
Kerry Nelson has 
shared many of 
her spectacular 
bird photos that 
she has taken 
during this dif-
ficult time of 
Covid-19 restric-
tions.  Here is 
one of the many 
she has taken. 
(See story on pg 6   
As she explains: 
“I believe that 
Black-capped 
Chickadees are 
the darlings of the 
bird world. They 
flutter around 
chattering up a 
storm. It’s com-
mon for them to 
buzz me or to 
land on the feeder 
when I am trying 
to put it out in 
the morning.”
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ANNUAL HISTORY TALKS 
WILL GO VIRTUAL FOR 2021  

The election once again highlighted the 
importance of voting to West Bath resi-
dents with1407 votes cast (80% of all

Volume 22, Number 2 *** Fall/Winter 2020
Published by the 

West Bath Historical Society
PO Box 394, Bath, Maine 04530

Board of Trustees:
Amy Wesson, President  
Jim Atherton, Treasurer 

Sally Graves, Recording Secretary 
Bob Bittner, Raisa Bittner, Don Bruce, 

Avery Hunt, Annie Merry, Leah Zartarian
Pete Guild, Treasurer Emeritus, 

Kerry Nelson, Archivist 
Betty Fitzjarrald, Littlefield School Advisor

Contributors: Kerry Nelson, Karly Perry, 
Peter Stackpole  

Designer: Ash Kahrl, Bath Printing   
Distribution: The WBHS Board

We publish researched historical materials, local 
news and events that may be of later historical in-
terest.  We don’t print advertising, gossip or politi-
cal opinion. To offer news items, historical photos 

or documents, or FMI, contact Amy (389.4498) 
or Kerry (443.5118) 

Sadly the Covid 
pandemic has 
reached into one 
of the beloved 
holiday traditions 

“The construction is post and beam hand-hewn tim-
bers fastened with treenails.  It was my father’s opin-
ion that there had been so many changes over the 
years that there is little antiquarian merit to it. For in-
stance, when my grandfather bought it in 1919, one of 
his first acts was to take out the old “walk-in” fireplace 
that had been used for heat and cooking. He replaced 
it with a smaller one in about the same location, at the 
center of the original house, using the same chimney.

“Since then, there had been a couple of additions which 
I think, were moved onto the site from elsewhere. Prior 
  

WEST BATH’S 
CHRISTMAS 
SERVICE 
CANCELLED

in West Bath, which has been held for many 
years.  As part of public health safety standards 
for limited public gatherings, which are followed 
throughout the country, the West Bath Historical 
Society will not be hosting our Annual Commu-
nity Christmas Service and Carol Sing at the Old 
West Bath Meeting House this year. 
However, we have decorated both the Meeting 
House and the Littlefield School with wreaths to 
encourage the holiday spirit. We hope that this 
jolly photo of the Meeting House by Jay Pappas 
will warm your hearts with memories of Christ-
mas past and give you hope for Christmas fu-
ture in this dark time in our community and the 
world. 

registered voters!).   The voters re-elected Kathleen Lavallee 
to a 3-year term on the Board of Selectmen. Robert McDan-
iel and Mary Gaul-Wallace stepped down from the West Bath 
School Board, wherein Alexandra “Lexi” Jungbluth and Casan-
dra Whorff were elected to serve 3-year terms on the West Bath 
School Board of Directors.

By State law, all dog owners must renew licenses by January 
31st.   A $25 late fee will be assessed beginning February 1st. 
Renewal may be done at Town Hall or online.

2020/21 Snowmobile registrations are now available and may 
be done in person or online. For a complete list of online service, 
visit www.westbath.org.

In lieu of the community sand bin, the West Bath Sand Shed at 
Arthur J Reno Road will be open to the public, on the first Sat-
urday of each month until March, from 10am –Noon. Residents 
may bring two “fish totes” or four 5-gallon buckets to fill with 
sand for their driveways. For more information please contact 
the Town Administrator, Kristine Poland, by email at townad-
ministrator@westbath.org  or call 443-4342 fmi. 

You can stay informed on upcoming meetings and events by 
subscribing to weekly email notifications by emailing  
townclerk@westbath.org  or by “following” the Town of West 
Bath on our Facebook page.

