
The Armstrong family’s generous donation of  
memorabilia from The New Meadows Inn will be 
featured in the West Bath History talk at the PFL in 
February (see story on page 4).  
Pictured here: a fetching poem praising the Inn.  
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The November Election brought out 45% of West Bath’s 
registered voters to re-elect Municipal Officer Kathleen 
Lavallee to the Select Board and Casandra Whorff to the 
School Board, along with newcomer Nathan Briggs. The 
next election will be the Presidential Primary on March 
5th.  Beginning Feb 1, 2024, residents 65+ and those with 
disabilities can register for on-going absentee voting. Email 
townclerk@westbathmaine.gov for additional information.

Community sand is available to residents behind Town 
Hall during regular business hours. Sand is limited to two 
5-gallon buckets per storm. (Buckets not provided). In ad-
dition, Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Department has part-
nered with Brunswick Lowe’s to provide a bucket of sand 
to seniors in our community. If you have an elderly family 
member/neighbor call 443-8201 and they will deliver a 
bucket of sand!

Residents looking to become more involved in the commu-
nity are invited to apply to join a committee. The Planning 
Board is seeking new members and meets on the 2nd Tues-
day of the month, with additional meetings as needed. FMI, 
please email or call the Town Clerk #443-4342.
 
All dogs must be vaccinated against rabies and licensed by 
Jan 31, 2024. Licenses are $6/each or $11 for unaltered 
pets. Visit www.westbath.org for online licensing.

Stay informed on upcoming meetings and events by sub-
scribing to weekly emails by emailing townclerk@west-
bathmaine.gov or by “following” the Town of West Bath on 
Facebook. You can also watch meetings on our YouTube 
channel: https://youtu.be/IG98fbmhDBY
				         -Karly Perry, Town Clerk
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FAREWELL TO WEST BATH’S BELOVED MUSIC MAN
West Bath’s famous and favorite radio personality Bob 
Bittner died unexpectedly at his home on Austin Road 
on May 29, just short of his 74th birthday.   His loss 
will be felt throughout New England and for all his radio 
pals.  

Bob, or “Bobby” as his beloved wife Raisa called him, 
owned and operated (and was chief DJ for!) WJTO, “The 
Memories Station”, right here in West Bath.  He was 
a very special radio man. He also owned many other 
“memories” stations, on both AM and now FM frequen-
cies in Maine and Massachusetts, mostly airing oldies 
but goodies that regular commercial stations don’t play 
anymore, because they aren’t commercially viable.  In 
other words, they don’t make money from advertising.  
Neither did Bob, who ran his stations without commer-
cials, as non-profit member-supported operations. 

To his listeners’ delight, with no corporate board of di-
rectors to oversee him nor any debt, Bob used his one-
man radio stations for more than just playing his music

collection. With no desire or any real need to sell commercials, he turned to listener support. His annual ap-
peals raised tens of thousands of dollars in small donations from a passionate base of fans. And with no need 
to please advertisers, he was free to share his own pitchy views during station announcements, including a 
long-running crusade against credit cards and a disdain for big business.

Con’t page 5

Con’t page 2

West Bath Historical Society presents its

 

 

Open to all. Donations welcome. Light refreshments.

FMI  443-5907 

Wednesday Dec 13, 2023 at 7:00 PM
Old West Bath Meeting House

680 Berry’s Mill Road, West Bath

Service led by Rev. Holly Morrison

Ernest (Ernie) Stall-
worth of Shoal Cove 
in West Bath, passed 
away peacefully at 
the age of 79 on 
May 27, after a long 
struggle with Al-
zheimer’s disease.

He was born in May 
of 1944 in Houma, 
Louisiana and raised 
in Charlotte, North 
Carolina for most of 
his formative years. 
He was a proud alum 
of Clemson Univer-
sity, where he played 
basketball and was 
Editor of the stu-
dent newspaper; he 
remained an avid Ti-
gers fan for the rest 
of his life.

ERNIE STALLWORTH: 
A WEST BATH STALWART!
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FAREWELL TO BOB BITTNER

But Bob was a radio renegade from the get-go.

Born in Washington, DC on June 12, 1949, Bob grew up 
in Virginia Beach and northern New Jersey, where he de-
veloped a keen interest in radio. As a teenager, at 15, he 
rode his bicycle long distances to visit radio stations in the 
Hudson Valley and Connecticut. 

