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Town Hall will be closed Monday, May 29th for
Memorial Day.

The Annual Town Budget Meeting will be held
Tuesday, May 30th at 6:00 pm at the West Bath
Elementary School. If you would like to receive
notifications of upcoming meetings (via email)
contact the Town Clerk at townclerk@westbath.
org or call 443-4342.

The Annual Report is now available at Town
Hall and online at www.westbath.org.

ATV and Boat registrations for 2017 are now
available at Town Hall, and re-registration for
West Bath may be done online at www.maine.
gov/ifw/

On Monday, June 30th the Town Office will be
closed at noon for end of Fiscal Year processing.

30 day notices for 2016 outstanding taxes will
be mailed July 1st before liens are filed. For more
information contact the Tax Collector at taxcol-
lector@westbath.org

-Karly Perry, Town Clerk/Registrar/Deputy Tax Collector
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OLD BIRCH POINT TURNS 100

July 29, 2017 will mark the Centennial for Birch
Point Village, for many years a summer haven for
Bath residents, now a year round community of over
50 houses.

Celebration plans are in the works. Stay tuned.
Meanwhile, here is one of the many historical photos
that will be on display at the event. This one shows

the Birch Point “Rangers” doing a crazy kid magic
trick years ago!
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EXPLORING
MAINE BY FOOT ..

For the past six years, Rebecca
Goldfine of West Bath has been
building a very special online
guide to Maine’s hiking and walk-
ing trails. She decided early on
that because the internet is so
open and easy to use, she should
use the web as her publishing
platform.

She started her quest in the %
Midcoast region, in Brunswick, B
Phippsburg, Bath and nearby areas, gradually work-
ing her way farther afield, discovering for herself pub-
lic trails to hike and photograph.

For her “day job”, she is a PR professional in Bow-
doin College’s communications office, so both her
computer savvy and writing skills are brought to bear
on the creation of her Maine trails project.

Almost every weekend, she heads out with a GPS, her
iPhone (to photo-document her walks) and sometimes
a borrowed dog, updating her site with every new trail
she logs. By now she has documented 415 walks and
counting, from as far south as Ogunquit to Lubec way
down east. She has also traversed parts
of Baxter State Park, where she skied the wonderful
free cross-country trails in Millinocket, all groomed
and maintained by local volunteers.

Rebecca’s goal for her ambitious project is to make
it easier for local people to find interesting trails near
their homes and for tourists to explore the areas they
may plan to visit. For example, visitors to the Portland
area can check out Rebecca’s website,
mainebyfoot.com and find an interesting hike, such as
the Fore River Sanctuary. From there, they can

For her talk at our annual meeting, she
will divide her hikes into various catego-
ries. There are restorative and transforma-
tional walks (where you leave the ordinary
behind), such as Spirit Pond in Phipps-
burg, Westport Island’s Bonyun Preserve,
Arrowsic’s Bald Point and Squirrel Light-
house and the Cathance River Preserve
in Topsham. Or there are seaside walks.
She rates the La Verna Preserve in Bris-
tol as the best, as well as, of course, Morse
Mountain and Seawall Beach and Reid
State Park. And there are “woodsy” walks,
like the pitch pine forests of the Sprague
Pond and Ridgewell Preserves in Phipps-
burg. She also has hiked relatively easy
hilly areas, which she calls “bumps” rath-
er than mountains. For instance: Higgins
Mountain in Georgetown; Wilbur Preserve
at Cox Head in Phippsburg or the Cliff Walk
in Harpswell. She is not going for Appala-
chian Trail challenges; that, she leaves to
the serious climbers!
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¥ In West Bath, she advises that you
can find trails to woodland ponds,
small falls, and quiet tidal coves. The
| trails range from the well-mapped and
well-maintained Audubon network at
Hamilton Sanctuary to some great,
albeit rougher, snowmobile routes
' and old forest roads.
' Rebecca has given several talks to
. outdoor organizations, such as MOAC
Maine Outdoor Adventure Club), )
' where she discusses Maine’s conversation values the joys of mapmaklng
and the wonderful ways in which the internet is making it possible for
! people to appreciate the natural areas around them, all accessible to the
public. We look forward to her talk at the Old West Bath Meeting House on
J une 21st. ,
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MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES! COME JOIN THE WEST BATH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

While we have a healthy membership roster, we are always looking for more good men and women to join
our merry band. For a mere ten bucks a year, (or more if you are so inclined to be generous), you can be a
card carrying member, and become as involved as you wish.

