
The frontpage story in this newsletter tells of our rela-
tively new and increasing presence on social media.  
Here is one particularly popular history photo, of the 
“Elbridge Malcolm” house, which sat on the corner 
of Berry’s Mill Road and Quaker Point Road. It has 
been viewed by almost 17,000 people and shared with 
several other Facebook groups.  The picture dates to 
circa 1890. Elbridge Malcolm died in 1889. The fam-
ily posed for a photograph that included a portrait of 
Elbridge, an empty chair, and mourning bunting on 
the house signifying a loss in the family. Elbridge and 
Rachel Malcolm had nine children. This house was 
built circa 1790. We would love to know when it was 
taken down.
 				        -Kerry Nelson, Archivist.
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WBHS JOINS THE SOCIAL 
MEDIA WORLD! 

Select Board member Madelyn Hennessey was re-
elected to her third term on the Board. School Board 
members Keith Hinds and Joanne Powers were 
elected to their 3rd and 2nd terms respectively. The 
next scheduled election will be the State Primary on 
June 14th. 

Community sand will not be available this year; 
however the Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Department 
has partnered with the Brunswick Lowe’s to provide 
a free bucket of sand to seniors in our community.  
If you have an elderly family member/neighbor, call 
443-8201 and they will deliver the sand!

Residents looking to become more involved in the 
Town are invited to apply to join a committee. Cur-
rent boards seeking volunteers include the Planning 
Board, Board of Assessment Review, and Board 
of Appeals. For more information call or email the 
Town Clerk (207) 443-4342.

Stay informed on upcoming meetings and events by 
requesting weekly email notifications to: 
townclerk@westbathmaine.gov, or by “following” 
the Town of West Bath on our Facebook page.

-Karly Perry, Town Clerk

Several years ago, a WBHS Facebook Page was born, 
but in the beginning, it was just a fledgling presence.  
Today, it is much more robust, and we are getting 
“hits” from all over the map.  

Board member Bob Bittner created our page in June 
of 2017, and then acted as administrator.  Bob, a man 
of many talents, is also chief photographer for the his-
torical society’s many public events, and shared his 
photos on Facebook, which was a good tool to pub-
licize our Community Christmas Service and Carol 
Sings, Open Houses, and Annual Meetings and Pot-
luck Suppers, and other public outreach.   

For a while now, however, our FB page has been al-
most inactive, in great part because there have been 
few public events due to the pandemic. The Board de-
cided it would be a good idea to reactivate and update 
the page to stimulate interest by sharing historical 
photographs and providing other WBHS updates.   En-
ter Kerry Nelson, our dedicated Archivist, who is now 
posting regularly on West Bath history. The most pop-
ular posts have been wonderful historic photographs 
depicting families, houses, businesses, roads, and wa-
terways.  “It has been fun to monitor the enthusiastic 
comments these scenes have generated. Some people 
are sharing memories. Others are seeking information 
and photos related to their own West Bath connec-
tions.” says Kerry. 

Our Facebook page has about 250 followers and it av-
erages 125 to 150 views per post. However, some im-
ages garner a lot more interest. 

One photo depicting Aubrey’s Sea-Grille, a popular 
restaurant, was seen by 10,000 people. The most pop-
ular photo is the Malcolm house, (see back page).

Our wish is that more people will share the WBHS 
Facebook page with family and friends, as well as 
share their West Bath photographs with us. See page 
6 for additional photo.

West Bath will once again participate in the annual Patten Free Library’s History Series.  On February 26, 
from 10 to 11, [via zoom], Jim Brophy, a new WBHS Board member, will give an insightful talk on the geol-
ogy of West Bath and its effect on the local history and development of the region. 