After high school, Bob attended the Rochester Institute 
of Technology, where he majored in photography and 
graphic design and worked at his college radio station. 
His graphic design skills were put to immediate use, as 
his hand-drawn logos graced WITR music lists and ads.
He remained in the Rochester area after graduating in 
1969, working for little AM station and then for Rochester 
FM stations WCMF and WVOR, where he designed sta-
tion graphics and rose to the position of program direc-
tor, moving from WCMF’s progressive rock (never quite his 
style) to WVOR’s middle-of-the-road music.  

His lifelong interest in traveling the islands of the Carib-
bean grew out of a job in San Juan, Puerto Rico in the 
mid-1970s, when he programmed the English-language 
station. Bob returned to the mainland at the height of the 
disco revolution, working as a DJ and program director at 
various Boston radio stations.  At one, he began playing 
his unique brand of offbeat oldies and standards. Later in 
‘80’s, at another station which broadcast a new “Music of 
Your Life” format, he was first able to play the big bands 
and standards he loved.

For much of the latter ‘80’s, he moved away from radio to 
a new career publishing a successful dating magazine in 
Boston. (Bob was ahead of the curve on today’s on-line 
“match” dating craze!)  He also continued traveling and 
pursuing another lifelong hobby, collecting license plates 
across the Caribbean.

Bob returned to radio in 1991, buying a small AM radio 
station in Cambridge Mass out of bankruptcy. By the time 
Bob put in his bid for $277,115 at bankruptcy court, the 
station had been run into the ground by a local pastor 
(who later had an unsuccessful career in Virginia poli-
tics). Bob moved the studios back to the transmitter site 
at the original Harvey Radio Labs building and reclaimed 
the WJIB callsign. 

With the help of his chief engineer and a bank of 
VHS Hi-Fi tape machines that could run for eight 
hours at a stretch, he was able to automate his 
own trademark format that mixed easy listening 
music with big bands and vocalists.

His radio empire was growing, as he began gob-
bling up local stations.   A lover of AM radio, Bob 
more recently began adding FM translators as 
the opportunity arose to expand airtime.  

According to one Boston radio pro, Scott Fybush, 
whom Bob mentored in years back: “Bob played 
exactly what he felt like playing, from deep in the 
organized clutter that filled room after room at 
WJTO, and if he didn’t want to do something, he 
simply didn’t. His stations never streamed, and 
for years he wouldn’t play anything by Bob Dylan, 
not because he didn’t like Dylan but because he 
didn’t want to pay the required royalties! His lo-
gos and signs were always hand-drawn and dis-
tinctively Bob!”

Today, Bob’s stations, especially WJTO in West 
Bath, continue to play the music that Bob loves, 
even in his death.  Thanks mostly to his wife Rai-
sa; his loyal radio engineer, and his many radio 
friends, they are making efforts to keep his auto-
mated sounds alive, again with listener support, 
for as long as possible. Even Bob’s gravelly voice 
is still heard, especially his zingers against the 
commercial and political world!  The large WJTO 
broadcast antenna still glows red at the end of 
Austin Road and Bobby’s legacy lives on.

Kelly Davis, 34, of West Bath, 
passed away peacefully with fam-
ily at her side on Aug. 16 after 
suffering a stroke. 

Kelly was born in 1989 in Bath, 
to Scott and Sally (Keen) Davis. 
She graduated from Morse High 
in 2007 and the University of 
Michigan in 2011. After college, 
she worked as a paralegal at sev

eral Michigan law firms; then a firm in Seattle, 
and then on to Expedia Group, also in Seattle. She 
moved back to Maine in 2023 and worked in the le-
gal department at the Maine Department of Trans-
portation. 

Kelly was fun, and funny, and the first person to or-
ganize social events. She was an avid animal lover, 
and, at the age of 10, founded “Maine Vest-A-Dog”, 
a non-profit charity that raised money to buy bul-
let proof vests for police dogs. After vesting several 
dogs, she learned that doing so was illegal, since 
Maine law prevented anyone from raising money to 
benefit law enforcement. Rather than fold her tent, 
Kelly worked with Senator Mary Small to change 
the law so that non-profit, third-party charities 
could raise funds to benefit the police. By 2011, 
Maine Vest-A-Dog raised over $60,000 and vested 
66 police dogs, including all Maine police dogs, as 
well as several in New Hampshire. For her efforts, 
which gained national attention, she was awarded 
a national Prudential Spirit of Community award, 
a WCSH-6 Teens Who Cares Award, and was an 
inaugural inductee into The Kids Hall of Fame in 
New York. 