There are lots of things you can do: Participate in our clean up days around our two historical buildings - the
Littlefield School and the Old West Bath Meeting House. Be a reader at our annual Community Service or
just come and sing along with us. Be a docent at our Open House events. Contribute old photos or memo-
ries of West Bath to our extensive archives. Or you can just enjoy our regular historical newsletter which
is mailed to our whole membership, currently about 140 strong. For that matter, you could help with the
newsletter too.

The West Bath Historical Society was incorporated in March 2000 “to determine, preserve, and promote the
history of the town of West Bath and to serve as a resource for the West Bath School.” Since then, the WBHS
has provided a forum for those interested in preserving historic buildings and sites, a source and collection
point for historic information and research, and a conduit to state historic and preservation information.
Members of WBHS are involved in the documentation, preservation, and protection of West Bath’s historical
resources. For example, the Society has an agreement with the Patten Free Library, whereby our archives
are available in the History Room to make them more accessible to researchers. Additional resources will be
added as time allows.

West Bath, like most towns, has seen many changes over the years. The old New Meadows Inn, the Grand
View House, the Hotel Birchwood, and the Rock Hill Inn are all gone. The Christ’s Chapel that once stood
near Trufant’s Crossing was taken down and moved to Bath around 1919.

Two historic buildings have been saved by the efforts of the WBHS: First, the Old West Bath Meeting House
(formerly the West Bath Methodist Episcopal Church), built ca. 1839, has been fully restored and is open to
the public for weddings, art shows, lectures, meetings, and other social functions. It is also home to an an-
nual Christmas Service hosted by the West Bath Historical Society.

Second, The Littlefield School, built in 1853, one of the last remaining one-room schoolhouses in Maine
which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, was also saved. It was headed for demolition, but
through the hard work of members of WBHS in collaboration with the Town of West Bath, a Federal CBDG
grant was awarded to restore the school. Additionally, a large private donation and fundraising efforts made
it possible to complete the restoration of the schoolhouse.

The West Bath Historical Society brings together people interested in the history of West Bath. They may
be intrigued by the patterns of stone walls, anxious to hear and record oral history of what our elders re-
member of times past, or curious about gravestones. Others might be moved by experiencing a celebration
in the simple 18th century Meeting House or by students enjoying a field trip to the Littlefield School. If you
are interested in any of our goals, please become a member, or make a donation in order to help preserve
West Bath’s past.

Audrey N. Tinkham, 94, of West Bath died Jan 30 at Mid Coast
Hospital. She was born in New Gloucester in 1922, a daughter
of John and Ivy (Edwards) Nelson. She graduated from Bliss
Business College in Lewiston and received her B.S. in Education
from UMaine Orono. In 1944, while at Bliss, she married Clif-
ford Tinkham, whom she met while at Bliss. She was a teacher
for many years, including Morse High, from which she retired

in 1983. Audrey was predeceased by her husband in 2004, one
son, John Tinkham in 1991, and her sister Estelle Thompson.
She is survived by her daughter Patricia Taggart & her hus-
band, Walter of West Bath, as well as a son, two sisters, three
grandchildren; four great grandchildren and several nieces and
nephews.

Albert J. White Jr., 80, of West Bath, passed unexpectedly on
Dec 16. He was born in Bath, the son of Albert Sr. and Hazel
(Brisette) White. He graduated from Morse High in 1955 where
he was a member of the National Honor Society and played on
the football team. After graduation he went into the apprentice
program at BIW, and in 1956 he married the former Jean Pet-
tingill. He then attended Maine Military Academy, graduating in
1959 as 2nd Lt. He attended Army Officer Basic at Fort Knox,
and then flight school in Alabama, in 1960, After finishing he-
licopter training, he went to work for the Maine Army National
Guard for 25 years, then as Flight Activity Commander, retiring
in 1989.

He received many military awards during his career, and in
1994 was named Brigadier General in Maine. Albert’s survi-
vors include his wife of 60 years; four sons; four grandsons, two
granddaughters, including Sunny White of West Bath; two great
grandsons; two sisters, including Edna & her husband Patrick
McTeague of West Bath, and many other relatives.

