
Pictured: 

The cover of 
the Lowell 
School grad-
uation Sou-
venir Booklet 
for the class 
of 1898.  It 
was recently 
discovered, 
among other 
school 
memorabilia, 
in a stor-
age closet 
at the West 
Bath School 
and donated 
to the WB 
Historical 
Society for 
archival 
preservation. 
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HISTORY OF LOWELL 
SCHOOL
The West Bath Historical Society was recently contact-
ed by Emily Thompson, principal of West Bath School, 
about a file of photographs dating back to the 1920s 
containing pictures of several classes, sports teams, 
and more. It was found in a storage room while school 
staff  were cleaning out old cabinets. Mrs. Thompson 
has donated the file to WBHS archives for preserva-
tion. Several of the photographs date back to the Lowell 
School, District No. 1, 1898.

West Bath originally had three school districts and 
three schools. By 1844, when West Bath separated 
from Bath to become its own town, there were five 
districts including Winnegance. After Winnegance se-
ceded back to Bath a few years later, West Bath main-
tained four districts and schools:  District 1, White’s; 
District 2, Foster’s Point; District 3, Mill Cove, and 
District 4, Campbell’s Pond. White’s District was in the 
northwest area of town near the New Meadow’s River.

The West Bath Town Office welcomes Kristine Poland 
as Town Administrator. Kristine brings 14 years of mu-
nicipal government experience and lots of energy with 
her to West Bath.

Updates to the West Bath Comprehensive Plan are 
currently underway. If you have interest in adding your 
input, contact the Town Clerk at (207) 443-4342 to be 
appointed to the Comprehensive Plan Committee. 

2019 Dog Licenses are now available. Those who don’t 
renew their licenses by January 31st will be charged a 
$25 late fee in addition to license fees. Licensing and 
renewal can also be done online by following the link at 
www.westbath.org. 

2018 Snowmobile Registrations are now available. 
Snowmobile, ATV and Boat re-registrations for West 
Bath residents may now also be done online at: www.
maine.gov/ifw/

Please note: Unpaid 2016 property taxes will go to fore-
closure in February 2018. 

Meeting Notifications: Residents can stay informed 
on upcoming meetings/events by subscribing to weekly 
email notifications. Simply email townclerk@westbath.
org. You can “follow” Town of West Bath on our 
Facebook page as well!                                			
					             - Karly Perry
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However, after the two towns separated, the 
schoolhouse, located on North Bath Road, was 
actually on the wrong side of the town line by 
half a mile. It was first moved to just north of the 
present West Bath School. There was some upset 
that it was not centrally located in the district, so 
it was moved again to the area where the north-
bound ramp of Rte. 1 is today. 

David Trufant gave the Town land and the school 
sat in front of his house. Before too long  Trufant 
decided he was not happy with that, so in 1846 
he donated another lot closer to Trufant’s Cross-
ing, near the railroad tracks, where the West Bath 
Grange sits today. Over the next several years the 
school was moved back further from the road, 
turned around, and a new concrete foundation 
put under it. Land was purchased for a play-
ground, as well.

Each district owned its schoolhouse. The residents 
were responsible for holding district meetings and 
electing an agent whose duties included hiring a 
teacher and attending to any matter concerning 
the school. Early teachers were paid about $3 a 
week. Initially, families took turns boarding the 
teacher, and were expected to house the teacher 
for as many weeks as they had children attend-
ing the school. Later, that rule was done away 
with; the teacher was boarded at one place and 
the family housing them was paid $2 a week if the 
teacher went home for the weekend, or  $2.50 if 
they stayed all week.

Families were responsible for providing their 
students’ books. The Town didn’t start provid-
ing books until 1886. The schoolhouse consist-
ed of a hall at the front end of the building. 

To the right was a coatroom; to the left was the 
woodpile. 

There was a tank for drinking water located at 
the front of the room. The boys carried water 
from a house across the road.    

Con’t. 