Kelly was an accomplished musician, playing tenor 
sax, clarinet, and flute through her school years in 
many ensembles including the Portland Youth Wind 
Ensemble, Allstate Jazz, and the Marching Band 
and Hockey Band at the University of Michigan. She 
was also an aficionado of stand-up comedy. 

She is survived by her parents; her sister, Erica 
Davis of Phippsburg and her family, Christian, 
Soren and Bjorn Langord, and her grandparents 
Richard and Marcia Keen of Sagamore Beach, MA.  
A celebration of her life was held Sept 9 at the Ken-
nebec Tavern. In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in Kelly’s memory to the Midcoast Humane 
Society 

n

Linda L. (Drake) Koehling, passed away Aug. 21, at 
home with her family following a brief battle with can-
cer. She will be remembered for her kindness, gener-
osity, humor, and her love of life. She enjoyed eating 
out, camping, shopping, spending time with her best 
friend, Kathy, and traveling to Disney World. 

Linda was predeceased by her husband, James Koeh-
ling; a son, John; her father, Forrest Drake, and her 
mother, Helen Johnson. She is survived by her sister, 
Nancy Greenleaf & her husband Bob; her daughters, 
Kimberly Behee & her husband Frank. Traci MacDon-
ald & her husband Jed of West Bath, and Kelley Keen-
an & her fiancé James Read; a brother-in-law, Donald 
Koehling & his wife Glenda; 4 grandchildren; 3 great-
grandchildren, and many cousins, nieces, and nephews.  
The family would like to thank Dr. Moukharskaya and 
her team at The New England Cancer Specialists in Top-
sham, the Palliative Care Team at Midcoast Hospital, 
Chans/Hospice, and a special thanks to Nurse Nick.

Edward Leonard (“Bush” “Pit”) Boucher 84, of West 
Bath, passed away on Oct. 27.  He was born in 1939 in 
Bath and graduated from Morse High, Class of 1959. 
In 1960, he married the love of his life, Mary McLaugh-
lin Boucher.

He worked for the Bath Police Dept. and then as a 
master carpenter for the remainder of his career, re-
tiring from BIW in 2005. He was a lifetime member of 
the Bath Elks Lodge, and was proud member of the 
Bath Cadets and Buccaneers Drum & Bugle Corps. 
His most cherished role was as a family man, devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and 
brother-in-law, never missing a sporting event or mile-
stone.
“Bush” was predeceased by his wife; both parents, and 
three siblings, Leonard Boucher, Alfred Boucher and 
Yvonne Laffely. He leaves behind three daughters - 
Ginny Boucher & her partner Mike Eastman, Elaine 
Plummer & her husband David of West Bath, Anne 
Marie Moore and & her husband Dwight; his son Paul 
Edward Boucher & his and wife Sheri: 10 grandchil-
dren, including Dustin Plummer & wife Mary Char-
lotte of West Bath; 10 great-grandchildren, and an-
other on the way; his brother-in-law, Francis Edward 
McLaughlin Jr. of West Bath; a sister-in-law and many 
nieces, nephews, and friends.

Raymond Gagne, 71, of West Bath, passed away on 
Oct. 29, at Mid Coast Hospital. He was born on in 1952 
in Rumford to Ovide and Theresa Gagne and went on 
to proudly serve in the United States Navy. He later 
retired from General Dynamics in Bath. 

Raymond loved to collect coins and to fish at Roxbury 
Pond and particularly loved his family.   He is survived 
by his wife of 15 years, Wanita Gagne; his son Ja-
son Gagne of Maryland; stepsons Daniel Chapman & 
his fiancé Anne Kellett of Bowdoinham, Clifton Chap-
man & his wife Amanda of Boothbay; his sister, Lou-
ise Richard & her husband Bob, and grandson, Robert 
Richard & his wife Barbara. 