-Karly Perry, Town Clerk

Among the many public events that have been disrupt-
ed during these strange times of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, are the traditional town history talks held each Sat-
urday through January and February, hosted by the 
Patten Free Library.  Although the “live” events have 
been cancelled, the library has arranged for on-line ac-
cess to a live presentation by each of the five towns par-
ticipation.  West Bath is among them, and Peter Stack-
pole, who lives in an historic house on Campbell’s Pond 
Road, will give a talk, complete with pictures, on the 
history of his home and those around him.     Here is a 
brief summary of his remarks, in his own words...

100-PLUS YEARS ON CAMPBELL’S POND 
“Our original house at 306 Campbell’s Pond Road may 
have been built in Revolutionary times.  [That was the 
opinion of Judy Barrington, then president of Sagada-
hoc Preservation, when she visited the Stackpoles at 
their house a while back.]

to moving here from Massachusetts permanently 
myself, with my wife Carolyn, in 2006, made some 
changes.  Basically, I removed or relocated those 
add-ons and built an addition of my own which 
about doubled the footprint and square footage.

Benjamin Stackpole
“In 1917 my grandfather, Benjamin H. Stackpole, 
moved his family of five from Augusta where he had 
been the custodian at Cony High School, to West 
Bath.  The family rented what they called the “Var-
ney Place” on Berry’s Mills road. [editor’s note: See 
Middle Ground, Fall 2019  issue, for a full history 
story on the Varney house.] 

In July of 1919, they bought the property on Camp-
bell’s Pond which has been in the family ever since. 

“Benny had relocated to take a job at Hyde Wind-
lass Company in Bath as wheelwright and pattern 
maker.  He made wooden casting patterns for the 
foundry to use when they cast a brass, bronze or 
iron fitting for their machinery.  As wheelwright, he 
made the wheels to go with the HWC’s ship steering 
mechanisms.  			          Con’t page 2
  

The Stackpole sleigh, mostly restored and decked out for the
holidays. Photo credit: Kerry Nelson 

n



In a separate bowl, Whisk together:1.5 tsp melted  
butter, 1/8 cup molasses, 3 eggs, 1 cup egg nog, 1 
tbsp real maple syrup
Mix :  pumpkin mixture with egg mixture
Pour:  into unbaked pie shell. (Cover crust edges with 
foil to prevent burning.)
Bake:  in pre-heated 450 degree oven for 15 minutes.    
Reduce to 350 degrees.  Bake 50 minutes more .
Serve with whipped cream laced with a bit of ginger, 
if desired.
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Apples, Pumpkins and Egg Nog may be the holy trinity of the Holiday Season.  
Here are two recipes that include them in delicious combinations.  

The perennial gardens flanking the entrance 
to the Old West Bath Meeting House were 
looking straggly last summer, and full of 
weeds, as were the pavers on the walkway. 
Not anymore!  Thanks to hard work by Presi-
dent Amy Wesson, who took the photo, and 
Board members Leah Zartarian, Avery Hunt 
and new member, Jim Atherton – working on 
a very hot day in July -- the gardens are now 
weed-free, trimmed, mulched and ready for 
fall and winter.    
“The MH gardens and walk are looking tidy 
and refreshed, and we can all appreciate the 
successful efforts of the Bath Garden Club 
folks who originally designed and planted 
the beds,” said Amy. “We anticipate sched-
uling another sprucing up in early spring of 
2021, if we can. Anyone would be welcome 
to join us.” 
   

n

MEETING HOUSE GARDEN SPRUCE-UP

“When I came along in 1945, there were four “Pond 
families”:  Pecci, Metcalf, Stackpole/Wilson, and Wil-
liams whose properties included Pond shoreline.  The 
other three were all year-round residents.  Those 
properties were farms but not commercially.  All the 
menfolk had other jobs.  The Williams had some farm 
animals, cows, chickens.  Bob Metcalf worked as a 
metal spinner at BIW, in my time his family had hens. 
Willie Pecci worked in ‘the Yard’. His family also had 
a good-sized garden that produced vegetables for his 
brother Paul, who ran Pecci’s market in Bath on the 
corner of Water and Centre Streets.  The Pecci farm 
had cows, pigs, a horse, hens and always cats. 

“The “Pond Families” while cordial, were not a cohe-
sive group, at least not in my time.  Remember, we 
were seasonal and the Stackpoles were ‘highlanders’, 
a pejorative term for Mainers who lived farther from 
the sea than you; not quite as bad as ‘from away’!