Jim, a retired Professor of Geology, was raised in Amherst, MA, and has deep New England roots.  His pre-
sentation will consist of two parts. First, he will describe the geology of the West Bath area, and then give a 
detailed discussion of how it came to be.  He will trace West Bath, and the mid-coast of Maine from 460 mil-
lion years ago to the present day. 									          con’t. page 2  

This photo showing Berry’s Mill Road and the wood-
en bridge at Mill Cove was seen by over 6,700 people. 

n n

Because of on-going health issues of Covid, and the wor-
risome new strains of the virus, we canceled our tradi-
tional community Christmas service and Carol Sing.  We 
know this beloved event, which we’ve held for more than 
20 years, was missed and we are heartily sorry.  
We want to share here a wonderful winter photo of the 
Meeting House, donated by WBHS member Jay Pappas, 
to help remind you of the holiday spirit. Thank you.   The 
Board of WBHS
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WEST BATH HISTORY TALK: HOW LOCAL GEOLOGY 
INFLUENCED WEST BATH’S HISTORY 



1 lb. hot Italian pork sausage 
or spicy lamb sausage
½ large bunch of curly kale, 
tough stems removed, washed 
and chopped well
1 large onion finely chopped 2 
cloves finely chopped, garlic
8 cups beef stock
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Nothing spells comfort more than a hearty winter soup.  
Here’s one, simple and satisfying, with enough spicy heat and healthy kale to 
warm you to your toes. 
Directions
Fry the sausage, breaking up into small pieces, Remove most of the grease 
and briefly saute the onion and garlic in the same pan.  If you want the 
soup a bit spicier, add a few shakes of hot red pepper flakes. (No salt or 
pepper necessary; the sausage and stock are salty enough.)   
Heat the beef stock in a large pot. Stir everything into the stock and simmer 
for at least ½ hour.  Serve with grated parmesan, if desired.   Even better 
the next day. Freezes well.  
 

Italian Kale & Sausage Soup

Second, he will discuss various examples of how the 
local geology played a major role in the development 
in early West Bath. Jim will touch on several things 
including: (1) the tidal mill industry for which West 
Bath is particularly known; (2) the small but impor-
tant granite quarrying industry that provided raw 
materials for both West Bath and Bath construction; 
(3) West Bath as a source of the strategic mineral 
called muscovite during WWII, and (4) the origin (and 
demise) of Witch Spring.  Finally, for anyone who has 
ever gone sledding on Small’s Hill, off Berry’s Mill 
Road, he will provide a geologic explanation for why 
the hill is there in the first place.  Jim will take us a 
on a swell ride.

[Note: This talk is being dedicated to long-time Board 
member, Sally Graves.  See her memorial on pg 3 

WEST BATH HISTORY TALK: 
HOW LOCAL GEOLOGY 
INFLUENCED WEST BATH’S 
HISTORY Con’t
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Clementine Elise Sewall, born 
May 5, to Zachary Sewall & 
Danyelle Layton of West Bath. 
Gabrielle Susan Pilgrim, born 
June 2, to Laura Karen (Broom-
hall) & Jesse William Pilgrim 

Named to Dean’s List for the Spring 2021 semester: 
From U Maine:  Connor Bennoch, Tyreik Foster, 
Caiden Fraser & Sara Meyer-Waldo.
From Fairfield University: Gregory Kidger. 
From the University of New England:  
Paige Faulkingham. 
From Southern Maine Comminity College:  
Caitlyn Belanger & Logan Elwell.  
Kennedy St. Pierre received a Key Award from 
Elmira College, presented to outstanding students 
in their junior year of high school.  
Ben McDaniel earned an Award of Excellence at 
Western Governors University College of Business.   

of West Bath.  Grandparents include Derek & Victo-
ria Pilgrim of West Bath. 

Charlotte Elizabeth Estes, born July 12, to Abigail 
& Saben Estes of Woolwich.  Grandparents include 
Glenda & Peter Lamarre and Timothy & Ling Es-
tes, of West Bath. 

Colin Patrick Bennett, born Sept 23, to Brian Rich-
ard & Jamie Lee (Gotlibson) Bennett of Lisbon Falls.  
Grandparents include Tony Bennett of West Bath.

Moxie Ann Mison, born Oct 19, to Courtney Eliza-
beth (Guth) & Christopher Mixon, II, of Phippsburg.  
Grandparents include Elizabeth Earl & Thomas 
Guth of West Bath. 

Marcus Joseph Elwell-Kierman, born Oct 28, to Lo-
gan Riley Elwell & Nicholas James Kierman of West 
Bath.  Grandparents include Traycee & Beau Elwell 
of West Bath. 