Sophie Booth receiving her WBHS $1000 
Scholarship award from Annie Walker Marry, 
Board member 2nd from the right), at Morse 
High’s Honors Night. 



THANKS TO ANNIE 
MERRY FOR WBHS 
BOARD SERVICE

This fall, the Board reluctantly 
accepted the resignation of An-
nie Walker Merry, who has es-
sentially moved to Eastport and 
is only rarely in the Bath area 
these days.   “I very much en-
joyed my 4+ years of serving on 
the Board.  I especially enjoyed 
starting up and overseeing the 
WBHS Scholarship program, 
that now offers $1000 each year 
to a West Bath student graduat-
ing from Morse.  It’s always im-
portant to give something back 
to our community and show we 
care. West Bath is a wonderful 
place where my family has roots 
back to the turn of the century.”

Annie and her husband Mark 
now divide their time between 
Bath & Eastport.  An 18-year Ro-
tarian and volunteer on many lev-
els,  she also designs and makes 
Passamaquoddy Sea Glass Bowls 
in her Eastport studio.
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Fredrick M. Doten, 79, of New Meadows Road died 
May 18 at his home. He was born in Bath in 1943, a 
son of Floyd E. and Rebecca (Johnson) Doten. Fred 
attended Bath schools and graduated from Morse 
High School in the Class of 1962. He was employed 
at Oakhurst Dairy in Bath and Country Kitchen. In 
his remaining years he owned the Pepperidge Farm 
Route for 25 years, retiring in 2013. He enjoyed work-
ing around his home, especially riding his lawnmow-
er, and spending time with his sons, families, and his 
granddaughter and her two kids, Audrey and Nolan, 
who were special to him He was also a big Patriots 
fan, 

Fred is survived by his constant loving companion of 
over 40 years, Pamala Bassett, a very special grand-
daughter, Brianna Doten of Brunswick and her two 
kids. He also leaves behind his grandson, Kevin, of 
West Bath. He was predeceased by his twin sons, 
Thomas Doten, who passed in 1998 and Timothy 
Doten, in 2022

Sally Anne (Dutton) Richardson, 75, of Bull Rock 
Road passed away peacefully on June 22, 2023, at 
Maine Medical Center surrounded by her loving fam-
ily.

She was born at Bath Memorial Hospital on June 24, 
1947, to Alyce and Bryce Dutton of Wiscasset.  Sally 
graduated from Wiscasset High School in 1965. In 
1990, she married Dana R. Richardson Sr. and the 
couple resided in West Bath. Sally enjoyed traveling 
with Dana in their motor home to the Nascar Races 
to see her favorite driver Dale Earnhardt, Sr. She 
also had fond memories of going on the cruise ships 
to the Bahamas and Bermuda, and even also adopt-
ed a manatee named Dana. Another passion was her 
great-granddaughter, Aurora; she truly cherished 
every moment they had together. Sally will always be 
remembered as a wonderful mother, grandmother, 
and friend, with a compassionate generous heart. 

She was predeceased by her husband, and a great-
grandson Jesse Wallace. Survivors include her 
daughters, Tammy Condon & Michael Woodhouse 
of Wiscasset and Sierra Gilmore; her son, Douglas 
Dutton & Laurel Noddin; her sister Joanne Taylor 
and her children, Lisa Sukeforth, and Scott Delano; 
a granddaughter Brittany Wallace; a great-grand-
daughter Aurora Owen; a stepson Tim Richardson 
and his wife Rhonda and a stepdaughter Brenda 
Swain, along with many friends, cousins, nieces, 
nephews and grandchildren.

Christine Perkins Mateosian, 74, passed away 
at home in West Bath surrounded by her family, 
on July 19, after a long illness. 

Christine was born in 1949, in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
and later moved to Monroe, N.Y. She married 
Paul in 1968, and together, they traveled across 
the country and back before building a home in 
Somerville, Maine. There they raised their two 
sons, Tim, and Sam. During her time in Somer-
ville, Chris was a substitute teacher and Ed Tech 
at the local elementary school. Later, she com-
muted to Augusta and Portland to complete her 
BA in Visual Arts from the University of Southern 
Maine. 

