Article 45. Shall an ordinance entitled “2016 Amendments to the Land Use
Ordinance Regarding Solar Energy Systems” be enacted?

[The proposed ordinance amendments are available for review and
inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office and will be available at the Town
Meeting.]

2016 AMENDMENTS
TO THE TOWN OF WEST BATH LAND USE ORDINANCE
REGARDING SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS

The Town of West Bath Land Use Ordinance shall be amended as follows
(additions are underlined and deletions are struck out):

1. Amend Article lll of the Land Use Ordinance, regarding Land Use Standards, as
set forth below:

ARTICLE 1l
LAND USE STANDARDS
All land use activities shall conform to the following applicable land use standards:

Z. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS

1. Purpose

The purpose of this section is to requlate the placement and construction of and to
provide standards for small and large solar energy systems that are used to produce
electrical power, in order to promote their safe and efficient use and to minimize the
visual, environmental and operational impacts of these systems.

2. Definitions

a) Small Solar Energy System: A solar collection system consisting of one or more
rooftop or ground collector devices, which is intended and sized for on-site power
consumption. A small solar energy system may be used at a residence or
property that also receives electrical power supplied by a utility company.




b)

Large Solar Energy System: A complete design or assembly consisting of: one

or more rooftop or ground collector devices: an energy storage facility (if
applicable); concentrators: buildings: and/or components for the transmission
and distribution of transformed energy for offsite use.

|_ocation

a)

Small Solar Energy Systems are permitted as an accessory use in all land use

b)

districts within the Town.

Large Solar Energy Systems are permitted as a principal use in the Business &

Commercial and Urban Development Park land use districts.

Approval Required

a)

No Small Solar Energy Systems may be sited, constructed or operated without

b)

approval from the Code Enforcement Officer, and must meet the following
criteria;

i. _The layout, design and installation shall meet and conform to industry
standards, including but not limited to the standards of ANSI, UL, ASTM. or
other certifying organization.

ii. _The Small Solar Energy System shall comply with the requirements of all
applicable building codes and life safety codes.

iii. The Small Solar Energy System shall be designed to minimize reflective glare
toward adjacent properties, roadways and rights of way.

iv. If the Small Solar Energy System is a ground-mounted system, it shall be set
back twice the applicable setback requirement, measured from the point on
the device closest to the abutting property line.

v. If the Small Solar Energy System is a rooftop mounted system, it shall not
exceed a maximum height of 35 feet above grade.

vi. If the Small Solar Energy System is a ground mounted system, it shall not
exceed 15 feet in height.

vii. All onsite utility and transmission lines extending to and from a Small Solar
Energy System that is not attached to the principal structure on the property
shall be placed underground, unless the applicant demonstrates good cause
for the Planning Board to waive this requirement.

No Large Solar Energy Systems may be sited, constructed or operated without

approval from the Planning Board, and must meet the following criteria:




The layout, design and installation shall meet and conform to industry
standards, including but not limited to the standards of ANSI, UL, ASTM, or
other certifying organization.

i. The layout, design, and installation shall comply with all building code and

applicable life safety requirements.

All onsite utility and transmission lines shall be placed underground, unless

the applicant demonstrates good cause for the Planning Board to waive this
requirement.

iv. The Large Solar Energy System shall be designed and located to minimize
reflective glare toward adjacent properties, roadways and rights of way.

v. Ifthe Large Solar Energy System is mounted on a building, it shall not exceed
a maximum height of 35 feet above grade, unless the system is located in the
Urban Development Park District and meets the height exceptions contained
in Article Ill, Section (C)(9) of this Ordinance.

vi. Clearly visible warning sighage concerning voltage shall be placed on all
ground mounted devices and substations.

vii. Clearly visible signage identifying the owner of the facility with contact
information shall be mounted on the security fence.

viii.An 8-foot-high security fence shall be erected around the entire ground
mounted system with a self-locking gate.

ix. In the event the owner ceases to operate the Large Solar Energy System. the
owner shall notify the Town immediately and shall dismantle and remove all
solar system components from the property within 12 months of the last day
that the system was operational.

X. _The Planning Board, in its sole discretion, may hire a consultant to review the

design of the Large Solar Energy System, including any technical aspects
and/or safety issues related to the site or the design. Any required consultant
fees incurred by the Town shall be paid by the applicant.

Signature

Attest: A true copy of an ordinance entitled ‘2016 Amendments to the Land Use
Ordinance Regarding Solar Energy Systems’ as certified to me by the municipal officers
of West Bath on the 9™ day of May, 2016

" Brandi Lohr, Town Clerk of West Bath