WBHS DONATES TO 
PATTEN FREE 

Evan Willertz was named one of the top ten seniors in the Morse High Class of 2021, 
and was cited as “First Honor Essayist”. He is an AP Scholar with Honors; a National 
Honor Society member, and on the All-American Academic Team. In athletics, he is a 
champion swimmer, as KVAC Swimmer of the Year, on the All-State Swim Team and 

national YMCA Summer Swimming champion finalist in 2019. He is also active in many school activities and 
was Senior Class Treasurer. He volunteers as a swim coach at the Bath Y and helped construct bridges for 
the Kennebec Estuary Land Trust. Evan plans to major in physics, and he hopes to be a successful physicist 
researching current world problems. He resides with his parents Donna & Daniel Willertz of Shoal Cove, 
West Bath.   

The Board voted once again toted to contribute an 
annual donation of $500 to The Patten Free Library. 
in support of the library’s Sagadahoc History and 
Genealogy Room.   On November 15, Leah Zartar-
ian, President, on behalf of the Board, presented a 
check from the West Bath Historical Society to Lesley 
Dolinger, PFL director (center).  Also in the photo, far 
left, is Jill Piekut Roy, former archivist for the His-
tory Room. To the far right are Board members, Jim 
Atherton and Jim Brophy. All are socially distanced.  	

EVA WOOD: CHEERLEADER & 
COVER GIRL FOR MAINE 
SENIORS MAGAZINE!

At the age of 99, Eva Wood of Berry’s Mill Road was 
an honorary cheerleader for Morse High for the fall 
football season, thanks to the encouragement of her 
great-granddaughter, Olivia Cunningham, who is a 
senior cheerleader.  

Olivia and Eva (“Nana” to her family) are very close 
and when Eva revealed, through her old Morse year-
book, that she had been a cheerleader in the 40s, 
the rest is history. She even found her old uniform 
in the attic. And it still fits!  Her unique story was 
featured in the December issue of Maine Seniors and 
the Times Record last fall.  More will be told in the 
next issue of Middle Ground.  Sadly, Eva lost her 
husband of over 65 years, Joe, this December.  

Find us on Facebook: @West Bath Historical Society

Ingredients

n
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[Editor’s note: since we haven’t published a Middle 
Ground issue for some time, the obituaries here are 
more numerous than usual.]Last spring, WBHS created a new scholarship for a graduating 

senior from Morse High School who lives in West Bath.   This 
$500 scholarship, which was instituted for the Class of 2021, 
was presented to Hailie Johnson. 
 
Hailie, an honors student, was active in sports, playing varsity 
soccer and softball for all four years. To supplement her college 
costs, she has been waitressing at Mae’s Café in Bath for the last 
several years. She plans to study Occupational Therapy, focus-
ing on health care administration.

Hailie came straight to the school auditorium from her softball 
team’s playoff game to accept her award from Annie Merry, a 
WBHS board member.  She was very excited to win this scholar-
ship and was also awarded another from the West Bath School 
which she attended as an elementary school student.  

Rebecca “Becky” 
Washburn 
Kresovsky, 70, 
of Fort Myers, FL 
and West Bath, 
passed away Oct 
21 at Kaplan 
Family Hospice 
in Danvers, MA, 
after a two-year 
battle with ad-
vanced non-small 
cell lung carci-
noma. Becky, a 
non-smoker, was 
heroically treated 
by the Thoracic 
and the Cardio 
Oncology teams 
at Mass General 
Brigham Hospital 
in Boston, Mass. 

She was born in 1951; her parents were Seth H. & 
Janet Higginbotham Washburn of Harding Township, 
N.J. In 1979 she married John Kresovsky.  

Becky was a professional interior designer and gradu-
ated from the Pittsburgh Art Institute and La Roche 
University. She was accredited by the Institute of Busi-
ness Designers (IBD); the American Society of Interior 
Designers (ASID), and licensed in the State of Florida. 
Becky also loved to paint and was taught by nation-
ally acclaimed artists. She had her own studio at their 
home on Shoal Cove, and was a member of several 
art groups, including the Plein Air Group of Midcoast 
Maine. She was a Bath Garden Club member, which 
inspired her to paint the beautiful flowers of Maine. 
She was also on the Board of WBHS when she and 
John first moved to Maine. 