In recent years, Chris enjoyed reading, hiking, 
swimming, and creating collages and sculptures 
from treasures she found during hikes in the 
woods or along the beach.She is survived by her 
husband of 55 years; their sons; her sister, Vicki, 
and her grandchildren, Eleanor, Rocco, Max, and 
Marianne. She is predeceased by her parents, 
Anne and Ken Perkins. In lieu of flowers and oth-
er remembrances, her family suggests that do-
nations be made to the Phippsburg Land Trust,  	
www.phippsburglandtrust.org to honor her life 
and help preserve Maine Wilderness.

Gaynel “Gay” M. Wing, 85, of West Bath died 
July 25, 2023. She was born in Bath in 1937, 
a daughter of Dean R. and Henrietta M. (Mer-
riam) Bonney.  She graduated from Morse High 
School, class of ’55, and from Fisher Junior Col-
lege. Boston, in 1956. Gay worked at the Hyde 
Windlass Company in Bath for one year and in 
June of 1957, married her high school sweet-
heart, Thomas B. Wing. 

The couple moved to Boston and returned to Bath 
in 1963, and Gay again worked for Hyde Wind-
lass, until the company merged into Bath Iron 
Works in 1969. She remained at BIW as Admin-
istrative Assistant, until her retirement in 1995. 

She was a lifelong active member of the Bath 
United Methodist Church, and enjoyed summers 
at the family cottage in Georgetown where friends 
and family were always welcomed. Gay was pre-
deceased by her parents; and her husband of 56 
years, who passed in 2013.  She is survived by 
her son, Randall B. Wing and his wife Arlene of 
Jefferson; two grandchildren, Josh Brewer and 
Bethany Brewer; and 10 great-grandchildren. A 
celebration of life was held on Aug. 2.  

LOCAL ARTIST IN WINNING ART SHOW
Well-known West Bath artist Evelyn Dunphy 
has been featured in a local curated art show, 
that ran from Oct 12 - Dec 2nd. 

The exhibit, themed “In the Moment”, was held 
at Cove Street Arts, in Portland.  Bob Keyes and 
Wes LaFountain, exhibit curators, selected a di-
verse group of work by many prominent contem-
porary Maine artists including, in addition to Ev-
elyn: Joel Babb, Lucinda Bliss, Jessica Gandolf, 
Tom Hall, Sean Alonzo Harris, John Laurent, 
Tom Paiement, Robert Shetterly and John Whal-
ley. Artistic subjects ranged through different 
sports, presented from a variety of perspectives. 
This was not a “sports” art show as much as an 
exhibition of images and objects that are related, 
literally or loosely, to the sporting world in ways 
both representational and abstract. 

Known for her landscape paintings, Evelyn’s en-
tries are a surprise, with a painting of a female 
boxer titled “Flower Power” and two mountain-
eers climbing an icy crevasse in “Ascent”. 

According to Arts New England magazine, “La-
fountain, guest curator at Philips Exeter Acad-
emy’s Lamont Gallery and Bob Keyes, editorial 
director at Colby College, should consider team-
ing up again. ‘In The Moment’ is a marvel.” n

n

Top:  “Flower Power” 
Bottom: “Ascent”. 

WITCH SPRING HILL REDUX
In our Fall 2022 issue of Middle Ground, Jim Brophy, Board mem-
ber and our resident geology expert (and retired professor) relayed his 
thoughts on the geologic origin of Witch Spring, which over the years 
has repeatedly “leaked” onto State Rd, just at the corner where it meets 
Berry’s Mill Road. This spot has been an icy winter hazard for years.

In early October of this year, that stretch of road was once again “re-
paired” by Maine DOT.  At the time it was unclear if the origin of the 
“leak” was the old Witch Spring or a broken culvert a few dozen feet 
uphill.  Says Jim, who took the accompanying photos here, “I was in-
terested to see what happens. As far as I can tell, they replaced the 
culvert, dug out the material above where the spring was flowing, back-
filled it with gravel and paved over it. If indeed, it was just a broken 
culvert, then this effort will fix it. If it is truly the spring itself, then it 
will eventually reappear. It may take a few years but it will happen.” 
 

Annie pictured with her pooch Stella

As it turns out, it took only a few months for the leak to reappear, this 
time in the middle of the road not far downhill from the excavation and 
repair site!  Assuming that the replacement culvert is in good shape, 
this all but proves that the source of the leak is indeed Witch Spring.  
Armed with this information, the Maine DOT should go back to the 
drawing board and come up with a better long-term solution to the 
problem.  

