properties in the same
manner. Some, but not all, are salable properties and their sale will help contribute to our tax revenue when
sold.

The West Bath School is doing very well. The quality of education compared to other local schools is apparently
“getting out”. We have many inquiries from people who are relocating and trying to decide on the best
community in which to live, the school being an important factor in their decision. Ironically, the trend seems to
be a preference for West Bath for K-5™" grades but a reluctance for 6-12 at RSU-1 facilities. It is fortunate that we
were able to negotiate a school choice option for our students.

West Bath has a history of municipal officials who are dedicated to the interests of the residents and tax payers
and who have taken seriously the business of running the Town. | think that this is because we have chosen to
remain a “small” town and haven’t grown a big government to sustain the status quo. This choice was taken and
sustained by interested citizens who are neighbors and friends. | believe that the team in place now, the
committees and departments and those who serve in them, is the strongest and most effective ever. We have
adapted and moved forward, learning from the previous administrations. We have changed with the changing
world, but changed only enough to endure. We commit to continue the tradition in this manner into the future;
providing for our public an open and transparent leadership which welcomes public participation, should the
public so wish to participate.

Peter Oceretko, Chairman West Bath Board of Selectmen
Paula Nelson, Selectman
Madelyn Hennessey, Selectman