Becky and John made career moves from Ohio to Kan-
sas to Florida.  They built a summer home on Shoal 
Cove, retiring there in 2016, where Becky helped her 
father, Seth who lived across the way, in his final 
years. She was compassionate, energetic, artistic, and 
a fun-loving special person, who always gave back to 
local communities. 

In addition to her husband, she is survived by her two 
daughters, their husbands, and 4 beloved grandchil-
dren. She also leaves behind a stepson; a sister and 3 
brothers; a half-brother and 2 half-sisters, and many 
nieces and nephews.

Sara (Sally) Grey Terry 
Graves, 83, of West Bath 
& Small Point, died unex-
pectedly on Oct 17, due to 
complications from sur-
gery five days earlier. 

Sally was born in New 
York during the hurricane 
of 1938 and grew up in 
Syosset and Laurel Hol-
low, Long Island with her 
parents, Barbara

Mason Terry and HP Baldwin Terry, and her two 
brothers. The family has spent most summers in 
Small Point over the years; in retirement Sally and 
her husband of 30 years, Jonathan (who died in 
1990), also built a house in West Bath.  

She attended Greenvale School and The Masters 
School, before studying Philosophy at Wheaton Col-
lege. While her children were young, she earned an 
M.Ed. in English as a Second Language from Hofs-
tra University, and, for over 30 years, taught ESL to 
a wide array of students in various countries.   

As the wife of an international banker in the 60s, 
70s and 80s, she created welcoming homes for her 
family in Manhattan, Long Island, Hong Kong, Tai-
wan, the Philippines, Singapore, London, Tokyo, St. 
Louis, and then West Bath. In her corporate wife 
role, she hosted dinners, attended countless social 
affairs, and shepherded new arrivals. 

Wherever they lived, she always had an indepen-
dent job (paid or unpaid) to “stay sane”; and, in the 
constricted corporate culture, she was popular for 
injecting spontaneity into stuffy affairs, as well as 
for her warmth, no-nonsense pragmatism and her 
often-wicked sense of humor.

Sally was an active, compassionate, and generous 
mother, sister, grandmother and friend. She would 
try almost anything once, and loved to travel and 
meet new people, garden, read, hike, sail, watch 
PBS and ski.  She was an ace at tennis, and still 
played weekly until a month before her death. She 
did not enjoy board games, tardiness, swimming in 
cold water, or anything “fancy”. Her favorite coutu-
rier was LL Bean.

Over the years, she served on many committees and 
boards, including the Cold Spring Harbor Whaling 
Museum, the College Women’s Association of Ja-
pan, Maine Maritime Museum, Mid Coast Hospital, 
the Bath Garden Club, West Bath Historical Society, 
and too many other school, town and community 
governance bodies to list here.    

She is survived by her three children and their 
spouses, and 5 grandchildren she called her “be-
loved monsters”.  Sally outlived her husband, Jona-
than (Jon) King Graves, a daughter, and her son-
in-law.  There will a celebration of her life at the 
Maine Maritime Museum in June.  
 

MORSE HIGH GRADUATE, HAILIE  
JOHNSON OF WEST BATH, RECEIVES 
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP FROM 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

n

Jim was born and raised in Amherst, MA. His father was a geology profes-
sor and Jim followed in his footsteps. He attended Amherst College (BA, 
1977), the Colorado School of Mines (MS, 1980) and Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity (PhD, 1984), all with geology degrees.   While attending “Mines”, he 
met his future wife Evelyn (Upton) Brophy.  

He was a professor of geology at Indiana University for 35 years. His area 
of expertise is “hard rock” geology (like the rocks in coastal Maine), with a 
specialty in the formation and evolution of magma (molten rock) and vol-
canoes. This work took him all over the world, from Europe to Asia, South 
America, Africa and even to the bottom of the Pacific Ocean. 