This on-going tussle with Witch Spring is just one more example of 
man’s valiant efforts to control nature.  So far, nature appears to be 
holding the winning hand.

n
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2024 TOWN HISTORY SERIES: 
HOLD THE DATE! FEB 17

With mixer, beat butter and sugar well.  Add eggs 
and beat again. 
Then beat in flour mixture and add rum to moisten 
a bit. 

Gently stir in apples and spread in a 9 X 13 glass 
pan, lightly greased with cooking spray. 

Bake 350 degrees for 40 minutes.  Let cool and cut 
into small squares.  [These freeze well.  When serv-
ing, you can heat the squares on a baking sheet 
at 300 degrees for a few minutes to crisp up the 
edges.]  

The WBHS will be offering a talk on the long history 
of the beloved former New Meadows Inn, on Feb 17, 
2024, at 10:30 am. The talk is part of the Town His-
tory Series, which is organized by the Patten Free Li-
brary’s History Room.

West Bath’s presentation will be led by Liz Armstrong 
whose grandfather S. L. Armstrong was a long time 
owner of the Inn.  She will be sharing plenty of first-
hand family knowledge, as well as many family pho-
tos.  Liz and her sister, Rosemary, generously donated 
their sizable collection of memorabilia to the WB His-
torical Society, which includes old photos of the Inn 
over the years as well as actual menus. All these spe-
cial materials are now safely archived and housed on 
the WBHS shelves in the library’s History Room, along 
with many other West Bath archival materials.  This 
historical treasure trove is available to the public for 
examination.  

According to Mary Kate Wasnick, History Room man-
ager, “We are so excited to be entering our 20th year 
of the Town History Series in 2024. This is my third 
year working on the series, and each has taught me 
so much about our towns. It has been an honor to 
take on this historic program and understand just 
how important it is to the community. I’m grateful to 
all the History Room staff  before me who made this 
program what it is today, especially Town History Se-
ries founder Peter Goodwin.”

The dates and topics for the 2024 series include:

Sat January 20, 10:30 AM:   BATH
Alice May Douglas, A Woman of Her Century by Ellen 
Endter
Sat January 27, 10:30 AM: WOOLWICH
Horses, Milkmen, and Smoke-Eaters: Strolling the 
Streets of Old Day’s Ferry by Amanda Montgomery 
Martin and Allison Hepler
Sat February 3, 10:30 AM: GEORGETOWN    
TBD
Sat February 10, 10:30 AM: ARROWSIC
Arrowsic Cemeteries by Denise Parker
Sat February 17, 10:30 AM: WEST BATH
The New Meadows Inn Through the Years by 
Liz Armstrong

Saturday, Dec 16.  The Patten 
Free Library will once again host 
Starry Night,  a luminary walk 
in Library Park. From 4-7 p.m. 
bundle up to enjoy this annual 

Raye, the former editor of the Coastal Journal, 
shared this recipe with us.  Her son Angus went to 
the West Bath School, and was a reader at our An-
nual Christmas Service a few years back.  

RAYE SHELLEY’S HOLIDAY 
APPLE SPRICE SQUARES

Ingredients:
1.5 sticks of unsalted butter, softened
1 + cups  (I don’t like these too sweet) sugar
2 eggs     tbsp. ++ dark rum
2 cups flour mixed with:1 tsp each, baking powder 
& soda., and a pinch of salt
Good amount of cinnamon, ginger, a dash all -spice 
and cloves, 
4 large apples, peeled, cored, and chopped fine
½ cup chopped walnuts (optional) 

EX-LIBRIS

outdoor celebration of light, featuring candlelit 
pathways, baked goods, and a space for the com-
munity to gather. 
  
On the same Saturday evening, new this year, is 
A Night at the Patten, a special ticketed event in-
side the library from 5-7:30 p.m. For $25, patrons 
can enjoy an indoor luminary walk, Tiny Art Auc-
tion, appetizers, drinks, and music by Jud Caswell.  
Tickets can be purchased at the door or ahead of 
time , on line, at https://bit.ly/nightatpatten. Chil-
dren under 12 are free. 
  