OLD WEST BATH MEETING 
HOUSE GETS A PAINT JOB
The Old West Bath Meeting House, built in 1939, was 
looking more than a little shabby. Last painted by 
trusties from the Two Bridges Regional Jail over 10 
years ago, it needed a good scraping (including state-
required lead paint abatement processes) and then a 
complete repainting.

This major project, overseen and paid for by the 
WBHS, was undertaken in September by West Bath 
contractor Chuck Frohmiller’s team. Note that Frohm-
iller also painted the interior foyer in 2018. While the 
clapboards were in dire need of new paint, the eight 
sets of the building’s original green shutters were in 

excellent condition. That was thanks to a careful rehab and painting job well done by an anonymous (and 
talented!) West Bath volunteer  in 2015. 

It is important to know that the West Bath Historical Society has full responsibility for the maintenance of 
both our historic buildings: the Meeting House, as well as the Littlefield School. 

Paint Scraping workers on ladders

n

Apple Spice Bars
Beat together until well mixed: 1.5 sticks of unsalted 
butter, softened, 1+ cups (I don’t like these too sweet) 
sugar, 2 eggs, 1–2 tbsp. dark rum, 2 cups flour mixed 
with 1 tsp each, baking powder & soda. Pinch of salt. 
Good amount of cinnamon, dash all spice and cloves, 
a bit of ginger. 
4 large apples, peeled, cored, and chopped fine 
½ cup chopped walnuts (optional) 
With mixer, beat butter and sugar well.  Add eggs and 
beat again. Then beat in flour mixture and add rum 
to moisten a bit. Gently stir in apples and spread in a 
9 X 13 glass pan, lightly greased with cooking spray. 
Bake, 350 degrees for 40 minutes.  Let cool and cut 
into small squares.  These freeze well.  When serving, 
I like to heat the squares on a baking sheet at 300 
degrees for a few minutes to crisp up the edges.  

Pumpkin Egg Nog Holiday Pie
Sift together:  
1 cup sugar   1 tbs corn starch   ½ tsp salt

1 tsp cinnamon, ginger, ½ tsp grated nutmeg 
Stir in:   15 ounce tin of pumpkin puree

Ownership History.
“I have a chain- of- title document that names John 
Campbell as owner in 1826 and his son, John Jr. 
subsequently.  (According to our family legend, I 
don’t think he was the first of the Cambells to own 
the house.)

 “I believe all the land around the pond was originally 
part of a grant by George III to the Williams family 
prior to the Revolution.  The grant, it is said, specified 
lands from the Kennebec River (probably Winnegance 
Creek) to the waters of Casco Bay at the New Mead-
ows River at Sabino.  Although this information is 
family legend, my late Aunt Carolyn claimed to have 
seen the actual document.   

“The original house immediately to the north of ours 
was built by John Campbell Jr. for his mother on the 
death of his father. He also conveyed to her a third of 
his property as a widow’s dower, and allowed her the 
use of a third of his barn.                      Con’t page 3

“At least one of these is, I believe, still extant:  In 
1925, the Dept. of Navy mandated that the USS Con-
stitution, “Old Ironsides”, be restored and a Bath na-
tive, Lt. John Lord was commissioned with the job of 
superintending the work.  In the course of this effort, 
ships’ chandleries nation-wide were asked to supply 
items to be used in or on the restored vessel.  

“HWC agreed to manufacture a ship’s wheel to re-
place the one then on USSC.  As wheelwright, Benny 
made it himself and it’s a marvel!  Built as a dou-
ble wheel about 6 feet in diameter, it stands stands 
about 8 feet tall with its pedestal.  The two wheels 
are attached coaxially by a capstan drum that the 
tiller rope winds around.  It was so big that as many 
as eight seamen could man the wheel in bad weather 
conditions.      

ANNUAL HISTORY TALKS Con’t

Campbell’s Pond 
“Campbell’s Pond itself comprises an area of about 
10.5 acres.  At its deepest, it does not exceed 20 feet. 
It is fed by rain water, springs, and a brook which 
flows into the Pond at its southern extremity.  At the 
northern end an outlet stream flows north then west, 
feeding a marsh on the Sabino road, and eventually 
joining the waters of the New Meadows at Dam Cove.
  