He retired in 2019, just prior to the pandemic and the couple moved to West 
Bath, where they built a reproduction early 1800s Greek Revival house on 
Sabino Road.  They have two grown daughters: one lives in the “other” Port-
land (OR), and the other, in Washington DC.  

n

JIM BROPHY: NEW WBHS BOARD MEMBER

Webster House, New Meadows River, just 
South of Bull Rock Bridge, formerly the 
Grand View House.
(Courtesy of Kerry E. Nelson)

The hotel was built by George A. Schop-
pie using trees cut from the lot and sawn 
at Fred Bubier’s sawmill on Foster’s 
Point Road. After George died in 1914, 
Mrs. Nettie Morrison ran it for several 
years. William E. Webster, Jr. purchased 
it circa 1926 and renamed it the Webster 
House. He only ran it for a year, or two, 
before it sat vacant for several years. The 
building burned to the ground in 1932.

WBHS JOINS THE SOCIAL 
MEDIA WORLD Con’t. 

n n
n
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Robin L. Westlake, 57, of Bath, died June 5.  She 
was predeceased by her loving son, Logan Sewall, 
in 2019.  Among her many survivors is her sister, 
Rhonda Borski; and her son Zack & his girlfriend 
Danyelle Layton, of West Bath. 

Virginia MacDonald, 101, of Bath, passed away 
peacefully on June 16.  Among her many survivors, 
all of West Bath: her daughter Sandra & husband 
Steve Hinds, her grandchildren Eric and &  Amy 
Hinds, 5 great grandchildren, as well as two nieces, 
Patty Shaffer & Nancy Noyes & their families.  She 
is also survived by her sister, Eva Wood. 

Kenneth Dickinson, 58, of Union died June 7. 
Among his survivors is a brother, Keith Dickinson, 
of West Bath.  

Alice Mae Preble Webber, 75, of Bath, died July 9.  A 
lifelong educator, Mrs. Webber taught for 33 years in 
Portland and West Bath public schools.   

Janet Leah (Snow-Costedio) Gilliam, 70, of Sebas-
co Estates, passed away peacefully July 14, after bat-
tling pancreatic cancer.  Among her survivors is a 
brother, Richard Snow & wife Carolyn of West Bath.  

John A. Fisette, 72, of Topsham, passed away July 
11.  Among his survivors: daughter Gina & husband 
Jeff Emerson, and two of their three children, Cody 
& Shelby all of West Bath. 

Shirley E. Richelieu, 93, died Aug 6 in Ft. Belvoir, 
VA. A long-time resident of West Bath, she and her 
husband, Capt. Charles F. Richelieu were very ac-
tive in the community, doing hospital volunteer work, 
most notably. Chuck was also instrumental in help-
ing raise funds for the restoration of the Old West 
Bath Meeting House & Littlefield School. Shirley was 
predeceased by Chuck and her oldest son & his wife.  
Her survivors include her three children, a son-in-
law; 6 grandchildren, and 6 six great-grandchildren. 

Bruce Kenneth London, 87, of West Bath, died Aug 
6 with his wife, Carol, and his family by his side. 
Bruce was born in Bath, the son of Kenneth & Ruth 
(Fullerton) London. His father was in the military and 
the family moved several times throughout Maine.  
He graduated from Rockland High School in 1953 
as class president, and then served in the marines. 
Returning to Maine after an honorable discharge, 
he held several jobs, which ultimately led to a 41-
year career at BIW, where he retired as director of 
engineering.  He met and married Carol (Quimby) in 
1956 and they settled on a picturesque farm by the 
New Meadows River, raising 4 sons.  During his BIW 
career, the family lived in many different places in-
cluding stints in Arlington, VA and Saint John, NB, 
as well as travels to Europe, Japan, and Egypt. In 
his retirement, he indulged his love for travel, tour-
ing with Carol in their motorhome throughout the US 
and Canada, making many friends along the way.  

Marilla T. Sparks, 79, of West Bath, died March 31, 
2021.  She was born in 1941, a daughter of Thom-
as & Anita Williams Totman, and graduated from 
Morse High in 1959.  She worked at BIW for over 20 
years, retiring in 2005.  She was a member of the 
Phippsburg Congregational Church, the Elks Club, 
Brunswick, and a past member of the Red Hat Club. 
Marilla is survived by her son, Warren McCourt, & 
her companion of over 39 years, Dean Bertrand, 
as well as her four Totman brothers and their fami-
lies, all of Phippsburg. She is also survived by two 
sisters, 2 grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren and 
many nieces and nephews.