West Bath Historical Society presents its 

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2018 at 7:00 pm 
 

OLD WEST BATH MEETING HOUSE 
 

680 Berry’s Mill Road, West Bath 
 

Service led by Rev. Stephanie Batterman 

Postcard from Kerry E. Nelson collection



Kristine Poland was appointed Town Ad-
ministrator for West Bath on October 22, 
replacing Adam Garland, who has become 
Richmond’s Town Administrator.  She 
lives in Bristol with her husband, Rick. 
She served the Bristol community as Town 
Administrator for 14 years, and continues 
to serve as a member of the Town’s Bud-
get Advisory Committee.  Kristine hails 
originally from Fresno, CA. but has been 
in Maine since 1987 and now considers 
Maine “home”.  Welcome Kristine!  She can 
be reached by phone at 443.4449, or via email 
at townadministrator@westbath.org.

	 By the early 1920s, enrollment had grown considerably  and discussions were started about re-
pairs, renovations, and possible additions. New regulations were in place and the current building did 
not meet lighting requirements, nor did it meet air standards per pupil. The toilet facilities were in poor 
condition and a corridor would have to be built to attach them to the school which would require chang-
ing one of the classroom walls. It was decided that the best solution was to build a new school on part of 
the existing foundation. The old building was sold to Joseph W. Larrabee for $50 and was moved down 
the road and used as a home. It was later moved once more and became part of the Rock Hill Inn where 
Larrabee put on clambakes.
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HISTORY OF LOWELL SCHOOL 
	 There was a large slate blackboard at the front of the room and smaller wooden ones painted 
black along the side walls. A wood-burning stove sat at the front and the stove pipe, which ran across the 
length of the room to the chimney, gave off the necessary heat.

	 In 1901 or 1902, it was decided to rename the various Town schools. The District No.1 School 
was renamed Lowell School in honor of James Russell Lowell, the American poet. Enrollment was so low 
at that time that it was feared that the school would have to close. Instead, the Foster Point School was 
closed, and those students were sent to Lowell School.

Mallory Paige Byrnes, born May 4, to Pat-
rick & Megan Ann (Crevier) Byrnes of Bath.  
Grandparents include Joe & Pam Brynes 
of Small Point (formerly West Bath).  

Helen Rose Sewall, born June 2 to Dany-
elle Layton & Zachary Sewall of West 
Bath. 

Madelaine Kate Liberman,  born June 5 
to Erin Elizabeth Connolly & Jonathan 
Richard Liberman of West Bath. 

Bristol Gilmore, born July 20 to Richard 
John & Rebecca Amelia (Kempf) Gilm-
ore of West Bath. 

Colton Samuel Russell, born June 29 to 
Felicia Russell (Hart) and Samuel Chester 
Russell IV, of Bath. His grandparents in-
clude  Samuel, III & Catherine Russell of 
West Bath.

Odin Oliver D’Arcangelo, born July 11 
to Ryan Scott Tinkham & Bianca Marie 
D’Arcangelo, of West Bath.

Joe Armstrong was named to the Dean’s 
List for the spring 2018 semester at the 
Rochester Institute of Technology.

Amelia Vinsel was named to the Dean’s 
List at the University of New Haven for 
the spring semester. 

Matthew Leclerc was named to the 
spring Dean’s List at Plymouth State 
University.

Claire Keating graduated from Fairfield 
University on May 20. 

Hannah Bonine & Riley Kirk were 
named to the spring 2018 Dean’s List at 
the University of Southern Maine. 

Brittany Smith & Melissa Whittaker 
were named to the spring 2018 Dean’s 
List at the University of Maine, Augusta. 
 
Molly Maurer was named to the spring 
2018 Dean’s List at the University of 
Maine, Farmington. Mix together until thoroughly blended: 

1/2 cup softened butter & 1/2 cup soft shortening
1 1/2 cups white sugar  2 eggs   1 tsp vanilla

Sift together: 
2 tsps. Cream of Tartar   1 tsp. baking soda   1/2 tsp. Salt
2 3/4 cups sifted white flour

Stir into wet ingredients to form a smooth dough: Chill dough 
until firm enough to handle and roll into teaspoon sized  balls. 
Roll each ball into a mixture of 2 tablespoons sugar and 2 tea-
spoons of cinnamon. Place on an ungreased baking sheet, allow-
ing room for spreading.