The Tiny Art Auction will be on display from Dec 
16-31.  All pieces are 3x3 canvases, courtesy of lo-
cal artists, and will be auctioned off to benefit the 
library.  For more information and to view the on-
line auction visit patten.lib.me.us. 

n

ERNIE STALLWORTH: A WEST BATH STALWART! Con’t
After graduating with a degree in Industrial Man-
agement, Ernie worked for the Charlotte newspaper 
covering the city. He was given the opportunity to 
travel to Russia with a group of young political writ-
ers in the mid-60’s. Ernie first came to Maine when 
he was recruited to be a reporter for the Bath Bruns-
wick Times Record. Several years later he moved to 
the “big city” of Portland to become Chief Political 
Writer for the Portland Press Herald. This experience 
guided his active involvement in politics later in life. 
From political reporting, he later became a sports-
writer, with his dream job covering the New England 
Patriots, Celtics and the Red Sox. 

In the late 80’s, Ernie gradually transitioned to his 
second and final career, starting a business with 
Primerica Financial Services as a Financial Advi-
sor. He built a large and thriving Primerica team in 
Maine traveling around the state to meet one-on-one 
with clients. Ernie’s journalism skills never left him 
as he met with new clients and learned about their 
dreams. He then used his skilled financial guidance 
to help fulfill those dreams. In 2019 when Ernie re-
tired, he sold the business to his brother Robert to 
ensure that his clients received the same level of 
service and care. 

Ernie’s passion was always sports, even into the 
years when his memory was failing. Ask him about a 
Red Sox game from two months before, and he could 
relate, in detailed chapter and verse, what player 
made a great play and in which inning! but his  #1 
team was the Patriots always and forever. In his last 
days he still recognized the artwork his granddaugh-
ter created in the likeness of Tom Brady.

Ernie’s wife Judy sang with the First Parish Church 
Choir and Ernie enjoyed traveling with them (as offi-
cial photographer!) as they performed in various Eu-
ropean and South American countries.  He and Judy 
were also avid bridge players and enjoyed playing 
often with their friends.  He was involved in helping 
to fund raise for the preservation of the West Bath 
Meeting House in the early years of the West Bath 
Historical Society, where Judy was a Board Member. 

And he was a jolly fixture at WBHS annual Christ-
mas services, when he would read a passage from 
his mother’s old bible, wearing a jaunty bow tie and 
bright red diner jacket!

Ernie was preceded in death by his mother Clau-
dia McChesney and his father Fred R. Stallworth. 
In ad-dition to his wife of 39 years, Judith (Judy) 
Sayre Stallworth, he is survived by his younger  
brother Robert F. Stallworth (& his wife Marie); his 
stepdaughter Lynn Smith Kuttruff (& her husband 
George); his stepson,  Harding Lee Smith (& his wife 
Sarah); grandchildren Abigail and Aaron Kuttruff, 
Dylan Carofano, and Griffin Lee Smith; great-grand-
children Emma and Gavin Kelso, and his brother-
in-law Richard Sayre (& his wife Pam). He also has 
many adoring nieces and nephews. 

Ernie’s family would like to thank the caring pro-
viders at Aging Excellence for their incredible care 
over the last nearly four years, as well as the numer-
ous caring friends and neighbors in their small and 
beautiful neighborhood of Shoal Cove on the ocean.

A service was held on June 19th at First Parish 
Church where Ernie served as a Deacon and loyal 
parishioner for many years.  An endowment in Er-
nie’s memory has been set up for the YMCA Free-
dom tour, and donations can be sent to the Bath 
YMCA, marked “Stallworth Family Endowment” or 
online, bathymca.org. 

The family also shared, below, a poem of hope that 
Ernie wrote in the 1980’s:  

A Morning Prayer

Come walk with me into the sun
Leave behind all the shattered fragments of other 

beginnings
The path leads everywhere and nowhere. 

Its way is blocked by flowers, Littered with stones, 
The secret is in the selection 

Choose with me to walk in the sunlight
Smell the good earth, Hear the crashing waves,

Feel the beauty of God’s world
Choose with me to serve another
For in giving pleasure we receive

In seeking nothing, we gain everything
In walking we will gather friends  

As we gather flowers. 
If one is lost, we will grieve together

Come walk with me into the sun
We are both going this way

We might as well hold hands.