Corey William Russell, 34, died April 28 in Del-
ray Beach, FL, after a long battle with drug addic-
tion. Among his survivors is his mother, Lisa Sewall 
& her husband Mark, & his stepbrother Zachary 
Sewall and his family, of West Bath. 

Ralph “Randy” Seekins, 60, of West Bath, died un-
expectedly on May 6.  A graduate of Morse High in 
1980, he worked at BIW for over 40 years. He was a 
devoted husband to Tammy, and his other survivors 
are son Cody & his partner Leann Moran; daughter 
Kaylee & husband Eli Davis and their child Kida, 
and his two siblings, Robert & Norma.   Randy loved 
the outdoors and was an avid boater lobsterman, 
fisherman, hunter, dog lover among other sports. 
and loved spending time at his camp on the New 
Meadows River that his father built.  

Jozef Tara, Jr, 76, of West Bath, died peacefully at 
home on April 29.  He was born in 1944 to Geral-
dine (Morrison) & Jozef Tara. After early schooling in 
Bangor, he attended Rhode Island School of Design, 
graduating with a degree in Architecture and Indus-
trial Design, the foundation of his long career as a 
designer of unique homes. After college, he was a 
VISTA volunteer in Alaska, working with indigenous 
Eskimo people. He returned to Maine and never re-
ally left again, except for a 5-year adventure when 
he and his wife Nan moved to New Mexico to explore 
Southwestern design.  The couple returned to cre-
ate and sometimes build residences for clients up 
and down the coast of Maine, including their own on 
the New Meadows.  In addition his wife, he is sur-
vived by his two children, Laela; Jaben & his wife 
Veronica, and two beloved granddaughters. 

Roger A. Chessey, 72, of West Bath, died May 14, 
as a result of a motorcycle accident in Auburn.  
Among his survivors is his wife, Jody Chessey, and 
a stepson, Shane Marshall, both of West Bath. 

Margo Elaine (Snipe) (Oliver) Smith, 76, of Bath, 
died at home on May 19 after a long illness. Among 
her survivors is her husband, David C. Smith and 
his daughter, Traycee Elwell & her husband Beau, 
of West Bath.  

A devoted family man, he was also active in the com-
munity. He served on the West Bath School Board, 
the town cemetery committee, then as a Selectman, 
and also participated in the Scouts with his sons.  

In addition to his wife of 65 years of marriage (whom 
Bruce still lovingly, called “my bride’”), he is survived 
by his sister; his sons & daughters-in-law; grandchil-
dren & their spouses, and 3 great-grand-children.   

Heath Denton Bumgardner, Jr., 73, of West Bath, 
died Aug 7.  He loved his family, fly fishing, painting, 
hiking, gardening and the law.  For him, the law was 
not just a profession, but an exercise in the pursuit 
of fairness and humanity. Heath is survived by his 
2 children; his grandchildren; 3 siblings; as well as 
the matriarch of the family, his mother Mary; his lov-
ing partner Cathy Padgett, his canine companion, 
Grace, and many relatives and friends.  He was pre-
deceased by his father, Heath Baumgardner, Sr.  

William Raymond Hochgesang, 79, of Clarksville, 
TN, died Aug 8 at Vanderbilt Medical Center. Former-
ly of West Bath, Bill was the owner of Bill’s Garage 
for many years; a lifetime member of the Bath Lodge 
of Elks, a dedicated WBHS volunteer, and an active 
founder of the “Over the Hill” four-wheelers club. [See 
Middle Ground, Fall 2015]  Among his many survi-
vors is his loving wife of 56 years, Carol.

Deborah B. Leighton, 97, of West Bath, died Aug 14.  
She was born in NYC in 1924 and attended Mount 
Holyoke College.  She married Perley Leighton and 
raised 3 children in CT while working for the League 
of Women Voters, earning a master’s degree in social 
work and become Director of Children & Youth Ser-
vices for the state.  From an early age, she enjoyed 
spending summers at her family’s cabin in Brightwa-
ter, Phippsburg. She returned to live in West Bath, 
working for the State in social programs such as Dis-
placed Homemakers, helping women returning to the 
workforce.  She met Eleanor “Elly” Haney and the two 
formed a loving partnership for 15 years until Elly’s 
death in 1999. 