Bake in a pre-heated 350 degree oven until lightly browned 
(about  8-10 minutes). Remove to a cooling rack after a minute 
or so. These cookies puff up at first and then flatten out as they 
cool with a crinkle top.  Store in an airtight container.

World’s Best Holiday Pumpkin Pie Contributed by Avery Hunt

Sift 1 cup sugar   1 tbsp. corn starch   ½ tsp salt
¾ tsps. each (or a bit more, if you like your pie spicier) of  
cinnamon, ginger,  nutmeg.  

Whisk together: 
15 oz. tin of pumpkin puree
1.5 tsp melted butter    1/8 cup molasses      3 eggs  
1 tbsp. real maple syrup  
1 cup eggnog (preferably pumpkin), plus a dash of rum     

Mix dry ingredients & pumpkin mixture together.
In a separate bowl, whisk butter, eggs, molasses, eggnog, maple 
syrup, then pour into combined pumpkin mixture and whisk 
well.  Pour into unbaked pie shell. Cover crust edges with foil 
to prevent burning.  Bake 450 degrees for 15 minutes.  Reduce 
oven to 350 degrees and bake for 50 more minutes.   Cool on a 
baking rack. Serve with a dollop of ginger whipped cream.

n

The Littlefield School all dressed up with a Christmas wreath for the 2018 Season!

Meanwhile, $4000 was raised and appropriated and a building committee was created. The plan was to 
use the old foundation length for the width of the new building and expand from there. However, when 
bids came in, they were all more than the $4000 expected. The highest was $6000 and the lowest was 
$4284 given by Fred W. Larrabee. Plans were reworked to cut three feet from the length of the building, 
reduced the size of the basement, and remove an entrance porch. Larrabee’s new bid of $3699 was 
accepted. Con’t

Aunty Bessie’s Snickerdoodles Contributed by Betty Fitzjarrald 
[Also known locally as “New Meadows Inn” cookies & always a 
favorite at the community Christmas celebration.] 

n

n

n

MEET OUR NEW TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

We asked our WBHS Board members to share some of their holi-
day favorite receipts and here are just a few to enjoy. 
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Construction started in July 1923. There was a delay in getting some of the necessary materials, so the 
new school was not completed until September 29. As a gift to the Town, Fred Larrabee built a porch at 
the entryway using the original plans. A new coal furnace was installed in the basement, along with boys’ 
and girls’ bathrooms which replaced the old outhouses. School started on October 2. Teachers were paid 
$21 per week. Grades one through eight were taught at this school for 24 years. 

In 1947, the Town decided to send all its students to Bath. For the next few years, the building served as 
a meeting place for the West Bath Sewing Group; the West Bath Fire Department and its auxiliary, The 
Flames; and a men’s club. In 1955, Rev. Charles R. Sims, who had recently retired as pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in Bath, purchased the school to renovate into a home for him and his wife. When the new 
highway was built through West Bath, the former school building was picked up and moved one last time. 
It still stands as a private home just south, and across the road from, the current West Bath School. To say 
this little schoolhouse had a long and peripatetic history is an understatement!  Kerry Nelson & Avery Hunt
 

HISTORY OF LOWELL SCHOOL Con’t

Front row: 
Clayton Holden, Stanley Rose, Edward Larrabee, Irwin Whorff,  ?, Fred Brawn, ?
Second row: 
Edna Brawn, ?, Betty Rose (?), Stanley Brawn (?), ?, Harlan Booker, Emily Larrabee, Marguerite Donnell, 
Marian Rose (?)
Back row: 
Beatrice Dunning, Roger Holden, Hayden Rogers, Walter Larrabee,  Phyllis Curtis, Arthur Curtis, Edward 
Kenney, Albert Whorff,  Anstress Larrabee, Teacher: Mary Philpot