“It has been used as an Ice pond and I have in my 
barn both a man-powered ice saw and horse-drawn 
ice tongs that were used to move the cakes into stor-
age in an ice house that, in my boyhood, was still 
present on the East shore between the road and the 
pond.  When I was a boy (a ‘Summer Complaint’ - 
someone ‘from away’ just here for the summer; a 
little higher on the pecking order than tourists !)  at 
least 6 families drew their household water from the 
Pond.  It was then, and is now, potable water. 

The Stackpole Farm & Surrounding Homes
“Our farm ceased to be year-round when grandfa-
ther Benny died in 1931.  At that time his children, 
Charles, Carolyn and Philip, were grown and his 
widow, Mildred, moved into Bath for the cold winter 
months, returning each summer to the farm, tend-
ing her famous flower gardens. Since she passed in 
’41, her descendants have used the place seasonally, 
until we moved here permanently. 

Above:
Varney 
House
WBHS 
archives

Below: Stackpole House
today

n
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Right: The Stackpole sleigh prior to restoration 

n

n

Historical Artifacts at the Farm 
“Our old barn was a treasure trove.  Among them, in 
addition to the ice pond implements, were: three wood-
en tool chests made by Benny; several horse-drawn 
farm implements; a man-powered treadle-driven wood 
lathe; Millie’s rolling pin and two mixing bowls, and 
a box for firewood made by Benny with not a single 
metal fasteners, The real prize winner, though, was a 
one- horse open sleigh called a ‘pung’ , which I am at-
tempting to restore.  

“I look forward to expanding my memories at the Li-
brary History Talk on Saturday, Feb 15 on Zoom.  
Thank you.

-Peter Stackpole    

ANNUAL HISTORY TALKS Con’t

LINE-UP OF PATTEN FREE 
LIBRARY HISTORY TALKS 
The Town History Series is hosted jointly by Patten Free Li-
brary and Bath Historical Society, with sponsorship from 
White Mountain Wealth Management of Raymond James.
 
For the winter 2021 session, here is the list of talks, and 
their presenters, all slated to run on Zoom at 10:30 each 
Saturday, and will air live on Bath Community TV (BCTV). 
 
January 16: Bath, Two Centuries of Working for Bath 
Customs, Nathan Lipfert
January 23: Arrowsic, Maritime History of Arrowsic, 
Jack Carr
January 30: Georgetown, Captain Stin Davis….In His 
Own Words, Jeanne McGowan
February 6: West Bath, One Hundred Years on Campbell’s 
Pond, Peter Stackpole
February 13: Woolwich, Woolwich Men and the 1779 
Penobscot Expedition, Rob Stevens

NATURE NURTURES THE SOUL IN TRYING TIMES. 
Not one to sit on her duff during these times of Covid restrictions, our intrepid archivist and excellent na-
ture photographer, Kerry Nelson, spent many days this fall, safely, outdoors, chronicling West Bath’s very 
active bird population.  

Many of these pictures are on her private Facebook page, but she does shares a lot on the Facebook pages, 
Maine Birds and Maine Wildlife, and she generously offers some special photos here for Middle Ground.
  
Following is a list of just some of the many avian species that she “shot” this summer and fall:  

O c c a s i o n a l l y 
Kerry spots a 
great photo op 
that isn’t a bird, 
but is an arrest-
ing vision, none-
theless.   Left is 
one of those, 
which she shot 
on Nov 17, and 
her comments.  

“ S o m e t i m e s , 
less is moor(ing). 
I went to the

“Here is a Little Blue Heron, that I named Little 
Boy Blue.  These beautiful birds are relatively rare 
in our area. Little Blues are in the same family as 

Northern Cardinal, Pretty Boy Floyd, Jr.; 
Northern Cardinal, Ruby, on branch; 
Eastern Bluebird, Bobby Vinton;  
Female Eastern Bluebird, in tree; 
Greater Yellowlegs; 
Red-breasted Nuthatch puffed up in the cold; 
Little Blue Heron; 
Pine Siskin; 
Black-capped Chickadee; 
a solitary Sandpiper;  
Blue Jay; 
Yellow-shafted Northern Flicker, female (no mustache)  
and Harold, a Great Blue Heron.    