Ira “Buz” Parry, 81, died in his home in North Berwick on March
8 following a short illness. Buz was educated in Baltimore and
graduated from the US Naval Academy in 1960, marrying Mary
Jane Whitehurst in Bath two weeks later. After a distinguished
military career, which took them to many ports, the couple re-
tired to Bath, where he joined BIW, contributing his technical
expertise to the AEGIS program.

Following his final “retirement”, Buz channeled his energies into
many community volunteer opportunities, including coaching
the first lacrosse club for Morse High. The Parry family had a
home on Birch Point for many years.

Emily E. Allen, 43, of West Bath passed away March 11 at
Maine Medical Center. She was born in Brunswick in 1973, a
daughter of Willis and Glenis Allen. She graduated from Morse
High in 1992 and then from Hesser College with a degree in ac-
counting and business. She was employed most recently at the
Best Western Hotel in Freeport. Emily was a member of Grace
Episcopal Church in Bath; the Girl Scout’s, and the Maine ro-
mance Writers of America. Her passion was writing and working
to become an author. Among her survivors is her mother and
stepfather, Glennis & Wayne Elliott of West Bath.

Hazel M. Guyler, 94, of Port Charlotte, FL and West Bath, died
unexpectedly following fall on March 27. She was born in Dan-
ville, PA, earning a M.Ed and CAGS at UMaine, Orono, and did
advanced research at Syracuse University and the U of Hawaii.
She married her high school sweetheart, Charles Guyler in
1943, who was a combat B-17 pilot. After completing his mis-
sions in England with the 8th Air Force, he returned to the US
and the couple enjoyed military life for many years, moving to
Topsham for his last assignment. She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Sherry G. Watson of West Bath; four grandchildren; 8 great
grandchildren, and three great great grandchildren.

Hannah M. Vigue, 102, of Brunswick
passed away Jan 18 at her home with
her family. Among her survivors is a
grandchild, Timothy J. Vigue & his
wife Debbie of West Bath.

Harold E. Merrill, 58, of Woolwich,
passed away Feb 14 at his home.
Among his survivors, is his sister, Terri
L. Streevey of West Bath, to whom he
was a hero.

Marie E. Lary, 86, of Cape Elizabeth,
died Feb 19 at South Portland Nurs-
ing Home. The daughter of Herbert
and Laura (Durant) White, she grew
up in West Bath and graduated from
Morse High in 1948. She was a talented
seamstress, enjoyed knitting, reading,
camping and always cherished fam-
ily reunions at the Farm in West Bath.
Among her survivors is her sister Eve-
lyn Desmond of West Bath.

Justin Doran, 34, of Hunting Beach,
CA, died March 1. Among his survivors
is his paternal grandmother, Ellen San-
born of West Bath.

Doris E. Roye, 77, of Topsham, died
March 25 at her home. Among her sur-
vivors is her daughter, Dorinda Roye,
and one of her 4 grandchildren, Amber
Herzog & her husband Derek, all of
West Bath.

Kathleen S. Plummer, 90, died
Jan 19. Among her survivors is her
daughter, Glenda Lamarre & her
husband Peter of West Bath.

John Lewis Gilliam, 55, of Harpswell,
died Jan 9, 2017. Among his survi-
vors is his beloved stepmother, Joyce
Doyle, of West Bath.

Patricia Booker Dudley, 92, died April
13 at Hawthorne House. “Patty” was
born in 1924 and spent her early years
in West Bath, attending Grange, and
was a member of the Rainbow Girls.
She graduated from Morse High in
1945, married Sidney Dudley in 1952
and moved to Bath. Among her many
survivors is her grandchild Trent Vel-
lella, his wife Grace & their daughter
Sidney of West Bath.

Rita M. Bennett, 88, of Bath, passed
away at home on April 15, surrounded
by her family. Nothing gave her more
pleasure than being with her grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren at Quaker
Point in West Bath. Among those who
predeceased her was a very special son-
in-law, David “Beav” Bourget. Among
her survivors: a son, Tom Bennett, and
a daughter, Patty Bennett Bourget,
both of West Bath.
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Crossing the Bar
Continued

Philmore A. Gilliam, 86, of
Phippsburg passed peacefully on
Oct 31 at Hawthorne House in
Freeport. Among his survivors is
a son, Joseph Gilliam & his wife
Shannon of West Bath.

Tiffany Barter-Ahearn, 30 of
Tennessee, died Oct 31, as a re-
sult of a car accident. Among
her survivors is her grandfather,
Robert Barter of West Bath.