Please contact us if you can fill in the missing names. 
(All Lowell School photos; West Bath School collection unless specified)

 

LOWELL STUDENTS, CLASS OF 1924
 

James W. Hogan, 75, of West Bath, passed away peacefully on Aug 8 
at Mid Coast Hospital, surrounded by his loving family.  Jim was born 
in 1943 in Bath, the son of Forestine Gardner Bartos & Edward Hogan. 
After graduating from Morse High in 1961, he worked for Hyde Windless 
as an inspector of machine parts and then was employed by BIW for 33 
years.  He was predeceased by his mother, and stepfather Emil Bartos; 
his father and stepmother, Edward and Fay Hogan, and his younger 
brother Michael.  He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Sally; sons War-
ren & his wife Jackie Hogan, and James Hogan, as well as stepdaugh-
ters, grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.  

Geneva Alice Hewitt, age 98, of Bath passed away peacefully at her 
home on Aug 16, with family by her side. She and her late husband, 
Charles, had a cottage at Sabino for many years Among her survivors 
is a son, Stephen Hewitt & his wife Lisa of Dresden, formerly of West 
Bath, and her daughter, Carol Pinkam, formerly of Sabino.

Lillian M. Plant, 103, of Bath passed away peacefully at Hill House on 
Aug 27.  Among her survivors is nephew William C. Beers & his part-
ner, Larry; a niece, Suzanne Temple & her husband Bruce, and a great 
niece, Michelle Lewis, all of West Bath.  

Barbara Joyce Levasseur, 82, of Topsham, passed away peacefully on 
Aug 28 at Hawthorne House in Freeport.  Among her survivors is her 
daughter, Debbie Jackson of West Bath.  

Marian R. Perkins, 101, died peacefully on Sept 2 at The Lamp Memory 
Care Center in Lisbon.  She was born on Rosedale Farm, West Bath, in 
1917, the daughter of Fred J. & Ida Betty Lorensten Rose.  A 1936 
graduate of Morse High, she went on to pursue a career in nursing, 
with certifications in maternity, obstetrics, pediatrics and psychiatry. In 
1947, she married Harold S. Perkins who died in 1973. She retired in 
the early 50’s to become a stay-at-home mom. 

Marian enjoyed gardening and working at the Francisco Gardens in 
West Bath.  She volunteered at the West Bath Grange and UCC Church 
in Bath, and also taught Sunday school at the Winter Street Congrega-
tional Church.  In 1962 she was elected West Bath School PTA Presi-
dent.   She was well known for her knitting abilities, especially for family 
and friends at Christmas time. In later life, she took up tap dancing.  She 
is survived by two sons, Harold (Steve) & his wife Juliet, of West Bath 
and Richard S., of San Diego, CA.  

Glenn Murray, 82, of Bath and Middlebury, CT, died Sept 20 at Gosnell 
Memorial Hospice in Scarborough.  He is survived by three sons, among 
them Craig Murray & his wife Suzy of West Bath. 

Leon S. Schenk, 66, passed away on Sept 11 at his sister’s home in 
Topsham, with his family by his side after a battle with cancer.  Among 
is survivors his his son, Randall Schenk of West Bath.  

Bob Hurd, of West Bath, passed away Sept 21.  He was born in 1943 
in Wilton, Maine, a son of the late John & Yvonne Hurd.  He graduated 
from Brunswick High in 1961; the U of Maine in 1965, where he played 
football all four years and was a member of Sigma Chi Fraternity. 

Launy J. Fitzjarrald, 84, of 
Houghton Pond, West Bath, 
passed away peacefully at home 
on Sept 3, secluded in the quiet 
woods and nature that he en-
joyed so much.  He was born 
in Mackay, ID, and the family 
moved to Pocatello, where he 
lived until he left for the U of 
Idaho. There he received a de-
gree in electrical engineering 
and was a member of the Army 
ROTC, achieving the rank of first 
Lieutenant.  After graduating, 
he worked at Western Electric, 
and was assigned to Lincoln 
Labs at MIT in Boston, becom-
ing a member of an elite team 
trained to implement a new ra-
dar air defense system known 
as SAGE.   He later became a 
field engineer for the USAF Air 
Defense Command. 
 