Great Blue Herons, but they are distinctly different birds. We were on our way home when I asked my 
husband to stop at a nearby pond where we often saw turtles and Great Blue Herons. On this day, I was 
stunned to see a Little Blue Heron hunting for frogs, and was able to get many shots of him. He was only 
in that spot for a few days.” 

Top left:Blue 
mooring

Top right:American 
Goldfinch, winter 

plumage 
Bottom right:Downy 

Woodpecker head 
close-up

n

ANOTHER NEW BUSINESS IN 
WEST BATH   
Edie’s Salon, offering haircuts, styling and col-
or, officially opened for business on May 1. That 
was the day that Governor Mills finally allowed 
many Maine small business to  re-open as long 
as they followed strict  guidelines for health and 
safety during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Edie Cram, who grew up in Cundy’s Harbor and 
now lives in West Bath, was in the process of 
moving from her old space on Center Street in 
Bath last March when Covid restrictions shut-
tered most establishments.  She and her hus-
band, Matt, who did most of the heavy lifting, 
designed and built her new space from scratch 
during the shut-down.  It is a sunny open room 
with soaring Cathedral ceilings, brand new hick-
ory floors, huge pine beams, picture windows, 
and live-edge polished counters.  Her space is 
in the same strip on Bath Road as DR Coffin’s, 
her next door neighbor.   
Edie is allowing only two customers in the beau-
ty shop at a time, but her business is booming.  
Everyone is masked and chairs and surfaces are 
sanitized between each visit. 

WBHS DONATES TO LIBRARY   
In October, the WBHS Board voted to donate an addi-
tional unrestricted gift of $250 to the Patten Free Li-
brary. WBHS asked that the donation support the His-
tory Room, which houses West Bath’s archives among 
its many local historical resources. 

WBHS president, Amy Wesson, and Board member & 
Jim Atherton, 
presented the 
check to Lesley 
Dolinger, PFL’s Di-
rector. Our total 
donation of $500 
for the year makes 
WBHS eligible to 
participate in the 
PFL’s non-profit 
Benefactor Busi-
ness Partner pro-
gram. This will re-
sult in increased 
recognition for the WBHS as a community resource. Edie and Darryl Coffin

Kerry’s recent bird spotting was Ruby, (see right) a fe-
male Northern Cardinal, photographed on Dec 4.  As 
Kerry described this special find, “I was walking by 
a window and saw movement in a shrub. I grabbed 
my camera and came back to find Ruby tucked in 
amongst the branches. I slowly raised the blinds and 
she surprised me by staying.  It took about 30 shots to 
capture her somewhat clearly. I was thrilled when she 
turned her head towards me and the sun reflected a 
twinkle off her eye.’’  

Above: Northern Cardinal, Ruby, 

river at low tide hoping to find birds to photograph. 
There wasn’t one to be seen, except a lone gull down-
river. What I did see was this beautiful blue mooring 
buoy reflecting on the still water. It was worth the trip.”  
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Mary Dorothy “Dot” Conant Mullen, 98, of Bath, passed 
away on May 20 in Rockland. She was born in Arlington, 
MA, to Alfred & Mary Ann McDougal Conant.  Her family 
moved to Maine when she was a teen, and bought a dairy 
farm In Woolwich.  She married Everett Babine in 1948 
and later married Joseph Mullen and moved to Bath.  She 
worked in various capacities and after many years, retired 
from BIW as Paymaster, and was very active in many lo-
cal volunteer efforts.  The couple lived on Quaker Point for 
many years.  Dot was preceded in death by her parents, 
her husband and her daughter.  She is survived by many 
friends and family members. 
 
Ruth Williams Butts, 90, of Hartford, CT, died May 26.  
She was born in Bath in 1929 to Daniel William Winchell 
& Elizabeth (Moores) Williams, and attended Bath Schools. 
In 1947 she graduated from Endicott Junior College and 
moved to Boston to work and sing at a radio station.  There 
she met her husband, John Knowlton Butts. They mar-
ried in Bath in 1951 and soon moved to Augusta, where 
Ruth was very active with the Maine Legislature, and also 
kept her Bath ties, especially with the Bath Alumni As-
sociation, as president of her class.  The family also had a 
cottage at Birch Point where she was an ardent gardener, 
and loved nothing better than sitting on the front porch, 
watching the sun rise and set and the tide ebb and flow 
over Winnegance Bay. Years ago, she and John thoroughly 
researched and wrote Birchwood Chips, a history of the 
area. She was predeceased by her husband of 65 years; 
her sister, and a niece, and is survived by her three sons; 
six grandchildren; two great-grandchildren, three nephews 
and their families. 
 