Colin Niles Quinn, infant, of
West Bath, passed away on
Nov.10, leaving behind his par-
ents, Jaclyn & Niles Quinn; 7
brothers and 2 sisters; his grand-
parents, aunts and uncles and
many other relatives.

Joanne D. Russell, 37, died
Nov 6 at Maine Medical Center.
Among her survivors is a brother,
Samuel C. Russell II & his wife
Cathy, of West Bath.

Roxanne L. Lawley, 64, of West
Bath, died Nov 17. She was born
in Bath in 1952. She worked
for 21 years at Bath Iron Works,
and was a true Mainer who loved
everything but the cold winters,
when she would dream of being
a snowbird. She was an associ-
ate Pastor at Heaven Sent Holi-
ness Church. She is survived by
her husband, Kevin Lawley of
27 years; a daughter, son, and
stepson; her sister, brother Ever-
ett Mitchell & his wife Cindy of
West Bath, and many grandchil-
dren, a great grandson and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Leverett “Tink” Mitchell, 68, a
lifelong resident of Bath, passed
away Dec 30 at Mid Coast Hos-
pital. Among his survivors is his
daughter Heidi Barber, and his
brother Sherman Mitchell Jr. &
his wife Becky, of West Bath.

Marilyn D. Wright, 88, passed
away Jan 14 at Horizons Living
Center in Brunswick. Among her
survivors is her daughter Pamela
Ward & her husband James of
West Bath.

Kadhar B. Bailey, 25, of Gardiner
died suddenly on Feb 19. Among
his survivors are his grandpar-
ents, including Robert Barter of
West Bath.

ofe Birch Point -f.u

Pamela J. Lewis, 72, of Berry’s Mill Road, died Jan 10 at her home.
Born in Boothbay Harbor in 1944, she was the daughter of Gordon and
Priscilla (Smith) Lewis. She graduated from Morse High, raised her chil-
dren and was employed at BIW in the maintenance department, retiring
in 2013. She loved the outdoors, watching movies and her music, and
was a member of the Bath Elks and American Legion Auxiliary. She is
survived by a son, a daughter, four brothers, two grandchildren and two
great grandchildren.

John Knowlton Butts, 92, died Jan 30 in Augusta. He was born in
Concord, NH, the son of Grace (Knowlton) and Otto Almon Butts. He
graduated from Concord High School and served in the Army Air Force
in World War 1II, attaining the rank of second lieutenant. He flew more
than 20 missions over Germany in early 1945, serving as a B-24 naviga-
tor in 492nd Bomb Group (“Carpetbaggers”) of the 8th Army Air Force.
After the war, he graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
Troy, NY on the GI Bill with a degree in civil engineering. He worked for
the Maine Department of Transportation for nearly 40 years, and after
retiring, served as executive secretary for the Maine State Board of Li-
censure for Professional Engineers.

John was devoted to his family and loved to spend summers at the
family cottage at Birch Point in West Bath for many decades. He was a
volunteer for the Boy Scouts, Augusta South Little League, Unitarian-
Universalist Community Church in Augusta and a long-time member of
the Maine Historical Society and Maine Genealogical Society.

He and his wife did exhaustive research and produced a history of their
beloved Birch Point called Birchwood Chips, Life and Times at Birch
Point, West Bath, Maine, which will be on display at the Birch Point
Centennial celebration this July (see page 4)

John leaves behind his wife of 65 years, Ruth (Williams) Butts. He is
predeceased by his sister, Caroline Butts Dodge of Newburyport, Mass.
He is also survived by his three sons; six grandchildren; three nephews,
and their children.

Brian Fitzgerald, 57, of West Bath, passed away peacefully at Maine
Medical Center on April 11, with his son, Codi, by his side. He was
born in Bath in 1950 to Eunice and Wilson Fitzgerald and was raised
in West Bath. He spent much of his early years in the navy, including
service during the Vietnam War where he was awarded the National
Defense Service Medal. After leaving the Navy, he spent time travel-
ing abroad and settled in Arizona before returning to Maine, where he
worked at BIW in the Engineering department. After that he worked in
carpentry, and was an avid outdoorsman. In addition to his son, Brian
is survived by two brothers from West Bath; nieces and nephews, and
many friends that he knew throughout his life.