In 1959, Launy married Eliza-
beth (Betty), and the couple 
enjoyed living in many places 
over the next 6 years, while 
he oversaw installation of the 
SAGE network.  He then ac-
cepted a job with the Navy in 
Bath, supervising shipbuilding 
at BIW, where he worked as a 
combat systems engineer for 32 
years, retiring in 1997. 
 
He loved the outdoors and 
spent many happy times with 
his family skiing, camping, fly 
fishing and traveling. He also 
enjoyed building and tinkering 
in his home workshop, work-
ing on a new project or fixing 
whatever needing to be fixed. In 
that role, he often stepped in to 
help maintain West Bath’s his-
toric Littlefield School for the 
WB Historical Society, of which 
Betty is an active member.  

In addition to his wife, Launy 
is survived by his daughter An-
drea & her husband, Jim Klass, 
of Hood River, OR, and his son 
Lance & his wife Kimberly, of 
White Salmon, WA, and four 
grandsons, among others.   

CROSSING THE BAR Con’t

Bob taught school in New Hampshire for seven years, and was a strong role model and inspiration to many 
football players, student employees and friends over the years.  He managed The Bill Dodge Auto Group for 
30 years before starting a marketing consultation business with his son, before retiring in 2008.  
He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Nancy; his son Michael & his wife Susan, and his daughter Stephanie 
Kirkpatrick & her partner, Chris “Fitzy” Fitzgerald.  He also leaves behind four grandchildren, his brother 
John & his wife Diane Hurd, a brother-in-law Bill Dodge, as well as several nieces and nephews. 



On Saturday, Feb 16, West Bath will participate once again in the 
Town History Series at the Patten Free Library.  This marks more 
than 11 years in a row that the WBHS has come up with a topic of 
interest, not just to West Bath, but to the whole library community. 

Our topic will be a history of all the many eateries and inns that 
flourished throughout West Bath in the past, complete with pic-
tures and stories. Then, for a long time, there were none! Just in 
the last few years, 3 new popular food destinations are once again 
flourishing in our town. 

Thanks to extensive research by Kerry Nelson, WBHS archivist ex-
traordinaire, the library audience will be treated to photos and sto-
ries that few have ever heard before.  The talk, presented by Avery 
Hunt, will be held on Saturday, Feb 16, at 10:30 am. Don’t miss it; 
you are in for a treat!

The holiday season is ‘a-coming in’, and once again, the West Bath Historical Society will be hosting our 
Annual Community Christmas Service and Carol Sing at the Old West Bath Meeting House on Tuesday, 
December 11 at 7 pm. This year’s ecumenical service will be led by The Rev. Deacon Stephanie Batterman, 
who will be telling part of the Christmas story from Mary’s point of view. Traditional carols will be sung, 
backed by Susie Knowles playing our historic pump organ, and there will be six readings by community 
members, including passages from the bible, poetry readings, a Buddhist prayer and a Native American 
prayer for peace.  

Come and embrace the holiday spirit, enjoy some spirited singing, and gather afterward for hot cider and 
assorted homemade sweets.  As part of our tradition of community service, we will donate the evening’s 
offering to a deserving local non-profit.  This year, all monies collected will be going to West Bath School’s 
recently created Food Pantry, which provides nutritious food to West Bath students and families for week-
end and after school use.
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Thomas C. O’Brien, 73, of Brunswick, passed away May 7, 
at the Freeport Nursing Home with his family by his side.  
Among his survivors is a daughter, Molly O’Brien of West 
Bath. 

Myron B. York, 62, of Bath, died May 19. Among his many 
survivors is his daughter, Brianne (his “Briannie-Bop”) York 
of West Bath.   