Frederick Daniel “Dan” Worth, Jr., 78, of Brunswick, died 
June 1. After a long career in the Navy, he worked at UPS, 
and spent 16 years with the U.S. Postal Service. When he 
retired, he drove a school bus for the West Bath School dis-
trict, and the children looked forward to seeing which bow 
tie he would wear on Fridays. 
 
Edith Florence Oliver, 77, of Cundy’s Harbor, died June 
15, surrounded by her daughters.  She was predeceased 
by her mother, father, sister, and a grandson, EN2Aus-
tin Thomas Williams, US Navy.  She is survived by her six 
daughters, “the loves of my life,” including Edith Cram & 
her husband Matthew of West Bath; 17 grandchildren, 
and six great-grandchildren.  

Everett McNally, 77, of Farmington, died 
June 17, just shy of his 78th birthday.  He 
was born in West Bath and grew up with 
four brothers, attending West Bath and 
Bath schools. He married his long-time 
sweetheart Lynn in 1967 and they had 
two children.  He joined the US Navy as a 
Seabee, and served two tours in Vietnam.  
Before and after the Navy he worked as a 
mechanic for many years, ending his ca-
reer as an outside machinist for BIW.   

He is predeceased by his wife, his son, 
Boyd, and his two brothers Roger and 
Edgar.   He is survived by his daughter 
and her family; brothers Jeff and Dale, 
and many nieces and nephews.  

Agnes Elizabeth (Harris) Lebel, 95, died 
at Mid Coast Hospital June 18. Among 
her survivors is a son, A. Peter Lebel of 
West Bath. 

Lucille B. Smith, 86, of Brunswick, died 
Aug 20.  Born in Isleboro, to Warren & 
Alice Babbige, her family moved to Lar-
rabee’s Grove in West Bath when she was 
8.  A proud graduate of Morse High, class 
of ’51, she went on to marry Robert Mar-
shall, and later James Smith.  Among 
her many survivors is a grandson, Shane 
Marshall of West Bath.  

Janice Louise King, 87, of West Bath, 
died July 16 at Mid Coast Hospital. She 
was born on Orr’s Island in 1933, one 
of ten children of Lendall & Pearl Marie 
(Barrows) Stilphen.   1951 graduate of 
Morse High, she was proud of her sta-
tus as “Head Majorette” for the marching 
band. In 1961, she married Ralph Kim-
ball King, Jr. and the couple had six chil-
dren.  She held many jobs through the 
years, including working as bookkeeper 
for Dr. Charles Burden. The bulk of her 
career was with New England Telephone 
Co., where she moved up from switch-
board operator to supervisor, retiring in 
1994. After that she drove a taxi for her 
son Dale’s company (Brunswick Taxi) 
which she really loved. She is prede-
ceased by 3 brothers and 3 sisters and is 
survived by children and a sister.  

Maurice R. Cloutier, 84, of Berry’s Mills 
Road, died at home on July 12.  Born in 
Lisbon in 1936, a son of Emilien & Laura 
(Grondin) Cloutier, he was educated in 
Lewiston/Auburn schools and joined the 

USMC, stationed in Korea from ’53– 57. He then 
worked at BIW as foreman of the paint shop for 35 
years. After retirement, he worked at Sebasco Har-
bor Resort and then, as an aide at West Bath El-
ementary, where all the children called him Papa.

In 1983 he married Janet Fraser, and was a de-
voted husband, father grandfather and mentor. He 
enjoyed sports, swimming and spending time with 
his grandchildren. Maurice is predeceased by his 
parents and two brothers and sisters-in-law. He is 
survived by his wife; four daughters; his brother 
and three sisters; five grandsons and two grand-
daughters and three great-grandsons; several niec-
es and nephews, and stepchildren. 