[Ed Note: Dana W. Small passed in May, too late for publication, and will
be memorialized in our next newsletter]
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WBHS TO HOLD OPEN HOUSE
FOR HISTORIC LITTLEFIELD
SCHOOL, SUNDAY MAY 28

We will hold an Open House at the Littlefield School
on Sunday May 28, from 11 am to 3 pm, as part
of the Bath area Memorial Day celebrations. This
event is free and open to everyone. Simple refresh-
ments will be served.

One of the few remaining one-room school houses
in the mid coast Maine area, the Littlefield School
was restored through efforts of the West Bath His-
torical Society and community members. Built in
1853 and fully restored in 2010, it was named
to the National Trust’s list of historic places, and
its restoration has won several awards, including
the prestigious Maine Preservation Award for out-
standing preservation.

Last summer, the school was open for casual
tours and as a gift shop, hosted by Jennifer Ca-
valli, whose father Ivon Boyer is on the Board of
the WBHS. The school was home to mostly Maine-
made arts and crafts, all tastefully displayed with-
in the school space. More than 400 people visit-
ed in the 64 days the school was opened. They
came from as close as West Bath to the far reaches
of the U.S. and abroad. During the 64 days the
school was open, Jennifer wore both her “sales”
and her “docent” hats. Everyone who came in to
the school was asked to sign the guest book and to
make comments. A frequent notation was that the
visitor’s grandfather, or mother had attended the
school back in the day (it was closed to students in
1949),and that “I'm so glad for the opportunity to
see it open, as living history.”

“This Open House should be a nice way to keep
the Littlefield School in peoples’ minds as a valu-
able historic space and, we hope, show new people
what this wonderful school was like ~handsomely
preserved in West Bath,” says Amy Wesson, West
Bath Historical Society president. “Please come
and bring your families.”

There will be docents on hand to answer questions
and provide printed information and tours. For
more information, please call Amy Wesson, WBHS
President at 389-4498.

BIRCH POINT CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION: JULY 29

Birch Point Village, which for many years has been
a summer haven for Bath residents, now has a year
round community of over 50 houses. July 29 will
mark its 100th year of incorporation and Centennial
plans are under way.

A committee has been formed to organize a celebra-
tion that will be fun for everyone in the Birch Point
community and beyond. For years, Birch Point has
traditionally held a 4th of July parade that has al-
ways been wacky and hilarious for kids and adults
alike. The thought is to do something similar, but de-
tails of the day’s events are still being worked out.
For sure, there will be a History of the Birch Point
Community, with many old photos on display. Any-
one who has any memorabilia to share, or has any
questions or suggestions, is encouraged to contact
James Drake (207-443-2117) jdbirchpt@yahoo.
com).

CHANNEL -
BUOVYS

BIRTHS

Evelyn Elizabeth Coffin, -

born Feb 21 to Darryl Richard Cofﬁn Jr. & Lauren Elizabeth
Quimby of Bath.

Her great-grandparents include Al & Gladys Coffin of West
Bath.

WEST BATH STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Hannah Bonine & Molly Maurer —Dean’s List, fall 2016 semes-
ter at UMaine, Farmington.

Holly C. Giannelli - Dean’s List Honors, fall 2016 semester at
Central Maine Community College

| LITTLEFIELD
SCHOOL I

\ MILL COVE DISTRICT NO.3

RESTOREDZW

1853

LITTLEFIELD SCHOOL SIGN GETS A FACE LIFT!

Our lovely wooden sign at the Littlefield School, marking its historical status
and restoration date, was donated to us by Dr. Charlie Burden back in 2002
after we had restored the school. It has been standing through rain, sleet, snow
| and sun dutifully for all those years. By last fall, however, weather had taken it{
| toll. The top lintel was pretty much rotted through, and the sign,
pictured above, sat rather forlornly, waiting repair!
Dean Batterman, who has helped us many times with his artisan carpentry
volunteered to craft a new top. Here is his account of the repair:
“The sign was in woeful shape, after only 15 years on the job. Pete [Guild — for-
mer WBHS treasurer and all-around fixer] asked if I could do this job and then
he left for Arizona. The project did not take too much work - I only replaced
the top horizontal member of the sign which had decayed. It took a long time
though, because I first bought a 4 x 4 post pressure treated post. They are very
wet when you buy them, so I let it dry out for about 6 weeks in my shop so that
I would be able to paint it when finished. The only other complication was that
when Pete assembled the original sign, he used epoxy to hold the joint. I had tqg
saw apart the joints and chisel the wood and epoxy away from the tenon joint so
that I could assemble the new member.
It looks pretty nice now - I hope it lasts a while.”