Debbie lived in West Bath and summered at her cot-
tage for 25 years.  Well into her 90’s, she could be 
seen at the helm of her Cape Dory Typhoon, or swim-
ming in the cold New Meadows in her signature swim 
cap and flippers. Always an activist for social justice, 
in her retirement, Debbie became a full-time “rag-
ing granny”, supporting peace efforts in Colombia, 
El Salvador, and Russia. She also stood in protest 
with peace activists in Brunswick every Friday for 
years. She is survived by her son Geoffrey, daughter 
Elizabeth & their spouses, and 3 grandchildren. Her 
daughter Victoria passed away in 2008.  

Douglas A. Johnson, 60, of West Bath, died Sept 13.  
He was employed by Logically of Portland as an IT 
support engineer. He is survived by his two children; 
his parents; two brothers, and many aunts, uncles 
and cousins.  
 

Margaret Shirley Nelson, 94, of West Bath, passed 
away at Winship Green on Sept 22.  She was born in 
Bath in 1927 to Arthur & Margaret Curran Bourget.  
She attended Bath schools, including Morse High 
and was proud to earn her GED later in life.  In 1948, 
she married Albert Ray Nelson, Sr.  She worked 
at Congress Sportwear for a number of years and 
played on their bowling team. She and Ray enjoyed 
walking Popham Beach and were avid Boston Celtics 
fans.  Shirley was predeceased by her parents; her 
husband; her brother, and a sister. She is survived 
by her son, Albert Ray Nelson, Jr., his wife Kerry, 
and her beloved granddaughter Elizabeth of West 
Bath, as well as a sister and many cousins, nieces 
and nephews

Christina Marie Shannon Hasenfus, 81, of George-
town, died Nov 18, from Alzheimer’s disease.  Among 
her survivors is a son, Curt Hasenfus, of West Bath.

Laureat “Larry” J. Thibeault, 94, of Topsham, died 
Nov 24, following a long illness. Among his many sur-
vivors is a grandson, and  Keegan & Jocelyn Wil-
liams, of West Bath. 

Joyce M. Pye, 85, of Bath passed away Dec 27 at 
the Highlands in Topsham.  She was born in 1936 in 
West Bath, the only child of Alton & Rena Mitchell. 
A graduate of Morse High School, Joyce married Da-
vid C. Pye in 1955 & raised a family, but also began 
tutoring elementary students in reading & counsel-
ing adults in career education, reflecting her lifelong 
passion for literacy & education. She earned a B.A. 
in Psychology & Master’s in Social Work from USM, 
while simultaneously nurturing her desire to write. 
Her first book was published in 1990, after studying 
in Ireland. Eventually she focused on poetry, became 
a dedicated member of Maine Media Women and won 
numerous poetry awards. Joyce was predeceased by 
her loving husband, David C. Pye, and son, Jeffrey 
D. Pye. She is survived by two daughters and two 
grandchildren.

Joseph P. Wood, 91, of West Bath, passed away on 
Dec 13, surrounded by his loving family. Joe served 
as MSGT in the U.S. Air Force for 23 years and 
served in both the Korean and Vietnam wars. He later 
worked at Bodwell Motors and BIW, while operating 
the family farm with his wife, Eva Wood, on Berry’s 
Mill Road. Joe is predeceased by his parents Evelyn 
& Joseph M. Wood; and a brother, Douglas Wood. In 
addition to his wife, Eva, he is survived by his sister, 
Doris Wood Smith; two daughters; 3 granddaughters; 
4 great-grandchildren; and several nieces & nephews. 

Rita C. Ketchum-Chubbuck, 92, of Wiscasset, died 
Dec 26 at Miles Memorial Hospital in Damariscotta. 
Formerly a resident of West Bath, she owned and op-
erated a popular shop, “Berry’s Mill Yarns” for several 
years.