Andrew J. Holbrook, 29, of West Bath, died May 27 at his 
home on Hill Road.   He was born in Bath in 1989, a son 
of Kevin & Michelle (McLean) Holbrook.  He attended West 
Bath School and graduated from Morse High in 2007.  He 
was employed at BIW and on Aug 23, 2014, he married the 
love of his life, Amber L. Nadeau.  Andrew enjoyed hunt-
ing, metalworking, gardening, good music and was a master 
mechanic. He especially loved his baby, Aris.  In addition to 
his wife and daughter, he is survived by his parents, Kevin & 
Michelle Holbrook of Lowell, his brother, Zachary of Lincoln, 
his sister Kelsey, of Boothbay Harbor; his maternal grand-
parents, George & Bette McLean of West Bath, his father & 
mother-in-law, Brian & Becky Nadeau, of Bath; many aunts, 
uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews.  

Edward B. Murphy III, 86, of Brunswick, died peacefully on 
June 27, surrounded by his family.  Among his survivors is 
his daughter, Deirdra A. Murphy & her husband, Stephen 
Moriarty, of West Bath. 

Harry E. VanBuren Jr., 75, of West Bath, died peacefully 
on June 27, after a long bout with illness. He was the son 
of Gertrude (Leavitt) and Harry E. Van Buren Sr.  A veteran 
of the Army National Guard, he worked for the Bath School 
District for more than 20 years.  A devout Christian, Harry 
enjoyed singing Karaoke and playing guitar with his many 
friends. He was also an avid outdoorsman.  He was prede-
ceased by the love of his life Sandra Stevens; his brother 
George and his brother by heart, Leon (Sonny) Doyle.  He is 
survived by five children, five step children, and his sister, 
Rose.  

Josephine Jewett Underwood, 86, of Bath, passed away on 
July 24.  Among her survivors is a son, Todd & his wife 
Pamela, of West Bath. Con’t 

More than 30 civilians and Army brass were 
on hand to celebrate Albert’s achievements, 
including the Adjutant General of the State 
of Maine, Douglas Farnham and Robert Car-
michael, Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the 
Army. The event was televised, and one speak-
er praised his legacy saying, in part, “General 
Retired White, I should say, was instrumental 
in the development of aviation in Maine. He 
was there for many of the fundamental years, 
from helicopter aviation, fixed wing aviation 
and had a great impact on Maine.”
Carmichael added that …”He was an ex-
tremely affable man, a real gentleman, loved 
to laugh and he would be so appreciative of 
this tribute … It’s a lasting legacy that he left, 
and to be memorialized like this with a plaque 
on the wall is just a great tribute to his fam-
ily.”  A cake was provided at the ceremony, 
and there was an array of old photos for folks 
to remember and appreciate Colonel Albert 
White Jr.

The White Family moved to Foster’s Point 
Road in 1901 to an 1820s farm with over 110 
acres. The farm’s handsome old barn still 
stands, across the street from the property 
of Steve & Debbie Weiss.  Albert, who was 
well-known in the community, passed away 
on December 16, 2016, at the age of 80.  

ALBERT WHITE, A MAINE 
AVIATION INNOVATOR

HOW BRIGHAM COVE GOT ITS NAME: A BRIEF GENEALOGY OF 
THE BRIGHAM  FAMILY
This well-researched history of the Brigham family was provided to the WBHS by Barbara D. Mancini.  She 
is a native Californian, but has an interest in genealogy, and discovered a Maine connection in her family 
tree.  Much of her work comes from The History of the Brigham Family by W.I. Tyler Brigham, published 
in 1907.  Another source was FamilySearch.com.  She cautions. “I don’t know about its reliability when it 
comes to the really long lineages, because it is an interactive site. However, as it is a Mormon site and they 
are very serious about accuracy, I suspect they are good.” We thank Barbara for her efforts.  
• Thomas Brigham, emigrant [from England] to the colony of Massachusetts, “embarked on the [vessel] 
Susan and Ellen, in April, 1635, then aged 32.” He homesteaded in “Newtown”—3 mi. from Watertown 
(which became Cambridge in 1638) and married Mercie/Mercy (Hurd).  He died Dec 8, 1653.