Thanks, Dean!
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THE GREAT STONE WALL OF
WEST BATH: AN UPDATE!

In the last issue of Middle Ground we told the
story of Jerry Gratham building a massive 300
foot stone wall to line the driveway of his prop-
erty off Campbell’s Pond Road. The stones were
all from the foundation and under the chimney
of the original 250+ years old center cape farm-
house, where his wife Kleo Pecci grew up. The
house, well beyond its useful life, was torn down
in 2009.

Jerry’s idea for the new wall came from a desire
to use those stones in an attractive landscape.
He didn’t start out with a grand master plan. He
just had a big pile of stones in his side yard, and
decided to put them to use.

Despite working mostly alone, and doing it all by
hand over more than two years, the end result
is a gorgeous stone wall. It has, Jerry admits,
a few structural drawbacks, not evident to the
amateur eye, but not enough, he decided, to war-
rant the backbreaking task of digging and filling
a long trench before laying the stones. Besides,
the worst result from not following the book is
not that bad: “It just means that the wall gets hit
with frost heaves, so I have to re-straighten the
stones every spring!

Now spring is here, and fixing those wayward
stones is exactly what Jerry is doing. He has
some heavy lifting help from his son-in-law Chad
McGraw, who was also pretty much his only help
in building the wall in the first place. Here they

are, shouldering those big rocks back in place.

L COOK'S KORNER

With spring finally arriving, the produce in our local Farmer’s Markets is beginning to
appear, and not a moment too soon. Here are some easy ideas for side dishes that use
local beets and young potatoes, wrapped and cooked in foil, along with a marinated garlic
/ pork roast — all cooked together on grill to make a fresh and delicious spring meal. And

- what could be simpler for a _fruitful finish that a big bowl of Maine strawberries with vanilla
whipped cream!

Beets in foil
3 to 4 large heirloom beets, peeled and sliced thin.

Spring 2017 THE MIDDLE GCROUND - 5

CROSSING THE BAR =

= Ruth E. Hennessey, 97, after years
of love, laughter, hard work, generos-
ity and faith, journeyed to the Spirit World
on Jan 15. She died of old age at her
home on Hennessey Point in West Bath.
Born in Bath, she was the daughter of Wal-
= ter True Brown and Madelyn Hunt Brown
. and lived most of her life at the Brown’s
saltwater farm in West Bath. Dedicated to
: her family, Ruth participated in community
life as a member of the West Bath Grange

- and PTA, the Choral Arts Society and the
Democratlc Party. She was an active member of the Bath
UCC Church. An excellent cook, she worked for many years
as the baker for the Bath Memorial Hospital food service.
In the summer, Ruth lived by the tide. She always made
time to take the kids swimming and she herself swam in
Mill Cove daily until she was 95. In winter, she sledded and
skated with her children and, in turn, her grandchildren.
She enjoyed shoveling snow off her deck until her 96th year.
Ruth was predeceased by her husband William J. Hennessey
Sr., a daughter, Ruth, who died in childhood, and by all 6 of her
brothers and sisters. She leaves nine children and their spous-
es: William Jr. (Janet), Rita Losee, Richard (Susan Faraji),
Madelyn, Sarah, James (Mary), Michael (Juanita Wilson),
David (Joyce) and Gerald (Joanne Hall). She is also survived
by 22 grandchildren and 23 great grandchildren and a host of
beloved nieces and nephews who gather at the family
farm yearly.

Jane Bourget, 86 of the Plant Home, died March 4. Among those
who predeceased her was her son, David “Beav” Bourget, in
2015, who was an active West Bath selectman. Among her sur-
vivors is her daughter-in-law, Patty Bourget of West Bath.

*“/ Ruth Wilson Claxton, 95, of West
Bath, died peacefully in her sleep at
. her home on Sept 12, 2016. She was
born in 1921 in Harpswell to the late
Augustus Wilson and May Belle (Kenis-
ton) Wilson. She spent her childhood
growing up on the coast with family and
friends and loved rowing, swimming, hik-
ing snowshoeing, and birdwatching and
was a fine gardener. In 1950, she mar-
ried David Claxton of Ipswich, MA and
they bought a house in West Bath. De-
spite the many family moves to Ma and Ct
for work, they kept their beloved Maine
home and moved back in 1972. David
passed away in 1988. Ruth is survived
by her three daughters, Rebecca Eaton,
Ruth Ketvirtis and Sarah Farnsworth, 6
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren
and many nieces, nephew, cousins and
loved ones. A memorial service was held
at Elijah Kellogg Church in Harpswell,
where Ruth and David were married, in
October.