James Lawrence Burgess, 65,of North Yarmouth 
died at home on July 19, after a hard-fought battle 
with cancer.  Born in Bath to Charles & Dolores 
Burgess in 1950, he was one of three sons.  He and 
his family enjoyed wonderful times at the family 
cottage on the New Meadows.  Along with his father 
and brothers, Jim worked at the family business at 
Burgess Markets in Bath and Brunswick.  He then 
owned several convenience stores in Yarmouth and 
surrounding areas, becoming the third generation 
to carry on the family business. He moved into 
property management, as well as continuing col-
laboration with his father and brother at the origi-
nal Burgess Market in Bath.  

He is predeceased by his father, a brother and 
nephew. He is survived by his mother, his wife, 
Mary Ellen whom he married in 2008; his three 
sons and their wives; his younger brother and his 
wife, and his former wife, Meredith Strang Burgess.

Betty J. Coombs, 65, of West Bath, died surround-
ed by family Aug 5. She is survived by her sister, 
her three daughters, Michelle, Susan & Bethany 
and six  grandchildren, and her long-time compan-
ion, Robert Barter. She was also honorary mother 
to many, especially her adopted daughter Bethany 
Mitchell and her two sons.  Betty was predeceased 
by her parents, John Rose and Sheila Garland, as 
well as her husband, Francis Coombs Jr. 

Henrietta St. Onge, 95, of Topsham, died Aug 16.  
Among her survivors is her daughter Ann St. Onge 
of West Bath.
 
Marilyn Florence Brown Stover, 84, of Bath, died 
Aug 21.  She and her husband Elford “Brud” Sto-
ver built a house in West Bath, where she grew 
beautiful vegetables and flowers. Some of her pe-
rennials in 1988 still flourish today. She is survived 
by a sister, five children and five grandchildren. 

Michael David Snow, 56, of Las Vegas/Thailand, 
passed away at his family’s  West Bath home on 
Aug 25.  Mike, known as “Snowy” or Snowman to 
his friends, was born in Bath in 1963 to David & 
Marsha (Stetson) Snow in 1963. He attended Morse 

n

High and graduated from Maine Maritime 
Academy in 1987, with a mechanical engineer-
ing degree, and spent the next 33 years ship-
ping around the world.  On a trip to Honolulu, 
he was introduced to an amazing woman from 
Thailand, Patchara, his wife of 16 years.  He 
will be sadly missed by those who loved him, 
including his mother, Marcia A. Snow of West 
Bath; his wife, his sister, his niece and nephew 
and many aunts, uncles and cousins. His fa-
ther passed away in Nov 2019.

Harold Everett Dauphin, 75, of Whitefield, 
passed away peacefully at home with his family 
by his side.  Among his survivors is his sister, 
Mary Fournier of West Bath. 

Kathleen “Kathy” (Alexander) Cray, 64, of 
Wiscasset died Sept 8. Among her survivors: 
her mother, Nancy Alexander, and her broth-
er, Gary Glidden & his wife Kim, all of West 
Bath. 

Joyce Leigh (Wentworth) McPhee, 79, of West 
Bath, died at home on Sept 12 after a brief ill-
ness. She was born in Garland to Ruth (Frost) 
& Fred McClure Wentworth in 1931. She grew 
up among four generations of extended fami-
lies on a farm in Dexter during the Depression. 
In the early ‘40s, the family moved to Bath for 
work in wartime shipbuilding. Joyce graduat-
ed from Morse High in 1950 and married her 
high school sweetheart, Wesley McPhee, that 
same year.  In 1957, they built a new home in 
West Bath, and raised two sons. She was pre-
deceased by her husband, and is survived by 
her sons, The Rev James McPhee & his hus-
band Kevin Butler, and David McPhee & his 
partner Terry Tripp Roy; two grandsons, and 
was recently delighted by the arrival of a great- 
grandson.  

Isla Fern Vaillancourt was born May 18 to Sean 
Mikel Vaillancourt & Erin Elizabeth Birmingham of 
Phippsburg.  Her paternal grandparents are Joseph 
& Marjorie Vaillan court of West Bath.  Her paternal 
grandparents are Joseph & Marjorie Vaillancourt of 
West Bath.  

Named to the University of Maine at Augusta Dean’s 
list for the spring semester: Jennifer Peavey and 
Brittany Smith Southern Maine Community Col-
lege named Nolan Gilbert to the Spring  2020 
Dean’s List. 
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