• Thomas Brigham, Jr., born 1640?  Married Mary (Rice).

• Elnathan Brigham, born 1683.  Married Bethia (Ward) in 1705.

• Paul Brigham, born 1717(?) in Mansfield CT. Married Catherine (Turner) in 1741.

• Paul Brigham (Jr.?), born 1746, in Coventry CT. Married Lydia (Sawyer) in 1768. Paul served in the CT 
militia, which exempted him from further service when the Revolutionary War broke out. However, he 
served as a Captain in 1777, and was a Co-commander under George Washington.

• Thomas S. Brigham, born 1769. Married Polly (Dana). Thomas was a distinguished medical doctor. His 
wife, Polly, was the daughter of General James Dana, who commanded a company at the Battle of Bunker 
Hill, serving in the Revolutionary War for seven years. Thomas and Polly moved to Wayne (Kennebec Co.) 
ME  around 1809.

• James Dana Brigham, born 1806 in Norwich VT. Married (#1)Nancy (Raymond) of Harpswell ME. Son 
Simeon Brigham (and six other siblings).  Married (#2) Maria (Grant), of Bath ME in 1850 and had 5 more 
children. In 1861, James and Maria moved to West Bath and named the waterfront cove on their property, 
“Brigham Cove”.  He sold the property to his son Simeon in 1887.

ONCE AGAIN, OUR CHRISTMAS SERVICE!
In his obituary, which celebrated his life in 
the Spring 2017 issue of Middle Ground, his 
many accomplishments were cited. 
He was born in Bath, the son of Albert Sr. 
and Hazel (Brisette) White.  He graduated 
from Morse High in 1955 where he was a 
member of the National Honor Society and 
played on the football team.  After graduation 
he went into the apprentice program at BIW, 
and in 1956 he married the former Jean Pet-
tingill (who just passed away on November 
5th 2018). 

Albert then attended Maine Military Academy, 
graduating in 1959 as a Second Lieutenant. 
He went on to Army Officer Basic Training 
at Fort Knox, and then flight school in Fort 
Rucker, Alabama, in 1960. 

n

n

SAVE THE DATE! FEB 16 
Town History Talk Albert J. White, Jr., who lived for many 

years on Foster’s Point Road in West 
Bath, was a man of considerable fame 
in Maine aviation circles.   This past Au-
gust, Brig. General (Maine Air National 
Guard, Ret., who spent 33 years in the 
Maine National Guard, was honored at 
the Army Aviation Support Facility in 
Bangor (the site of the former Dow Air 
Force Base). A dedication ceremony was 
held on August 4 to name Hangar C after 
him, with a memorial plaque on the wall 
of the facility, and another presented to 
his family.  He was part of the team, as a 
leader and mentor to many aviators and 
soldiers who helped build the AASF to 
what it is today. Con’t

After finishing helicopter training, he went to work for the Maine Army National Guard 
for 25 years, and then served as Flight Activity Commander, retiring in 1989, when 
he moved back to West Bath.  He was also an expert marksman, having been taught 
by one of the Army’s best.  In his retirement, for several years he was an armed secu-
rity guard for Maine Yankee.  
He received many military awards during his career, and in 1994 was named honor-
ary Brigadier General for Maine.  

Albert’s survivors include his  four sons – Michael and his wife Nancy of Lake Dallas, 
TX;  Mark and his partner Rod of State Line, NE; Terry and his wife Melissa of Her-
mon, ME, and Russell and his partner Velvet Brown, of Bangor – all of whom were 
on hand for the ceremonial festivities. He is also survived by four grandsons; two 
granddaughters; two great grandsons, and two sisters - Edna & her husband Patrick 
McTeague of West Bath, and former West Bath.

ALBERT WHITE Con’t