Ronald G. Belanger, 75, of Bath died
Oct 6. Among his survivors is his broth-
er Richard Belanger & his wife Linda of
West Bath.

Mae Emily McCabe, 88, of Bath died
Oct 14 at Mid Coast Hospital. She and
her family summered in Sabino for many
years. Among her survivors are her two
sons, James McCabe & his wife Peggy,
and Tim McCabe & his wife Betsy, from
West Bath. (Just as we were going to
press, we learned that Tim passed away.
His obituary will be in the next issue.)

zi Olive Boyd Guild, 75, known to her early friends in Maine as “Pokey”, passed away
April 10 at her home outside Houston, TX, following a painful and challenging
18-month ordeal with cancer. She leaves behind her life partner in marriage, Eliza-
beth “Liz” Eckenfels, of Houston and West Bath; her brother William Newell “Pete”
Guild of West Bath and Tucson, AZ; her niece Moriah Guild Adams & her children
Noah and Ethen of Oklahoma City, and her nephew, Britton Newell Guild & his
daughter Alli Brook Guild of Phippsburg and Edgecomb, Maine.

Pokey was born in Salem, MA in 1941 to Mary Newell and Eastham “Bud” Guild,
who were living in Marblehead at the time. In 1946, the family moved back to Bath,
Mary’s home town, where Pokey attended Bath schools. She completed high school

A few slices of Vidalia onion butter at House in the Pines, a boardlng school in Massachusetts. After graduating, she spent a brief time working in

Boston. She then joined the US Army and was stationed at Fort Lennard Wood in Missouri for her first tour, and
later, Fort Knox for her final tour as a dental technician.

After Army service, she moved to Tacoma, WA where she studied nursing and became an RN. In the late 70’s she
moved to San Antonio, TX as a nurse at Bexar County Hospital, and found her true love, Liz Eckenfels. In the
early 80’s the couple built their dream home on 14 acres in the Texas Hill Country.

As they aged, Pokey and Liz moved to the Houston area where Liz’s brother and sister were living, and built a
smaller home in The Woodlands. Pokey always loved her summers in Maine, and built a summer cottage for Liz
and herself on the family property at Birch Point, with much hands-on help from brother Pete. In August of 2013
they were married at their ocean-side property.

Pokey has a marker stone at the Oak Grove Cemetery in Bath alongside her grandparents, William S. “Pete” and
Caroline Moulton Newell; her parents, and her uncle John R. Newell. Her ashes will be located in the Boyd fam-
ily plot in the Mount Auburn Cemetery outside of Boston where relatives of the Charles Boyd family are resting,
including her grandmother, Olive Boyd Guild, a great aunt and great grandfather.

Liz, also an RN, was Pokey’s medical advocate and loving care giver since her cancer diagnosis in November of
2015. She will be having a memorial service for her Ollie (as she always called her) in Texas at some future date.

Potatoes and onions in foil

Scrub about 2 - 3 lbs small new potatoes and slice thin. Do not peel!

Peel and slice a medium onion.

Scatter the spuds and onions on a large sheet of heavy duty foil. Add generous amount of kosher
salt and fresh ground pepper. If your chives are up, chop up a handful and sprinkle on top. Dot
with the better part of a stick of butter, and wrap the package tightly, so nothing leaks out.

Do the same with the beets, (skip the chives) in a separate packet.

Avery’s Boneless grilled pork loin with garlic and rosemary

Meanwhile, marinate a whole boneless pork roast (about 4 pounds) in Y4 cup olive oil, chopped
garlic and fresh rosemary. Add lots of salt & pepper and let sit for an hour or two at room tem-
perature. Wipe the roast and place on grill with potato packet; place the beet packet on top shelf
— and grill on medium with the cover top down for half an hour. Open the top, turn the meat,
and continue cooking for another 15 minutes or so. (Note: the wider the potato packet, the more
the spuds will brown.)

Her brother Pete and his wife Sandy will also have a family memorial service for her later this summer in Maine.




